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CLEAN & SIMPLE 4" AIR CLEANER 
FROM JOKER MACHINE 
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SEE YOUR DRAG SPECIALTIES DEALER FOR OUR COMPLETE 
LINE OF AFTERMARKET AIR CLEANERS, FEATURING RAPID 
DEUVERY ON ALL JOKER MACHINE PARTS & ACCESSORIES. 
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DISCLAIMER: The California Air Resources Board (“CARB”) does not permit the use of aftermarket emission-related part(s) that alter the performance of OEM emission-related devices 
unless CARB has issued an Executive Order, other than on racing vehicles on closed courses. Check your local laws and manufacturer’s information. 
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A SCOUT ALWAYS 
LEADS THE WAY. 


THEY NAILED IT OUT OF THE GATE." -MOTORCYCLE-USA.COM 


WE THINK THE 2015 SCOUT'S STYLING WOULD BE 
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“THE SCOUT IS A WORK OF ART 
WITH A CAPITAL l A."' -QUICK THROTTLE MAGAZINE 
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E steves Motorcycle Design 


See More EMD Parts in the 2015 1 Ian! Drive Catalog, 







said that it's not about the destination, but the journey that matters. Whoevej^said tha 
in Daytona Beach. Four days of racing, concerts, bikes shows J 
i authentic American beachside and motorcycle vibe unlike 
. Daytona Beach, the Original American Beach. 

BERFEST.ORG 


has neve 


r been to Biketoberfest* 



SUN VIKING LODGE 


20% OFF Oceanfront Rooms, Kitchens & Suites. Bike Parking Near Rooms. Trailer Parking Available 
Indoor & Outdoor Pleated Pools. Free Wi-Fi. 20% OFF w/Promo: BIKER 


SunViking.com/biker 

800 - 815-2893 



IT’S MORE THAN A RIDE, 
IT’S A 75 YEAR PILGRIMAGE 



75 th ANNUAL DAYTONA BEACH BIKE WEEK 
MARCH 4 - MARCH 13, 2016 

America's most famous beach invites you to come make history where history was born at 
the world's premier motorcycle event: The 75th annual Daytona Beach Bike Week. Start your 
historic journey with 10 days of riding, entertainment, bikes shows, and celebrations in the one 
and only destination with an authentic American motorcycle vibe. Join us and you'll understand 
why this is the ultimate motorcycle mecca. Daytona Beach, the Original American Beach. 
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REACH 
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Shiny chrome is nice, but the heart-and-soul of your bike 
are the fluids, filters and hard-parts that keep ithummin.' 
And you'll find them all at Dennis Kirk, along with the took 
needed to maintain and improve your ride's performance. 

\m 

\Xm 

Oil change to overhaul, OEM style or enhancement, 

log-on to dan niclii rb nnm 
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Speed and Style. 

Dynas are built to ride, so keep em that way. From our \ 5“ Rig Brake Kils to billet 
performance products, each Ness accessory for ywrDyna was buiJl for the daily 
California lane spllttin' commute. Making sure you gel (here faster, stop when you 
need to, and have you look good while doing It, 
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X23 Bolt-On 
Triple Trees 

HHI'S BOLT-ON 
Triple Tree kit is for 
23" wheel Installs on 
H touring bikes . 

Trail measurement Is 
similar to stock factory 
HD® specs . 


2Q144JI 
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and easy, cost effective 


1987 

2013 


X23 Bolt-On 
Triple Trees 

HHI'S BOLT ON 
Triple Tree kit Is for 
23“ wheel Installs on 
fl touring bikes. 

Trail measurement Is 
similar to stock factory 
HD® specs. 


Xlteck L o ut jhe;Nf W, 
W20 15 ’Hm 'CJ tJlOQl * 




WWW. 


HawQHaltefS.com .' c *n 877 . 442*5837 for Info 




18 " 6-plston Direct 
Bolt-on Brake Caliper & 
True Floating Rotor Kit 

6 piston differential bore caliper 
18* Phantom Cut floating rotor 
Left St Right Calipers 
/Vow Available* 


method of installing 
a 23“ wheel this is 
the solution! 


Neck Bake Builder Kits 

Use the best engineered systems 
on the market from HHI and 
do It right the first time t 
HHI offers the widest selection of 
neck kits and raked triple trees for 
ail wheel sizes resulting In the 
correct steering TRAIL dimensions, 
kits available for Long and 
Short Necks , up to 32" Wheels 

HellRazor Handlebars and Hand controls 

Bars feature a massive t 1/2" diameter size 
Optional Plug N Play - AH wiring and 
cables internal 


Complete 
Bagger 
front Ends 

X23 Triple Tree 
Raked Trees for 
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with 23" f 26" 

A 30" Wheels 
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lower Legs in 
Torpedo or 
Bomber styles 
Stock , Air, or 
Performance 
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Shocks 
Single or 
Dual Caliper 
Mounts 
Hidden Axle 
Adj Fender 
Mounts 
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or Black 
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Not legal for sale or use in California on any pollution controlled motor vehicles 
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4.5-inch Powr-Flo 


True-dual style with the Cobra PowrPort makes the Cobra PowrPort Dual head pipes 
the best you can buy. More power and easy installation just add to the great styling. 
And slip on the Cobra mufflers of your choice and you have performance and style 
unmatched in the business. And you get a system backed by the industry’s only limited 
Lifetime Warranty. 

Download the free Cobra Exhaust app for your smartphones and tablets. 



PERFORMANCE EXHAUST 



SHIFTING GEARS 


Us Vs. Them? 


These days, most of my adventures seem to 

involve motorcycles. But just before beading for 
Sturgis this summer on my 1947 Indian Chief, I 
took a short trip to England, where I lived as 

a young lad in the 1960s. British 
author George Bernard Shaw, the avid 
motorcycle rider who introduced T.E. 

Lawrence (Lawrence of Arabia) to 
motorcycling, was once quoted as 
saying “England and America are two 
countries separated by the same 
language/' 

After this quick trip, I'd say our two 
countries are separated by a lot more 
than just the same language — 
especially when it comes to motor- 
cycling. 

Some time ago, I realized the size 
and style of motorcycles were often 
determined by the roads in the country 
they were built. Many years ago, 

Italian and British bikes were light and 
sporty to match the narrow and 
winding local roads. And well into the 
1960s, anything larger than a 500cc 
motorcycle was considered massive. 

American bikes, by comparison, were 
big and heavy — ideal for cruising the 
highways and, in later years, inter- 
states of our sprawling country. Much 
of this has changed over the years, 
especially as global economies and 
markets overtake local ones. 

During my recent visit to places in 
and around London, and in spite of the 
traditional British weather, I saw a lot 
more people commuting to work on 
motorcycles and scooters than I do in 
the US. I suspect the heavy traffic congestion and 
expensive gas prices make two-wheel commuting more 
practical than cars. 

I saw veiy few Harleys in England, but lots of Japanese 
brands and a few British and German bikes. In the US, our 
most typical riding gear consists of boots and jeans, 
possibly with a leather jacket and open-faced helmet. Sure, 
there are lots of exceptions, but I'd say most American 
riders are pretty casual about protective riding gear. Not in 



American riders are 
pretty casual about 
protective riding gear 


England. Practically every rider I saw wore a 
full-coverage helmet, armored textile two-piece riding suit, 
and gloves. Most of them also wore hi-viz yellow and 
reflective vests — something we almost never see (pun 
intended) here m the US. 

I also noticed that few, if any, bikes in England have 

saddlebags — something we see on a 
growing number of bikes in the States 
— but most of them in England have 
top bags mounted over the rear fender. 
My guess is that protruding, side- 
mounted saddlebags might interfere 
while the rider weaves through narrow 
openings in traffic during the work 
commute. The top bag, however, af- 
fords at least some storage space for 
additional gear. 

My final observation about our 
culture clash worth noting is in the 
difference between British and 
American police cars. So many of the 
squad cars in the US are designed for 
stealth mode, either unmarked with 
deliberately hidden lights and sirens or 
low-profile light bars, mixed with 
hard-to-spot markings on the front or 
back. The British police cars, on the 
other hand, are rather obvious and 
blatant in design and markings. 

It made me wonder if British police 
prefer to reduce law breaking with 
their presence, while their US 
counterparts are more interested in 
catching us doing wrong, in essence 
serving as de facto revenue collectors. 
What are your thoughts on any of this? 


Ride safe, ride smart, have fun. 


^ 7 , Z' 


BUZZ KANTER \J 

Publisher/Editor- In- Chief, American Iron Magazine 


Buzz Kanter 


@BuzzKanter 
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THE SOUND OF POWER 



POWER PRO HP 2-INT0-1 SYSTEM 

It’s easy to make a noisy exhaust. Just ask any back-yard mechanic. And though our Cobra exhaust sounds 
incredible, it also delivers the best possible performance. Yep, that’s what you get with a Cobra muffler. 
A beautifully designed muffler that sounds and performs as good as it looks. And an exhaust that’s backed 
by the industry’s only limited Lifetime Warranty. How’s that sound? 

Download the free Cobra Exhaust app for your smartphones and tablets. 



Not legal for sale or use in California on any pollution controlled motor vehicles 




TAKING AIM 



Smoothie 


for more info call 


for more styles go to 

www.dfttrikes.com 


also available... 


Checking Your Six 


Whatever you want to 

call it, checking your six, 
the term fighter pilots 
use, or watching your 
ass, the need to be aware 
of the traffic behind you 
doesn't stop when you're 
at a light or stop sign. 

Unfortunately, being 
rear-ended is a common 
accident for motor- 
cyclists. 

To avoid being a 
statistic, the first 
precaution you should 
take is to be aware of 
the vehicles behind you 
when you come to a 
stop. Is the driver 
slowing down or is he 
just rolling along at the 
same speed? What 
about someone darting 
around in traffic trying 
to get in front of the pack? He may be 
so busy cutting off cars he doesn't see 
you on a motorcycle. 

So what can you do if a car behind 
you looks like it's not going to stop in 
time? Have an escape route. Lately, 
I've been trying to get in the habit of 
always stopping about a bike length 
from the car in front of me. I also 
position the bike so I don't have to 
turn the front end to get out of harm's 
way. All I have to do is let out the 
clutch and move ! 

But where do you go? In my 
opinion, the best option is an opening 
big enough for me, but too narrow for 
a car. If I'm on a road with two lanes 
going in the same direction, I set 
myself up so I can slip between the 
stopped cars. This way, the cars take 
the impact and not me. If there's only 
one car m front, I aim for the area 
between the car and the right side of 
the road if there's a telephone pole or 
other strong obstacle there. (Light 
poles just break away, so don't depend 
on them.) That pole will be my blocker 


if the fool behind me 
veers to the right. 

What if there's only 
one car but no pole or 
other strong obstacle to 
be my blocker? In my 
experience, people tend 
to just slam on their 
brakes and go straight 
or they veer off to the 
right when in a panic 
stop. Personally, I've 
never seen a driver 
who's just realized he's 
going to hit the car in 
front of him veer to the 
left into oncoming traf- 
fic. So if I feel the right 
side of the road offers 
no protection, if there's 
room I line up on the 
left side of the car in 
front of me so I can 
sneak between it and 
the double yellow line. Yes, this one is 
a little tricky, but it beats getting hit. I 
equate it with having to drive off the 
road to avoid a head-on collision. Fi- 
nally, if I'm the only one at the stop 
line, I stay in the left half of my lane so 
the driver has plenty of room to veer to 
the right and miss me. If he just slams 
on the brakes, I'll go through the 
light/stop sign, if traffic permits. What- 
ever is the safer option for me. 

Am I recommending you do any of 
the things I just listed? No way! I'm 
just letting you in on what I've done on 
and off for years, but now plan to do 
regularly. 

See you on the road. 


QtLz 

Chris Maida 

Editor 

Chris Maida 



Being rear-ended 
is a common 
accident for 
motorcyclists 
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Editor’s Choice/Las Vegas BikeFest 



LAS VEGAS BIKEFEST HAS BEEN THE ULTIMATE 
motorcycle gathering in Las Vegas for the last 14 years. Now 
in celebration of its 15th anmversaiy, the rally is moving to 

the heart of downtown Las Vegas 
on Fremont Street East. 

The Artistry In Iron Master 
Builders Championship is an annual 
invitation-only competition held during 
Las Vegas BikeFest and it includes 21 
award-winning builders. Their bikes will be on display from 
Thursday October I, to Sunday October 4. 

The Editor's Choice Awards will take place Saturday 
October 3, at 6:30 pm, just following the Artistry In Iron 
Championship awards presentation. Each participating 
magazine editor will be able to pick a favorite bike from the 
Artistry In Iron show and honor the lucky builder with an 
Editor's Choice Award and feature that custom bike in an 
upcoming issue. For more info, go to LasVegasBikeFest.com. 


75 Snearfish Canvon 

ARTIST ERIC HERRMANN HAS ENJOYED THE 



miles upon miles he's ridden in South Dakota's Black Hills 
so much that he decided to do a painting to commemorate 

the scenic area. And 
what better place to 
find inspiration 
than from one of his 
favorite areas to 
ride in the Black 
Hills, Spearfish 
Canyon? Since this 
year marks the 75th 
Sturgis Rally, Eric's 
painting includes 75 
motorcycle refer- 
ences, which are all 
derived from 
personal experi- 
ence, hence the title 
of the painting, 75 
Spearfuh Canyon. 
Completed with 
only a brush and 
acrylic paints, the 
original 75 Spearfuh 
Canyon measures 36" x 48" and is available for $22,000. 
Signed and numbered giclees are available in several sizes 
from $850 to $2,000 along with Eric's G Art metal panels 
($40). A limited edition litho print is m the works. For more 
information and to see more of Eric's work, go to 
EricHerrmannStudio.com. 



AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL MOTORCYCLE EXPO 


AINExpo 

AIMEXPO (AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL MOTOR- 
cycle Expo) id a motorcycling experience that bringd together 
enthudiadtd and industry i no idem in one arena , the Orange 
County Convention Center in Orlando, Florida. On October 
1 7-18, you can demo the lateot mod eld at the innovative 
AIMExpo Outdoor 0 !, dee and purchase the newedt motor- 
cycling productd directly on the dhow floor, meet celebritied, 
learn tipd and trickd from the prod, and much more. 

New to the AIMExpo thid year id the firdt-ever Garage 
Party, an interactive dhow element that incorporated live 
mudic, a cud tom bike building competition, an extendive 
did play of pad t and predent cud tom V-twin motorcycled, a wide 
range of AIMExpo exhibitom, and an entertaining after- 
party at the new Ace Cafe Orlando. 

On Saturday afternoon, the hodt of the Garage Party, Bill 
Dodge of Bling’d Cycled, will lead a ride from hid dhop in 
Daytona Beach that will bring riderd to the front doom of the 
AIMExpo. For more information, vid it AIMExpoUSA.com. 



Biketoberfest 


EACH YEAR, NEARLY 
125,000 motorcyclists roll 
into the Daytona Beach area 
for a multiday annual event 
called Biketoberfest. This 
extended weekend of fun 
and sun includes motorcycle 
shows and rallies, live music, 
scenic rides along State 


Road A1A and other 
historic roadways, racing at 
Daytona International 
Speedway, and vendors 
offering eveiythmg from the 
latest models to parts and 
accessories. This year's 
Biketoberfest will take place 
October 15-18. Established 
more than 20 years ago by 
the Daytona Beach Area 
Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, Biketoberfest is 
typically held the weekend 
immediately following 
Columbus Day with most 
visitors staying throughout 
the week. A full listing of all 
the suggested rides, night 
life, and racing is available 
at DaytonaBeach.com. AIM 
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Motorcycle 
Accident? 
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Law Offices of 

Richard M. Lester 

Founder, Aid to Injured Motorcyclists 

1 10 Offices Throughout North America 
Free Legal Consultation 
No Recovery = No Fee 
We Make House Calls 

Attorneys in Every State & Providence Who Ride 
No Fees on Motorcycle Damage Recovered 
Also Auto Accidents 


^CM^ffiniHE3(EGCI 0BDS-BS 

(800) ON-A 

W* ara on dorsad by the National Coalition of 
Motorcyclist* and more than fOOOtnot arc yde 
groups throughout the United State* and 
Canada, and ufVit as Legal Counsel for the 
CoiifedetCltiohs of Club*. 




SAFETY SKILLS by don gomo 


The Long Haul 


I'm writing this column WHILE PREPARING for 
my trip to Sturgis, South Dakota, for the 75th 
Sturgis Rally. The road will take me through 
Wyoming and Montana, so I thought this would 

be a good time to discuss things to 
consider when planning for traveling 
long-haul journeys on a bike. 

Let s first discuss packing. Knowing 
what to bring (and not to bring) is im- 
portant. Just about eveiybody has a 
tendency to overpack, which directly 
affects the bike's gross vehicle weight, 
which includes occupants, gear, and 
fuel. That weight will impact the bike's 
handling, so the gross vehicle weight 
limit shouldn't be exceeded. One solu- 
tion is to ship extra items that aren’t 
needed for daily road travel to your 
destination. 

But for this trip, I’ll be staying at a 
different location each night, so I need 
to reconfigure my approach to pack- 
ing. Since there are tons of web pages 
and blogs that cover information on 
this topic, I won't spend time on it, but 
knowing how to pack and what to 
bring is a crucial part of the trip. 

Some final words, though, about 
packing: do a dry run with your bike 
loaded to make sure eveiything 
remains in place and secure, plus 
perform final checks for tire pressure, suspension, and 
lubricant levels. If you're strapping down luggage or other 
items, make sure your securing devices are firmly attached 
and aren’t touching hot parts. 

Next, make sure your bike is ready for the ride. Ironi- 
cally, try not to have your bike serviced just before you roll 
out. Sometimes the service shop will spot a mechanical 
problem that you weren’t aware of, and having it fixed could 
delay your trip. Also, it's wise to ride your bike a little after 
the service to make sure eveiything is up to snuff before 
heading to faraway places. Being stuck in the middle of 
nowhere with no cellphone reception can be extremely 
frustrating, not to mention placing a real damper on your 
trip. Perhaps as part of your travel itineraiy, you can review 
dealer locations on your route. Besides knowing where to 
buy another T-shirt that you probably don’t need, it could 
help save a little time in case that "what if" happens. 


So now your bike is securely packed and ready to go, but 
what about you? Traveling long distances to new and 
distant places can be an enjoyable adventure, but consider, 
too, what you're capable of in terms of riding and seat time. 
For some folks, banging out a lot of miles during the first 
day is fairly easy, but fatigue will eventually set in. One way 
to fight fatigue is to opt for regular rest 
stops so you can stretch, relax, and 
wind down before continuing. Always 
keep yourself hydrated, too, and pack 
some snacks in your gear — just in 
case. Digesting a heavy meal while 
traveling can have a tiring effect that 
you don’t need, or want, to deal with. 

What about the trip itself? You'll 
probably be taking interstate highways 
or back roads or a combination of both, 
so make note of any landmarks and 
sights you'd like to see. That will have 
an impact on how many miles you can 
cover in a day. For the most part, fuel 
and rest stops are readily available on 
interstates, but those options become 
fewer when riding off the beaten path. 
Knowing what your bike gets for gas 
mileage also is a factor for selecting the 
roads you travel. 

There's one thing, though, that you 
can't control, and that's weather. Hav- 
ing an idea of what temperatures to ex- 
pect on your route lets you adjust 
accordingly for the type of gear you'll 
need and how often you may want to 
stop for a break. If you share my lack of 
faith in the weathermen's long-range forecasts, you might 
want to check The Weather Channel or refer to your favorite 
weather app on your smart phone before hitting the road. 
Heading into stormy weather isn't fun, and sometimes can be 
avoided either by waiting it out or rerouting your trip. 

Finally, if you're riding with a group of friends, hopefully 
everybody is at the same experience level in terms of seat 
time, need of rest stops, etc. Riding with folks who stop 
more frequently than you prefer to do, or not enough for 
you, can take the joy out of the journey. 

Traveling to distant destinations on your Harley is fun, 
but preride planning can make all the difference between a 
dream ride and one that turns into a nightmare. So always 
consider the unexpected, which can add to your delight or 
not. Most certainly, long-haul riding can be an adventure; it 
just depends on how you plan for it. And that's something 
you can plan on. AIM 



Preride planning can 
make all the difference 
between a dream ride 
and one that turns into 
a nightmare 
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You’ve invested a lot dressing up your bike, but we know that’s only half 
the fun. The other half is you! So, if you are looking to get yourself up to 
speed in the latest trends, remember, we don’t sell just bike parts. Rock 
your ride in style with the hottest gear from industry leading brands. Your 
bike’s had its fun, now it’s your turn, gear up with J&P Cycles. 

Call or order online 855 - 515-7080 

WWW.JPCYCLES.COM 



Contact us for your FREE J&P Cycles catalog today! 


PARTS • ACCESSORIES • APPAREL 


TOP-RATED CUSTOMER SERVICE • FREE TECH SUPPORT • 120-DAY RETURN POLICY • FREE SHIPPING ON ORDERS $90" AND UP 
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PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS by jeff hennie 


Lane Splitting 


Lane sharing or call it what you want — 

lane filtering, lane splitting, or just riding the 
broken white line, it's all the same — is good, 
and Lm all for it. Every state, except California, 

has banned the practice of lane 
splitting, and that's too bad. But 
many states could fully legalize lane 
splitting, and they could do it soon, 
which would certainly encourage 
other states' legislatures to follow 
suit. In fact, bills to legalize lane shar- 
ing were introduced this year not just 
in California, but in Nevada, Wash- 
ington, Texas, Arizona, and Oregon. 

The Oregon bill passed the state 
senate, the Nevada and California 
bills passed their respective state as- 
semblies, and the Arizona bill passed, 
but was vetoed by the governor. 

Critics of lane sharing argue that 
the process is dangerous. However, 
a recent study by the University of 
California says just the opposite, 
that lane sharing can actually save 
lives. The study concluded that 
motorcyclists traveling at 50 mph or 
slower are far less likely to suffer 
serious injuries in an accident than 
motorcyclists who aren't lane shar- 
ing or doing so at high speeds. The 
study found that just 9 percent of 
lane sharers suffered head injuries, 
compared to 17 percent overall. 

Furthermore, the death rate of lane sharers was 1.2 percent 
compared to 3 percent overall. 

A recent National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) report even acknowledges that lane sharing could 
result in a safer traffic community by reducing the number of 
rear end collisions among motorcyclists. The report goes on 
to state that lane sharing is worthy of further study. So why 
is it unthinkable to some motorists that motorcycle riders be 
allowed to split lanes in stop-and-go traffic? In my opinion, 
jealousy. I feel that motorists in standstill traffic wish they 
could scoot around the stopped vehicles in front of them. But 
they can't, so they hate anyone who can. They use the ruse 
that lane sharing results in death and injuiy to scare away 
would-be supporters of lane splitting, when facts show that 
lane sharing is actually safe. 


Some foreign countries allow lane sharing, and the 
practice does help generate smoother traffic flow. Many 
countries in Asia have two stop bars marked on the pave- 
ment at intersections. One bar is for cars and another bar in 
front of the cars is for two-wheelers. Doing so stages 
smaller, faster-accelerating motorcycles in front of the cages, 
allowing them to separate from the 
traffic mix until the next stop light 
where more bikes can filter to the 
front to further reduce time in traffic 
for eveiyone. 

Technically, the practice of lane 
splitting isn't legal in California, nor 
is it illegal. So what gives? Well, the 
California Highway Patrol (CHP) 
recently issued lane sharing guide- 
lines, not regulations, m hopes of in- 
stilling some good driving and riding 
habits for the motorists and bikers 
who share the lanes. Unfortunately, 
those guidelines were retracted due 
to a lone, anonymous petitioner 
objecting to them. As it stands now, 
law enforcement on that part of the 
West Coast is remaining neutral on 
the issue of lane sharing. 

The idea of legalizing lane sharing 
is controversial, and not necessarily 
popular, among many motorcyclists. 

I personally think it's a great tool to 
have in the ride kit. When tempera- 
tures top 1 00 F (not to mention 
humidity!) here in the Washington 
D.C. area, and I'm on an air-cooled 
motorcycle in stand- still traffic, it 
sure would be nice to have the legal 
option to keep motoring forward through stopped traffic. 

Of course, with freedom comes great responsibility. 
Abusing the privilege to lane share by doing so at high 
speeds and scaring motorists in the process by suddenly 
rocketing past them isn't a great idea. And it will certainly 
unnerve those like your Aunt Connie and Uncle Ted on 
their way home from an early dinner. So if you live in an 
area where it's already legal, play nice. If it's not legal in 
your state, maybe it's time to ask yourself, why not? 

Editor’s note: Jeff L f the VP of government relations for the MRF and 
served as Ltd Lob by id t. He id responsible for informing and coordinat- 
ing action with regard to legislation , executive action , or judicial 
decisions that affect motorcyclists on both dtate and national levels. 
Folhnv Jeff on Twitter @jeffrey_hennie. 



Technically, the practice of 
lane splitting isn’t legal in 
California, nor is it illegal 
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FLTR WINDSCREEN TRIMS OVERDRIVE GRIPS & PEGS 


NEW 2015 PM PREMIUM PARTS 

NEVER RESTING ON OUR LAURELS, WE ARE DETERMINED TO FORGE FORWARD IN CREATING NEW 
SUPERIOR PERFORMING PARTS WITH UNFORGETTABLE AESTHETICS FOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE. 
INDIVIDUALISM COMES STANDARD. CHARACTER IS BUILT. ICONS ARE REMEMBERED. 



ICONIC FOR 45 YEARS <> PERFORMANCE MACHINE » FORGING FORWARD 



AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE GIRL by cris sommer simmons 


A Friend For Life 


The motorcycling community recently 

said good-bye to a dear friend, Margery “ Cookie 
Crum. She had a huge impact on me personally, 
and it's not easy to think I won't share any more 
laughs with this big-hearted woman again in this 

life. Her story is a special one, and she 
loved to tell it. 

The year was 1946, and Cookie, 
then Margery Coffman, was strll rn 
high school learning shorthand. Or at 
least she was supposed be to learning 
that skill. But 15-year-old Cookie be- 
came distracted every time a motor- 
cycle passed by her window at Sarasota 
High School in Sarasota, Florida. She 
wasn't smitten by boys or school; her 
love was motorcycles, and she knew 
that someday she would ride one ! 

That someday came the following 
year when a boy named Kenny 
Kennedy taught Cookie how to ride. 

He would prck her up rn hrs car, she 
would throw her boots out the bed- 
room window, pick them up, and off 
they'd go in his car to get on his 1937 
Harley- Davidson 74. 

During a family trip to Chicago's 
Riverview Amusement Park, Cookie 
saw her first Wall of Death motor- 
drome show. She became mesmerrzed, 
watching over and over as the riders 
raced up and down the wall. Little did 
she know that rt was rn her future. 

Everything changed rn 1949 when 
18-year-old Cookie spotted an ad in the 
Sarasota Herald- Tribune for the World of 
Mirth Show that read "Travel and Ad- 
venture, will teach personable girl with 
nerve and courage to become a motorcy- 
cle exhrbrtion rrder rn a Motordrome.'' Cookie thought rt 
sounded like a great adventure, plus she longed to travel, so 
she applied and got the job, soon to be billed as "Cookie 
Ayers, Queen of the Daredevils." Ayers was her stage name. 

But there remarned one minor problem: Cookie needed 
to learn to ride what the showmen rode on the wall, a 1929 
Indian Scout. It took about a month of practice for her to 
master the skill. She told me that riding the wall wasn't as 
hard as it looked. But like anything, it took lots of practice. 


The start was the hardest part, but once she got up on the 
wall, it was an amazing feeling! 

Within the next several years, Cookie married, had her 
daughter Michele, and then got divorced. She raised Michele 
by herself along with help from her adopted family of 
"carmes" as they traveled the country with the motordrome 
show. Mother and daughter lived m the back of a semi-trailer 
that held the walls for her act. Cookie 
continued riding the wall for eight 
years, spending summers up north at 
the fairs and winters in Florida. 

Although Cookie loved the traveling 
part of her job, she eventually settled 
down, and in her later years, she often 
referred to herself as a "retired dare- 
devil." But motorcycling remained con- 
stant in Cookie's life. For many years, 
she was a member of the Motor Maids, 
and she later became a prominent 
Harley- Davidson dealer in Portland, 
Oregon. In 1985, Cookie married the 
love of her life, a wonderful man 
named Bob Crum, enabling her to ac- 
tually become Cookie Crum ! I often 
joked that she must have always been 
looking for a guy named Crum so she 
could have that name ! Bob and Cookie 
spent many years together and also 
met because of their interest in motor- 
cycling. Naturally, they were always 
involved in the sport. 

Cookie and I met in 2008 when I was 
writing my book, The American Motorcycle 
Glrbf, 1900-1950. I fell in love with her 
contagious energy, which led to our last- 
ing friendship. I was so thrilled to in- 
clude her stoiy in my book and proud 
when she was inducted into the Sturgis 
Motorcycle Hall of Fame in 2009. 

Most of all, though, Cookie was a 
fun and wonderful friend with a 
hearty laugh. She loved talking about 
her days riding the wall, and years later, she found a kin- 
dred spirit in another rare lady wall rider, Samantha Mor- 
gan. The two became great friends who shared a special 
bond. Cookie also enjoyed a great friendship with another 
wall rider, Charlie Ransom, whom she loved like a son. I 
learned so much from her, and that if you have a dream, 
then go live it! Be yourself and don't be afraid to take 
chances or to spread your wings ! We love and miss you, 
Cookie. AIM 



Cookie thought it 
sounded like a great 
adventure, plus she 
longed to travel, so she 
applied and got the job, 
soon to be billed as 
‘Cookie Ayers, Queen of 
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YEARS OF WINNING 


ANDREW HINES 
4X CHAMPION 


HI-OUTPUT GRENADES TUNED WITH (jFtaalgaalt 

SHOWN WITH V02 AIR INTAKE 

Contact your local Deafer for pricing and availability. 

IN CALIFORNIA: In order lo meet Air Resources Board emissions requirements, certain 
aftermarket part applications have been Identified as replacements, and others have 
received AR& Executive Orders. All other emissions related aflermarket pods ore for 
competition use only. A 1st of replacement parts and EO ports, and corresponding 
fitment is provided ot vanceandhines.com/calitornia_ 


vanceandhines 

.com 
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HARBOR FREIGHT 


QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES 


QUALITY TOOLS 



PITTSBURGN^m 

4" MAGNETIC 
PARTS HOLDER 

LOT 62535 



REG. PRICE 

$5.99 

lillllllllM 

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling^ 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 


MOTORCYCLE 
WHEEL CHOCK 

LOT 60392/69026 shown 



$2Q99 

REG. PRICE 

$49.99 


lllllll 111 M 


LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. ■ 



4 PIECE 1"x 15 FT. 
RATCHETING TIE DOWNS 

LOT 60405/61524/62322/90984 shown 


REG. PRICE 

$19.99 


.til 
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LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 
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40 LB. CAPACITY 
FLOOR BLAST 
CABINET 

LOT 62144 
68893 shown 

$17999 

REG. PRICE $299.99 

HiiiiiiiiiiiHiiiiiiiiHiiiiiijiiiiiiiiiii 




HEAVY DUTY RETRACTABLE 
AIR HOSE REEL WITH 
3/8" x 25 FT. HOSE 

LOT 46104/69266 
69234 shown 

CENTUM 

PWMUIK 


$4999 


REG. PRICE $99.99 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiriiiniiiiiinifiiiiiiiiii 

0382224(3 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 


mm 

LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or 
■ HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. ‘Cannot be used with 
1 other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside Track Club membership, 

I extended service plans or on any of the following: compressors, 
generators, tool storage or carts, welders, floor jacks, Towable Ride-On 
Trencher, Saw Mill (Item 61712/62366/67138), Predator Gas Power 

I Items, open box items, in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not 
valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with 
original receipt. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. 
I Valid through 1/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 
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How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 
at the LOWEST Prices? 


We have invested millions 
of dollars in our own 
state-of-the-art quality test 
labs and millions more in 
our factories, so our tools 
will go toe-to-toe with the 
top professional brands. 

And we can sell them for a 
fraction of the price because 
we cut out the middle man 
and pass the savings on to 
you. It’s just that simple! 
Come visit one of our 
600 Stores Nationwide. 


mwi 


SUPER 

COUPON 


11 

30", 5 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 


'WINNER' 

Best Mechanic’s 
Tool Cart 

Truckin’ Magazine 



AVE 
180 

$ 169 " 

• 704 lb. Ca pacity REG . PRICE $349.99 
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LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


M/'/Wsuper I ^M/WM/super 
■ W W Vff coupon I ■ W W Irff coupon- 


900 PEAK/700 RUNNING WATTS 

2 HP (63 CC) 2 CYCLE 

GAS RECREATIONAL GENERATOR 

LOT 66619/60338/62472/69381 



$9999 


REG. PRICE $179.99 

lllllllll lllllll lllllllllllllllllllllllll IT 


U7H1I! 


LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800- 
423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


20 TON 
SHOP PRESS 

LOT 32879/60603 shown 
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1500 WATT 
DUAL TEMPERATURE 
HEAT GUN (57271112°) 


10 PIECE BEARING RACE 
AND SEAL DRIVER SET 

LOT 62624/95853 shown 

US+EENERAL 



LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800- 
423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


F ^ MOVER'S DOLLY 

40% 



$099 SAVE 

REG. PRICE $29.99 70% @ ® 
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LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 
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LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
' ' Valid through 1/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

M 500 LB. CAPACITY 
MOTORCYCLE LIFT 

PiTTSB. 


10001b. 

Capacity 



pmssimGH, 

RAPID PUMP® 

3 TON HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL FLOOR JACK 

LOT 69227/62116 
62584/62590/68048 shown 


SAVE 

_ $80 


REG. PRICE | 

$14.99 i 


$7999 


_ _ Weighs 

REG. PRICE $159.99 74 lbs. 


r/ 
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LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior | 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be | 
' Valid through 1/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


• Lift Range: 5-1/2" to 17" 

LOT 69995 shown 
60536/61632 

$ 69 " 

REG. PRICE $149.99 

IIIIPIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIII lllll IIIIIIHII lllllll 

02070220 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


HHRDY 

MECHANIC'S GLOVES 


MEDIUM 

LOT 62434 
62426 


LARGE j X-LARGE 

LOT 62433 LOT 62432 
62428 62429 


Sit l/E Y0URCH0ICE! 

60% $3" 
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92040239 

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 



REG. PRICE 

$9.99 


60", 4 DRAWER 

hardwood Workbench 

LOT 69054/62603/93454 shown 


SAVE 

v $110 

$ 139 "« 

1 11 min 1 niiiiii min 11 11 

920042 1 y 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


W|N EkhfiR 
DESIGN - 





















LOWEST PRICES mm 






600 Stores 
Nationwide 



Customer Rating 

DDDE.ir r 

PITTSBURGH l 

1000 LB. CAPACITY 
MOTORCYCLE LIFT 

LOT 69904/68892 shown 






LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 
be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 
purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 
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SUPER COUPON 


FREE 




WITH ANY PURCHASE 
PITTSBURGH 

1" X 25 FT. 

TAPE 
MEASURE 


n :_.r ■ | -‘ Hiri nine 

)0 AMP FLUX 
WIRE WELDER 

LOT 61849/62719 


No Gas Required 


$9999 


REG. PRICE 

$149.99 
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LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


*428°*! 

MtLPjUft | ■ Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling ' 800-423-2567. * 
£ /.OO jQO I Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges may apply if not | 
iin F-f | picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. 


LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. 
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18 PIECE SAE AND METRIC 
T-HANDLE BALL END 
HEX KEYSET 
PITTSBURGH 



$4#* 

LOT 62476 ‘ f JL * • 

96645 shown $ 
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LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 
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3 GALLON, 100 PSI OILLESS 
PANCAKE AIR COMPRESSOR 



LOT 60637/61 615 

95275 sEown 


CENTRAL 

nrauTir 

SAVE 

55 % 


$39" 


REG. PRICE 

$89.99 
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LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800- 
423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


SUPER-WIDE TRI-FOLD 
ALUMINUM LOADING RAMP 

Miral jiflimirj- 1 



• 15001b. C^f|QQ REG.PRK 

Capacity ^ $149.9 
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LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800- 
423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 




3 PIECE TITANIUM 
NITRIDE COATED 
HIGHSPEED STEEL 
STEP DRILLS 

SAVE 
55% 

LOT 69087 
60379 

91616 shown _ _ 

REG. PRICE $19.99 
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92003372 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through jl/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

ALUMINUM 
MOTORCYCLE WHEEL 
CLEANING STAND 


"heavy” )UTY ! 
CHAIN BREAKER 

Pittsburgh msm 

-OT 66488 £^!||/£ 

47% 

$999 

REG. PRICE $16.99 
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LOT 98800 


@3200700 

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior | 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be I 
presented. Valid through 1/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

56^11 DRAWER 
INDUSTRIAL QUALITY 
ROLLER CABINET 

LOT 69395/62499/67681 shown 
Weighs 441 lbs. 
3458 lb. Capacity 


V 


5001b. 


$ig99 

REG. PRICE $34.99 
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• SAVE 

j 42% Capacity 

I 

I U2n2fl41 -« 

, LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
| 800-423-3567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
( purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. pun 
I Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be I Offs 

* presented. Valid through 1/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



$ 699 ": 

REG. PRICE $11 99.99 I 

1 mill 1111111 1 11 mini Hill 11 iiiiii 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling t 
1-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior | 


3201730 

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

6.5HP[2T2“CC)0HV 
HORIZONTAL SHAFT 
GAS ENGINES 

POeOATOfl 

ER9SXII 

LOT 60363/69730/68120 
LOT 68121/69727 shown 
CALIFORNIA ONLY 

$9999 

REG. PRICE $279.99 
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LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or c 


or by calling 
oupon or prior 
original receipt, 
jupor 

ugh 1/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


•100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
• Over 25 Million Satisfied Customers 


• No Hassle Return Policy 

• Lifetime Warranty on ah Hand Toms 


600 Stores Nationwide 
HarborFreight.com 800-423-2567 


12" SLIDING COMPOUND 
DOUBLE-BEVEL MITER SAW 
WITH LASER GUIDE 



LOT 61776/61969 
61970/69684 



p $13499 

^ REG. PRICE $299.99 



LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coup'on must be 
resented. Valid through 1/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

‘ 9 pFece fullyVoUshed 

COMBINATION 
Pittsburgh WRENCH SETS 
SAE 

’ LOT 69043/42304 shown 


O-fiB . 


no 


METRIC 

LOT 42305/69044 

YOUR CHOICE! 

$599 

REG. PRICE 

$15.99 


»?0«2DDI> 

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling/ 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

/ NON-CONTACT 
INFRARED 
THERMOMETER WITH 
LASER TARGETING 



LOT 96451/61894 
60725/69465 shown 

$2599 

REG. PRICE 

$59.99 
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350 LB. CAPACITY 
MOTOCROSS DIRT BIKE 
STAND 



LOT 66552 


$ 19" *$39 


. PRICE 

.99 
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LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
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LONG , LONELY ROAD I just got back from a trip from Indiana to California 
on US Route 50. The loneliest road m America lives up to its name. There are 
mountains and deserts and everything in between. I took these photos in Utah 
and Colorado with a Nikon D90. It was a great trip, and I recommend 50 to 
anyone who wants to see something different than a three- or four-lane freeway. 

BOB FRANKO 
Via Internet 



WHAT A PAIR! I just got done with 
the flames and custom paint job on my 
custom-built 1980 Harley Shovelhead. 

The flames were cut out with a plasma 
cutter then I hand-formed them to the 
tank. I drilled 15 holes in each one and 
spot-welded them to the tank. The 
color is Chevy Toxic Corvette Orange, 
and the carbon fiber was also hand- 
painted in a three-step process. The 
engine and transmission are all stock, 
just rebuilt, and there's a lot of chrome 
and polished aluminum. It's a great bike to ride and gets tons of looks. I also 
painted my 1995 Chevy truck to match the Harley. 

GREG LANE 

Central City, I A 


We welcome letters on any subject, whether we agree with the writers or not. Electronic letters, both with and without photos, can 
be e-mailed to Letters(o)AmericanlronMag.com. Photos should be high-resolution, JPEG images (at least 300 dpi at 4" x 6"). Please also 
include your name, address, and a brief description of each photo. And although we reserve the right to edit, shorten, or change your letters 
so they make no sense at all, we do promise not to mess with your images. That means no phony mustaches, tutus, etc. (However, we may 
slip an issue of American Iron Magazine into the photo somewhere.) 
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WE RIDE 

We were riders long before we became 
attorneys. We understand what you're 
going through and are recognized 
experts in the field of motorcycle law. 
At Russ Brown Motorcycle Attorneys, 
our experience on two wheels Is a 
passion that works to your benefit, 

d/d/L (L 


WE CARE 


Russ was inducted into the Sturgis 
Motorcycle Hall of Fame, the only 
attorney ever to receive this honor His 
commitment to the motorcycle 
community resulted in M BAM" 
(Breakdown Assistance for Motorcyclists), a 
FREE nationwide volunteer program of 
2,000.000 riders helping riders 
everywhere in the U.S, We go the extra 
mite for our clients and our friends. Our 
business model is built on relationships 
and trust. 




Our track record and reputation have 
earned us the respect of our 
adversaries and the entire legal 
community. We don’t lay down for 
insurance companies and w© work 
tirelessly to get the maximum possible 
recovery for our clients. Don't settle for 
less than you deserve. Gall 
1-BGG-4-BIKERS for a free consultation 
with the experts first. 


I recommend Russ Brown Motorcycle Attorneys highly as they were fast and efficient when I needed them most They 
fully appreciate riders 1 needs as they ride and understood my situation fully. I have no regrets and am very happy with 
the outcome. When the unthinkable happens, It’s good to have them on your side, f wouldn’t consider anyone else H 

neither should you. 

‘Thank you, 
Rick Rademacher 


Call us at 1'80(H~BiKERS or visit our website at RussBrown.com today. 







SPORTY BAGGER I named my 2007 
XL1200L Sportster Midnight Rider. It 
has Vance & Hines Shortshot pipes, 


naked air filter, and a fuel chip. It also 
has a tombstone taillight, Sundowner 
seat, and lots of bags. I bought it stock 
in 2010 with 700 miles on it. I put 
about 6,000 or 7,000 miles a year on it 
just going to work in Michigan. It 
would be more, but we get a lot of rain 
here in the summer. 

ROBIN GUERRA 

Pinckney ; Ml 

MIRROR, MIRROR I love how AIP 
Speed used Harley-Davidson mirrors 
on the supercharged Fat Boy build in 
the story Beast With A Blower (page 
44) in issue #325. I love the magazine. 

DIANE CLARK 
Via internet 

NO WORRIES! This is my 1992 XL 
Sportster, which was converted to a 
1200. She is my replacement bike after 


I lost my Street Glide when I was laid 
off. There’s nothing better to take your 
mind off your troubles than a ride in 
the Texas Hill 
Country! 

JAMES 
HALLMARK 

Kings land, 
TX 

FROM A 
LONG 
WINTER'S 
NAP 

Chris, I’ve been 
an AIM sub- 
scriber for some 
time as well as 
having several 
H-D-oriented books that you’ve been 
involved with. My ride will have sat in 
storage for 18 months with no prep of 
any kind and a half tank of gas. I’ve 
heard so many nightmares about 
ethanol left in tanks. I know it’ll need 
at least a charge, if not a new battery. I 
want to pull it out and hop on but 
know better than that. Could you tell 
me what I need to do and/or tell me 
what you’ve done to see not just the 
safety factor but so that I may properly 
take care of my bike and what to do 
before starting it? Words of V-twin 
wisdom would be appreciated. 

PAUL LAFONTAINE 
Wewahitchka, FL 


Paul, you’re right about the old gas in 
the tank being an issue. The half-filled 
tank could have allowed the top half of 
the tank to rust. Normally, the tank 

has a protective 
coating inside to 
prevent this, but 
it’s worth check- 
ing. Other than 
the obvious 
need to drain all 
the old fuel 
from the tank 
and refill it with 
fresh fuel, 
ethanol can be a 
problem on a 
carburetor- 
equipped bike. 
Once the gaso- 
line has evapo- 
rated from the 
carb’s float 
bowl, it leaves a 
varnish-like 
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coating behind and sometimes over the 
main and slow jet in the CV carb. The 
fix is to remove the float bowl and 
spray carb cleaner on and into the 
holes in the jets to clear them of this 
coating. Dropping the float bowl also 
gets rid of the bad fuel in the bowl. 

IVe never (so far) had an issue with 
the injectors in an EFI-equipped bike. 
Other needs would be to check tire 
pressure, fluid levels, brake fluid, 
brake and clutch operation, etc. Also 
check to see if there's any crap (nests, 
etc.) in the exhaust or air cleaner. Ba- 
sically, do the same stuff you would 
check after storing the bike over the 
winter. However, before you top off 
the oil in the engine's tank, start the 
engine. Of course, make sure there's at 
least some oil in the tank first! Let the 
engine run about a minute or so to get 
any excess oil that's drained into the 
engine's lower end back into the oil 
tank. You can then top it off or do an 
oil and filter change (recommended). I 
hope this helps, Paul, and good luck! 

— Chris 

THANKS g RO S Hey, Rosemary, 
how's it gom? Wanted to let you know 
I picked up the IMI slipcases, and 
you're right, they're really nice! You 
did a great job of packing them so they 
arrived in A-l condition. Thanks again 
for assisting me with this transaction. I 
will be in touch again if you have any- 
thing left from the GreaseRag.com 
vaults of Indian Motorcycle 1 lUu t rate?. 

DON 
Via Internet 


THE RIDE Time has a way of moving 
quickly and catching you unawares. It 
seems like only yesterday I was young, 



recently married, and embarking on 
my new life with my wife. Yet in a way, 
it seems like eons ago, and I wonder 


Corbin 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON 





Designed to fit perfectly to the 
tank, chassts and fender 

Genuine leather breathes, 


Color matched ABS 
finishing plates. 

tiHD-FLHM-FUP 

$693.00 


US Paten! No. 
4.953.911 


800 538 7035 www.Corbin.com 
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where all the years went. I know that I 
lived them all. I have glimpses of how 
it was back then and of all my hopes 
and dreams. But here it is, the last 
stretch of road, the last few curves, and 
it catches me by surprise ... how did I 
get here so fast? 

I have no promise that the road will 
go on much longer, so I live for today 
and say all the things that I want to 
those close to me to remember. I laugh 
easily, forgive quickly, and I will never 
regret getting older. It's a privilege de- 
nied to many. The sun is shining; it's a 
beautiful day. Time to let the clutch 
out and enjoy the ride! 

BRIAN FITZPATRICK 
Via Internet 

RUSHMORES AT RUSHMORE 

For the past three years, my buddy 
Bob and I have been taking road trips 


on our bikes twice a year. So far, we’ve 
traveled to 26 states. Our goal is to 
eventually hit every one. We used to do 
these trips on Dynas, but this year, we 
both bought new Project RUSH- 
MORE Touring bikes to make the ride 
a little more comfortable. His is a 2014 
Road King, mine is a 2015 Road Glide 
Special. Our latest adventure was a 
nine-day, 3,800-mile trip from New 
Jersey to South Dakota. We visited 
Mt. Rushmore and Custer State Park. 
We rode Needles Highway and many 
other great roads. We saw some beau- 
tiful scenery and met a lot of cool peo- 
ple along the way, too. These trips have 
become stress-relieving retreats for us. 
There’s no better feeling than packing 
up your bike and hitting the road ! 

NICKGUADAGNO 
Port Reading, NJ 

WHERE'S THE EVO? In the article 
Last Labor of Love in issue #325, it 
states on page 62 that “ and it was 


the style that lasted until the Twin Cam 
engine came along in 1984.” What 
happened to the Evolution engine, and 
where can I buy an ’84 Twin Cam? 
Really, overall, you have a great 
magazine. 

TIM WAYMIRE 

Elwood, IN 

Yeah, we blew it big time on that one! 
Thanks for the assist. — Chris 

SPORTSTER CLUTCH SPROCKET 
SPACERS I’ve been reading your 
magazine for many years. When it 
comes to Donny Petersen’s articles, I 
usually read them twice before 
anything else. In issue #325, Donny 
references a “mmd boggling” list of 
Sportster clutch sprocket spacers. To 
add a little more “boggle” to the list, 
there is one more: #37755-57. It’s in 
the 1965 Sport- 
ster parts 
catalog, and I’m 
using one in my 

1967XLCH 

restoration. I 
believe it has 
the same 
dimensions as 
#37754-74. As 
Donny states, 
it’s “veiy 
confusing.” I can 
attest to this as 
I just went 
through the process myself. 

JOHN BRADLEY 
Via Internet 

THANKS FOR TRIKES Thanks for 
the latest issue of AIM (#326) . Tracy 
Martin’s trike kits article couldn’t be 
more timely. I’m looking at this being 
my last year of riding two wheels due to 
some medical issues. I have been think- 
ing of converting my Road Glide into a 
trike. The article brought up several 
good points, one of which I had never 
thought about: the ABS issue. I’m going 
to have to deal with it throwing codes 
or come up with a way to eliminate it. I 
also learned of a few manufacturers I 
wasn’t aware of. It’s great to see that the 
folks at AIM are considering those of us 
who are getting too old (or broken) for 
traditional riding, but not yet willing to 
give up being in the wind, thanks. It’s 
much appreciated. 

THOR 

Via Internet 



BURNIN ' DOWN THE HOUSE 

John D. stated he was having trouble 
kickstarting his magneto-fired 1964 
XLCH m cold weather even though 
the bike had always started well. Dan 
gave him a lengthy list of things that 
might be causing the problem. Before 
doing anything, try covering the bike 
and placing a space heater under it for 
about 30 minutes. This will warm up 
the 60 W oil and allow John to utilize 
his warm- weather/cold- start combina- 
tion. I once had a 1952 K Model with a 
magneto and no batteiy as well as a 
1973 XLCH with points. Cold-weather 
starts were never a problem. 

NICK GARTON 
Bedford, TX 


PART OF THE FAMILY I love my 
1995 Road King, which I purchased 
new and have owned for 20 years! I 



consider this bike a family member 
and have enjoyed the journey to make 
it my own creation. It’s a joy to ride 
and has taken me to a ton of great 
motorcycle events. 

J. DANNY GIBBS 

Cartersville, GA 

VICTORY GUY JOINING THE 
FAMILY I ve enjoyed your mag even 
though I ride a Victoiy. Issues #323-24 
were veiy interesting and bold for a 
mostly Harley-oriented magazine. 

Donny Petersen’s articles m those issues 
comparing Harleys and Victoiys were 
fun to read. Now don’t get me wrong, 

I’d love to have a Harley. I’ve always 
wanted one and never have gotten one 
for a number of reasons: I’ve been on a 
Victoiy for seven years, and I have just 
too many T-shirts and caps to change 
now. I’m now a subscriber because I like 
the content and layout of your mag. 
Furthermore, I’ve seen your sponsorship 
of events and places I like and also 
support. So, I’m joining the family. 

JOE SIMERTZ 
White Bear Lake, MN 
AIM 
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HOW IT WORKS • by Tracy Martin 


EXHAUST SYSTEM THEORY 

Part I: Pressure pulses, sonic waves, and header pipe sizes 



WHY CHANGE THE FACTORY EXHAUST ON A HARLEY- DAVIDSON? 
Exhaust beauty is in the eye of the beholder, and because the 
exhaust on a Harley is prominent, changing the entire exhaust 
system, or just the slip-on mufflers, can make a significant dif- 
ference in how a bike looks and sounds and what that state- 
ment says about the owner. For example, if you own a 2008 
Softail or Dyna and don't want the same exhaust system as 
the other 140,908 owners of the same motorcycle, you can 
change the exhaust to aftermarket components and stand out 
from everyone else. Aftermarket exhaust systems/components 
can (hopefully) add engine performance, another reason why 
owners want to change out the stock exhaust. 

Why doesn't the factory install high-performance exhaust 
What exhaust system on all of its motorcycles? After all, H-D has the engineering ex- 

you choose has a big pertise and dynamometer-testing facilities to design the perfect 

effect on how your 
engine performs. Each 
style of system, as well 
as the diameter and 
length of the header 
pipes, does a lot more 
than just get the hot 
exhaust gases away 
from your legs. 

(Rinehart exhaust 
system shown). 


B ring up the topic of motorcycle exhaust 

systems, and all kmds of thrngs come to mmd: 
looks, sound, performance, and cost. In fact, 
changing a motorcycle's exhaust system is one 
of the most popular modifications riders make 
to their motorcycles. 

Stock Exhaust 


exhaust system. The Motor Company's 
goal regarding exhaust systems is to do 
just that, but it must also keep the cost as 
low as possible and comply with all of the 
government-mandated rules for doing so. 

As far as engine performance is con- 
cerned, understanding what an exhaust 
system is supposed to accomplish will 
help in determining why some systems 
work better than others. The exhaust 
stroke, in the four-stroke engine cycle, 
starts when the piston is moving up- 
wards and the exhaust valve opens. 
When this takes place, there are many 
factors that come into play inside the ex- 
haust system. These include exhaust gas 
velocity, pressure and sound waves, and 
the temperature of the exhaust gases, 
which all interrelate to affect engine 
performance. 

Exhaust Pulses & Waves 


WHILE AN EXHAUST SYSTEM MAY APPEAR 
as only a series of tubes, it's much more 
than that. Think of a motorcycle exhaust 
system as an air pump that uses exhaust 
pressure pulses to assist in removing 
burned gases from the engine's cylin- 
ders. In addition to gas removal, the 
exhaust pump also helps refill the cylin- 
ders with a fresh air and fuel charge for 
the next combustion event. When the 
exhaust valve opens during engine op- 
eration, a pulse of high-pressure gas 
travels into the exhaust header pipe at 
about 300 feet per second (fps). In ad- 
dition to the pressure wave, a sonic 
wave (sound wave) also travels 
down the header pipe at a faster 
1,600 fps. That's 1,091 mph! The 
speed of both the sonic and pres- 
sure waves is determined by the 
shape and diameter of the header 
pipe, plus the temperature of the 
exhaust gases. When exhaust gas 
temperatures decrease, both waves 
slow down. To retain more heat, 
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HOW IT WORKS 


exhaust pipes are shorter on a race bike 
than those used on a street motorcycle. 
It's also why some racers wrap their ex- 
haust system in thermal tape and/or use 
an internal ceramic coating to keep the 
exhaust gases as hot as possible as they 
pass through the system. 

The high-pressure exhaust pulses 
move down the header tube at high 
speed, creating a low (negative) pres- 
sure area just behind the high-pressure 
wave. When the exhaust gas wave 
reaches the collector (where both 
header pipes join in a 2-into-l system), 
it expands because the area of the col- 
lector is much larger than the header 
pipes. The wave expands within the col- 
lector in all directions, including back up 
the header pipe to the exhaust valve. 
This expansion also takes place in 
2-into-2 and true dual systems, but to a 
lesser degree. In a well-designed 
exhaust system, the negative part of the 
pressure wave reaches the exhaust valve 
during valve overlap. 

Valve overlap takes place at the end 
of the exhaust stroke when the piston is 
near top dead center (TDC) and the in- 
take valve is just starting to open. With 
both valves slightly open, the intake run- 
ners are subject to the pressure in the 
exhaust. When the negative exhaust 
pressure wave reaches the exhaust 
valve, it goes into the combustion cham- 
ber and sucks out the last bit of exhaust 
gases left over from the exhaust stroke. 


The negative pressure wave continues 
past the slightly open intake valve and 
possibly into the intake runners, helping 
the fresh air/fuel charge get a head start 
in filling the cylinder. The end result is 
that the cylinder now fills with more 
air/fuel mixture than it could without 
the negative exhaust pressure wave. 
This cylinder filling translates to an in- 
crease in the torque curve. There's no 
free lunch, and this '‘supercharging” ef- 
fect only takes place within a200or300 
rpm range. At other engine rpm, the 
pressure wave may have no effect or 
even have a detrimental effect on engine 
torque production because a positive 
pressure wave can also carry exhaust 
gas back into the cylinder and intake 
runner and dilute the incoming fresh 
air/fuel mixture charge. 

Header Pipes 

In addition to temperature, another 

factor in keeping exhaust gas speeds 
high is the diameter of the header pipe. 
The larger the pipe, the slower the gas 
speed for the same engine displacement. 
Pressure always moves from high pres- 
sure to low pressure, and higher exhaust 
gas speeds create a lower negative 
pressure wave that helps extract the 
high-pressure exhaust gases from the 
cylinder. As stated earlier, having lots of 
negative pressure during valve overlap 
is the key to making engine power. The 
header pipe size is related to engine dis- 


placement, and the header tube should 
be slightly larger than the exhaust port 
area. If the header pipe size is too large, 
the exhaust gases slow down and less 
exhaust will be pulled from the cylinder, 
making less engine power. Header tube 
size tends to shift torque production up 
or down in relationship to peak torque 
output and engine rpm. The length of 
the header pipe also affects the amount 
of torque produced both above and 
below the engine's peak torque rpm. In 
general, shorter header pipes create 
torque higher on the rpm scale, and 
longer pipes move peak torque lower on 
the rpm scale. 

Here are some general guidelines re- 
garding header pipe diameters on Twin 
Cam engines. For 88", 96", and most 
103" engines, use a 1-3/4" header pipe 
diameter. On 110" and 113" engines with 
intake valves that are 2.100" or larger 
that are focused on making horsepower, 
you should use 2" header pipes. For 
Twin Cam engines below 120", header 
pipe size should be based on the state of 
tune. The degree of cylinder porting, 
camshaft duration and lift, and level of 
compression can require either a 1-3/4" 
or 2" header pipe. For Twin Cam engines 
120" or larger, a 2" header pipe should be 
used. As for Evo engines, if the displace- 
ment is under 100", use 1-3/4" header 
pipes. If the engine is over 100", use 2" 
pipes. High-performance S&S 96"- 124" 
engines should run 2" headers because 



This graph shows how exhaust pressure waves affect pressure at the exhaust port in the cylinder head. When the exhaust valve opens, the pressure goes up and turns 
negative as the pressure wave creates a vacuum behind it as the wave travels through the header pipe. The negative pressure ultimately helps move the exhaust gases out 
of the header pipe. Negative pressure occurs again during valve overlap and gives the incoming air/fuel charge a boost as it travels through the intake valve. While this 
graph only shows one pressure wave cycle, the process takes place many times per second during the exhaust stroke. 
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HOW IT WORKS 


their cylinder heads flow more effec- 
tively than stock Evo engines. 

Header pipe length is problematic on 
Harley's V-twin engine because of its 
siamesed crankshaft and close-firing 
order. Header pipe lengths have to be 
restricted on a Harley to between 20"- 
40". Outside these parameters, the 
rider's feet, legs, forward controls, and 
footpegs/floorboards get in the way of 
the pipes. In general, longer header 
pipes tend to increase engine power 
below peak torque but decrease it 
above, while short pipes affect engine 
power by decreasing midrange torque 
but add to top-end power. 

To summarize, longer, small-diameter 
header pipes work for lower rpm, and 
shorter, large-diameter pipes work for 
high-rpm power output. Regarding en- 
gine size, smaller engines require smaller 
head pipes, both in length and volume, 
and a larger engine requires a larger 
head pipe in volume. Too much header 
pipe volume on an engine will shift the 
peak torque up the rpm scale, which is 
great for all-out power, but not so much 
for street riding where low to midrange 
torque is important. 

Stepped Headers 

SOME EXHAUST MANUFACTURERS USE 
stepped header technology in their de- 
signs. A stepped header, or head pipe, 

This graph illustrates how 
changing the header pipe 
diameter affects engine 
power with a given 
engine size. The small- 
diameter pipe (red line) 
provides good midrange 
torque but drops off at 
higher rpm. The largest 
diameter pipe (green 
line) adds torque at high 
rpm but at the expense 
of low-speed torque. The 
medium-sized pipe (blue 
line) provides slightly 
more torque in the 
engine’s midrange and is 
a good compromise 
between the larger and 
smaller header pipe 
diameters. 


uses increasingly larger diameters along 
the length of the header pipe. In most de- 
signs, the smallest tubing diameter starts 
at the header flange exhaust port and, at 
some distance from that point, the tubing 
diameter is increased 1/8". This increase 
in head pipe diameter is the step. Most 
stepped headers consist of either two 
head pipe diameters that make up a sin- 
gle step or three tube diameters that re- 
sult in a double step. The theory behind 
using a stepped header is that more neg- 
ative pressure reversion waves are gen- 
erated at the exhaust port than with a 
single-diameter head pipe. However, the 
no-free-lunch rule applies, and the low- 
pressure waves in the stepped pipe can 
be weaker than those created by a non- 
stepped pipe, depending on the design. 
The steps help maintain exhaust gas ve- 
locity over the entire length of the head 
pipe and, theoretically, this can widen 
the engine's torque curve by increasing 
the time that the negative pressure wave 
is at the exhaust valve. 

The advantage of using a stepped 
header is that it can create high torque 
at low rpm and high horsepower at high 
rpm. The stepped header is essentially a 
tapered pipe, but as the pipe diameter 
increases, the engine rpm that benefits 
from the strong negative pressure waves 
becomes narrower. Conversely, a longer 
pipe with fewer steps widens the effec- 


tive rpm range that the waves work in, 
but the strength of the waves will be 
less. Because of these tradeoffs, stepped 
headers tend to work best on large- 
displacement and/or high-rpm engines. 

The length, placement, and diameter 
of the steps are but a few of the numer- 
ous variables that effect how well a 
stepped header pipe works. There are 
other factors that limit how they're de- 
signed. For example, the distance of the 
bend in the header immediately after ex- 
iting the exhaust port and the location of 
the motorcycle's frame determine where 
the first step can be placed. With lots of 
opinions regarding the use and design of 
stepped headers, it's hard to know how 
well they work for every combination of 
performance parts on a particular en- 
gine. There are numerous factors that all 
interrelate and affect standard and 
stepped header design — engine dis- 
placement, valve and port size, camshaft 
duration and lift, cylinder head porting, 
and engine rpm — so it's difficult to 
make comparisons between the different 
designs of head pipes. 

Co nclu sion 

IN THE NEXT ISSUE, WE'LL DISCUSS 
2-into-l, 2-into-2, and true dual exhaust 
systems, back pressure, catalytic 
converters, slip-on mufflers, and other 
topics. AIM 
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Victory Magnum vs. 
H-D Road Glide 

Part II: Fairings, saddlebags, comfort, 
sound system & finishes 


Here are Norway’s 
Bergen Harley-Davidson 
Manager Ivar Erdal (left) 
and Service Manager Sjur 
Bruland (right). The 
dealership is welcoming 
and a personal relation- 
ship develops quickly 
due to their good and 
knowledgeable staff. 
Trust me, I don’t say this 
about some corporate 
stores. 


I HAVE BECOME A HARLEY HERETIC. HOWEVER, l'M NOT 
alone as the reader will see. I have ridden Model K, 
45", 74", and 80" flatheads; Panheads, the odd Knuck- 
lehead, Sportsters, many Shovels, lots of Evos, and 
even more Twin Cams for over 45 years. I have expe- 
rience with dressers (baggers) equipped with both 
frame-mounted and fork-mounted fairings; kick and electric 
starters; rigid, swingarm, rubber-mount, and Softail frames; 
frame-mounted, parallelogram, and pogo stick seats; hand, 
jockey, and foot shifters; foot, hand, and hydraulic clutches; 
dead man’s wire, single cable, dual cable, and fly- by- wire 
throttles; stock motorcycles of all vintages; modified Harleys 
of all types; every kind of chopper imaginable; and perfor- 
manced H-D engines of every size and configuration. Do I 
like Harley, the motorcycle? I love Harleys! I’ve lived and 
breathed Harley my whole life. I’ve ridden various H-Ds 
across North America, and in Europe, the Middle East, South 
Africa, Thailand, and parts of Russia and South America. 

Harley has a great story, an extraordinaiy and fabled his- 
toiy. Its quality has improved immeasurably from what it was. 
However, I’ve added an American-made 106", six-speed over- 
drive transmission-equipped, 2015 Victoiy Magnum to my 
stable. I’ve been comparing my Magnum with my 2007 per- 
formanced H-D Street Glide. There is no comparison. The 
Magnum is superior m every way to my 8-year-old Street 
Glide. I lined up my Magnum with my 2007 Street Glide. Sur- 



prise! The Magnum is a bit bigger. 
Wow! I didn’t expect this to be so. 
However, the Magnum is about 75 
pounds lighter, likely due to its alu- 
minum frame. 

The comparison between an older 
and newer bike is not fair. I needed to 
ride a 2015 Harley-Davidson to even 
the odds, so I rented a brand-new 2015 
103" Rushmore Road Glide Special 
from Bergen Harley-Davidson (HDber- 
gen.no) in Norway. As a note, the H-D 
Rushmore 103" models have a new 
OEM air cleaner and cams, which work 
much better and are a big improvement 
over the previous stock 103" air cleaner 
and cams. I rode with my Norwegian 
buddy, Egil, through Denmark, Ger- 
many, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, 
Serbia, Macedonia, Greece, Italy, and 
Austria. We took a different route back 
through Germany, Denmark, and into 
Norway. Egil rode a 2001 fuel-injected 
Twin Cam 88. The 88-incher had no 
trouble keeping up with the larger Road 
Glide engine to about 85 mph (140 
kph). After that, the Road Glide domi- 
nated. The 2015 Harleys have improved 
immeasurably over previous models. 
My immediate response was, “Wow!” 

How It Started 

SINCE i’m new to victory motor- 
cycles, I’ll begin by saying how this bike 
began to imprint itself on my Harley 
mind. Impressions leave subconscious 
etchings that guide future interactions as 
positive or negative. I had four major 
first impressions over the last three 
years. 

My first impression was three years 
ago with Victoiy ’s deluxe bagger, the Vi- 
sion, when a friend bought one. I 
thought the Vision was innovative and 
functional but certainly not my cup of 
tea. It is out there! Its designer, Arlen 
Ness, must have been taking designer 
steroids! I didn’t and do not like this 
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You know every inch of your bike. Not just the 
engine size, or the color code of the paint. It's the 
special details that only you know about. Like the 
way the exhaust opens up just right at 3,200rpm. 
Or that scuff on the footpeg you picked up while 
riding through Deal’s Gap. 


It’s the details that make your bike unique, and 
no one knows this more than GEICO. With 
GEICO Motorcycle insurance, you’ll get coverage 
specific to your bike, and a team of people who love 
motorcycles as much as you do. 


When it comes to insurance, it’s the little things 
that make a big difference. Trust the details to 
GEICO Motorcycle. 
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geico.com 1 1-800-442-9253 1 Local Office 


Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. Motorcycle coverage is underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees 

Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2015 GEICO. 
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The Magnum fairing is 
fork-mounted, like the 
FLH, but these front 
forks do not shimmy 
with wind buffeting 
due to it’s smaller, 
aerodynamic design 
and superior hydraulic 
suspension. 



bike's looks. However, it is a very com- 
fortable touring bike, one of the best 
with many innovations like push-button 
power windshield height adjustment. 

My second impression occurred dur- 
ing winter two years ago when another 
friend was stranded out west, 4,500 kilo- 
meters (2,800 miles) from Toronto. He 
could have taken a bus, train, or plane 
home. Instead, this hardcore Harley rider 
bought the least expensive big engine 
(106") American-made motorcycle he 
could find, a Victoiy High-Ball. He is the 
definition of tough as he rode the bike 
home in a Canadian winter without a hic- 
cup. He froze, but the bike didn't miss a 
beat except when he encountered snow- 
bound highways. The bike's reliability in 
adverse conditions was impressive. Fur- 
thermore, the appearance of the High- 
Ball is palatable to the Harley mindset. 

The third impression occurred last 
summer when I was riding south to 
Toronto from up north with two friends. 
Traffic was flowing at 140 kph (85 
mph) . Suddenly, a black, stripped-down 
bagger passed us like we were standing 
still. It was rapidly changing lanes, white 
lining, and whatever else it took to get 
through the traffic. The bike's straight 
pipes were loud, really loud and 
sounded mean. Whatever it was, I could 
tell the engine had work done to it. I was 
confused. It couldn't be a Harley, but it 
looked like one at speed. The sound it 
made was great, similar to a Harley. 
However, it was too nimble, too pur- 
poseful as it maneuvered through the 
cars to be a Harley bagger. A Harley 
bagger swings back and forth at speed 
when rapidly changing lanes. It was a 
Victoiy Cross Country 8-Ball. 

My last impression was early this 
year at a bike show. I spotted the color- 
ful Cross Countiy Magnum from a dis- 
tance and was drawn to its customized 
styling. Its paint, inverted dual- cartridge 
Wide Glide forks, and a 21" wheel on a 
bagger, among a host of other features, 
began to grab me. All Victory models 
have the same drivetrain with a 106" V- 
twin engine, overdrive six-speed trans- 
mission, and carbon fiber rear belt drive. 

My friend, Doug Coffey, has been 
riding Harleys as long as I have. He 
owns and operates the longtime H-D af- 
termarket performance company Head 
Quarters. Doug is famous for Harley - 
Davidson performance headwork, like 


porting and polishing, and designing 
Harley performance cams. This guy is at 
the top of his game. Doug has purchased 
a 2015 Ness Magnum and sold both his 
Harley-Davidsons after two months of 
riding his new Victoiy. He says, “I feel 
Harley should have evolved to this 
point. Changing teams is not an easy 
thing for us lifelong Harley aficionados 
to do, but Victory quality and price just 
couldn't be ignored." Let's start the 
Magnum to H-D comparison with the 
fairings and saddlebags. 

Fairings 

i didn't initially like the new road 
Glide fairing. Of course not; it's a depar- 
ture from H-D styling. As our trip pro- 
gressed, I changed my mind and feel it's 
the best looking fairing of any Harley, 
including the all-time favorite FLH 
fork-mounted batwing fairing. It's also 
the most functional. However, the 
batwing is buffeted by wind at high 
speed, which causes the front end to 
shimmy. The rider will tire sooner since 
he has to constantly contend with this. 
The beauty of the FLT fairing design is 
that it's aerodynamically shaped and 
frame-mounted, which results in an eas- 
ier ride. The Magnum fairing is fork- 
mounted like the FLH. However, these 
front forks do not shimmy with wind 
buffeting because it has a smaller, aero- 
dynamic design and a superior hydraulic 
suspension in the front end. Many peo- 
ple don't like this fairing's looks at first 
either, but it, too, becomes beautiful 
after a period of adjustment. 

As for the windshields, neither one 
fully protects the rider. A full-face hel- 
met cures this or an aftermarket wind- 
shield. I don't mmd some ram since I've 
ridden chopped Harleys with a half hel- 
met most of my life, so I'm used to it. 


Boz, a top tech guy from England, rec- 
ommends the Madstad (Magstad.com) 
system for the Victoiy. H-D has its own 
choice of windshield replacements. My 
comment is that, either way, a different 
windshield fools with the bike's looks. 
Don can be veiy shallow. 

Saddleb ags 

I ADAPTED QUICKLY TO THE LOOKS OF 
the Magnum fairing and saddlebags. I 
was a longtime bike customizer, so I can 
tell both were trick designs incorporat- 
ing functionality. One part flows into the 
next. However, many people don't like 
one, the other, or both. Some have to 
adapt slowly to the Magnum look. After 
first seeing the Magnum, there were de- 
sign features that I didn't like or felt 
awkward with. Each time I saw the bike 
after that, my opinion changed posi- 
tively a little bit each revisit. Soon, I had 
fully adapted, liked what I saw, and fully 
appreciated the design functionality of 
the Magnum. I evaluated why I didn't 
initially fall m love with the Magnum 
look. It's simple, for I, too, am a long- 
time Harley nut. My mind automatically 
rejects anything not Harley. I had my 
loyalty blinders on. What's not to like 
about the Magnum saddlebags? They 
have a full custom sweep to them and 
not a clunky, square H-D saddlebag 
look. The Victory bags flow with the 
bike. They are part of the bike, not an 
addition. 

The Magnum saddlebag lids seal per- 
fectly, and the locks are push button ac- 
tuated. Furthermore, there's about 20 
percent more storage space than in H-D 
saddlebags. That said, the 2015 Road 
Glide has the best H-D saddlebags to 
date with a functional lever open-and- 
close feature. Harley has had a long, tor- 
turous history with losing saddlebag 
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lids, from overly complicated locking 
designs to the current easy-to-use, func- 
tional system. 

Comfort 

BOTH STOCK HANDLEBAR SYSTEMS ARE 
well-placed for comfort, but I think the 
Road Glide ones look better. Shallow 
Don immediately changed the Magnum 
bars to mini-apehangers. 

I was sure that the Magnum was 
going to be more comfortable with its 
firm seat. I have to say that the 2015 
Road Glide seat is better for me than the 
Magnum's great saddle. I thought the 
Magnum seat with its tapered edges that 
allow my short legs more room to touch 
the ground was good. Guess what? The 
Road Glide is also rider friendly with a 
very low seat height. 

The Magnum floorboards still allow 
more variety of foot positioning with 
their longer length, angle, and adjusta- 
bility. Yes, they can be adjusted back 
and forth for rider comfort. Doug Cof- 
fey weighs in: “I find Harley baggers 
[now] look small [after getting used to 
my Victory] when I sit on them. They 
feel small and cramped up, but still very 
awkward to manage at a stop." 

Sound System 

it's hard to believe that both h-d 
sound systems on my 2007 Street Glide 
and the 2015 Road Glide (25 watts per 


channel/speaker) are so far apart in 
quality. The difference is stark. The 
2007 H-D system doesn't have an enclo- 
sure around the speakers to direct the 
sound directly at the rider. The 2015 
Road Glide does have this boom box en- 
closure. Therefore, the sound appears to 
be so much superior, and to a person like 
me, it is. Furthermore, the new 2015 
speakers are larger and are directionally 
positioned for best results. 

I think the 2015 H-D system is al- 
most as good as the Magnum's. How- 
ever, I have a tin ear, so the fine points 
of sound quality are lost on me. So I let 
an expert on sound, who also happens 
to own a new Road Glide Special, listen 
to my 100 watt/six-speaker Magnum 
system. It blew him away. As he in- 
creased the sound level, he expected it 
to distort and crack at the highest vol- 
ume level, which is real loud, louder 
than any motorcycle system I've ever 
heard. It didn't. It has clarity to the 
loudest levels. He was disgusted. He felt 
the Road Glide stock system was ... I 
won't repeat his negative terminology. 
Mr. Anal upgraded his stereo, spending 
much money. However, the Special 
sounds great to me. Sometimes, having 
a low sensory perception, like a tin ear, 
can save one a lot of money. By the way, 
Victory has announced that the Mag- 
num will have an unbelievable 200-watt 
stereo on the 2016 models! 


Paint 

A READER, BRUCE, WRITES "HAVING SOLD 
Victory for a number of years, and as I 
sell Harleys now, I felt the need to ad- 
dress Donny's comparison of both these 
great brands. . .when it comes to com- 
paring the paint on both brands. Victory 
may have flashier paint and in many col- 
ors and vibrant designs, but the quality 
of that paint no way compares to what 
Harley is offering today." I think the op- 
posite, but Bruce is right in that H-D 
paint quality is great. Bruce continues, 
"Harley's paint seems many layers deep 
and very lustrous but when comparing 
Victory's paint there really is no compar- 
ison." Again, I think the opposite. Bruce 
persists: "When I sold Victory, we had a 
professional paint man on call to help fix 
the soft paint flaws that were apparent 
on most, if not all, models. We needed 
him daily to buff out flaws on the Vic- 
tory models as they came right from the 
crate with swirl marks on the dark col- 
ors, and many times, once a bike sat on 
the sales floor for a week or two, it was 
necessary to call him m to fix the soft 
paint as it was always flawed, marked, 
and scuffed just after being wiped down 
with our cloths . . . the metal fenders were 
dimpled under the paint, especially on 
the rear fenders of most models. Now, if 
you look at H-D, its paint seems to be at 
least four or five layers deep and never 
have we had to make excuses for the ini- 
tial quality of the paint: flawless. 
Whether it was on a CVO or simply a 
Vivid Black basic paint option, it was al- 
ways perfect." 

Doug Coffey, a skilled painter in his 
own right, concurs with Bruce that his 
Ness Magnum's clearcoat is soft and 
prone to scuffing. This may still be a 
problem for Victory. I don't know but I 
take Bruce and Doug at their word since 
I'm new to Victory. Unlike my tin ear for 
sound, I am skilled at paint. I saw some 
normal, repairable flaws at the dealer- 
ship on one or two Victory bikes. These 
are easily buffed out. I can do the same 
at any H-D dealership or car dealership, 
for that matter. Vehicles always have im- 
perfections in paint, which are repaired 
afterwards. You can be sure that the 
paint imperfections at Bruce's dealer- 
ship were corrected at the factory or 
during the PDI process. My Magnum 



The Magnum saddlebags have a full custom sweep to them and they flow with the bike. The lids seal perfectly, the 

locks are push button actuated, and there’s about 20 percent more storage space than in H-D saddlebags. continued on page 135 
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Rat's Hole winner and 
a life's achievement 



text by photos by 


greg williams pam proctor 



ATS USUALLY AREN T THOUGHT OF IN 
^ terms of endearment. Usually, we 
\ place these pesky varmints in the 
I same category with, say, taxes 
* and visits to the dentist. 


has 


But builder Greg Carpenter 


^ affinity for a certain rat 

/ better known among custom bike 
^ ^ ^ f and car freaks as Rat Fink. Greg, of 

mm ■* ^ Thunder Custom Cycles in Elk City, 
Oklahoma, even has a likeness of the fly-infested, fang- 
toothed, green-furred Fink tattooed on his arm. He’s a fan. 

So when the 2006 Harley- Davids on Heritage Softail 
Classic he built for longtime friend De (short for 
Demetrius) Brown won the Over-lOOOcc Stock Class at the 
Buffalo Chip’s 26th Annual Sturgis Rally Rat’s Hole 
Custom Bike & Chopper Show, Greg realized one of his 
life’s ambitions. 

“That was a really big deal to me,” Greg, 36, says. “To 
have won that was just awesome.” 

Greg and De have been friends since high school. 
Together they’ve built a number of low riders based on 
Chevy S-10 and full-size GMC pickups. They still partici- 
pate in the low rider scene, but about five years ago, Greg, 
who’s a trained auto mechanic and volunteer firefighter, also 
turned his attention to building and servicing V-twm motor- 
cycles. He launched that endeavor in his garage, but soon 
realized there was a need for a full-service motorcycle shop 
in Elk City. Sometime in 2012, he opened Thunder Custom 
Cycles in its 5,000 sq-ft building. He’s never looked back. 
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The bike that won him the attention of the Rat's Hole 
Show started life as a used 2006 Heritage Classic that Greg 
had taken in trade. De bought the bike and then told Greg 
he wanted a low rider cruiser-style custom motorcycle. At 
that point, he let Greg run free with the build. Greg went 
with a vintage vibe, using plenty of modern components to 
do so. 

The project began with the full monty, stripping the bike 
to its bare frame. Even though no frame modifications were 
made, Jet-Hot High Performance Coatings (Jet-Hot 
Central) in Oklahoma City treated it to fresh black powder- 
coatmg. Meanwhile, the rear swingarm got a serious shine 
with a dip into the nickel and chrome tanks at Classic 
Components in Santa Ana, California. Suspension chores 


were handled by a made-in- America Shotgun Shock air ride 
system, which, at the flip of a switch and while on the fly, 
can raise or lower the bike s ride height. 

Up front, Greg installed a set of Arlen Ness triple trees 
that offers an additional 3 degrees of rake. The trees now 
hold a set of stock-length fork tubes wearing Arlen Ness 
Deep Cut Hot Legs — an chrome, of course — to match the 
rear. De picked the wheels, choosing a set of DNA Mam- 
moth Spoke hoops front and rear. The rotors are matching 
DNA ware, while the front and rear chrome calipers are 
from the Arlen Ness catalog. Vee Rubber tires, with their 
whitewall detail, help with the old-school look that Greg 
wanted for the low rider Softail. 

Crowning the fork are a stock Harley tin cover and head- 
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light with extended rim housing and HID bulb. Carlini 2" 
risers support a set of its Gangster Ape handlebars that carry 
Arlen Ness Deep Cut controls and vintage-style white grips. 

When it was time to play with the tin, both Harley 
fenders were pitched in favor of Klock Werks Benchmark 
fenders easily, and they required minimal trimming. At the 
rear, a Custom Dynamics all-in-one LED taillight provides 
running, brake, and turn signal lighting. To further clean up 
the rear, Greg modified the stock fender rails by shaving 
them and welding shut all the holes before Classic 
Components dipped them in chrome. 

There’s nothing wrong with the shape of the stock 
Harley- Davidson gas tank, though, so it and the original oil 
tank remain part of the mix. An Arlen Ness dash, equipped 
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with a Dakota Digital 
gauge, went on top. 

Greg concealed the 
battery and electrical com- 
ponents with a sheet metal 
cover that he fabricated to 
fit under the saddle. He 
also formed a new seat 
pan, mounting it on a pair 
of hairpm springs. Using 
blue thread, James Carter 
of Bitchm’ Stitchm’ in 
Springdale, Arkansas, 
sewed up a white leather 
diamond-tuck cover. To 
maintain the low rider 
theme, Greg selected floor- 
boards and foot controls 
from Arlen Ness’ chromed 
Deep Cut collection. 

Meanwhile the 88" 
engine had been sitting 
idly nearby, so Greg de- 
cided it was a good time to freshen it and give it some extra 
punch with a S&S 103" big-bore kit. The engine rebuild also 
includes a Feuling oil pump and cams. 

Although Greg retained the factoiy fuel injection, the 
engine breathes through a Carlini air cleaner, and a Power 
Commander V helps monitor the air/fuel mix. Exhaust is 


ushered away from the 
combustion chambers 
through Vance & Hines 
Longshots headers and 
mufflers. 

Finally, it was time for 
paint. Greg sent the tins 
to Mark White skunk of 
Skunkwerx Pamt and 
Body in Sayre, 

Oklahoma, for the 
brilliant House of Kolor 
Blue Pearl that has plenty 
of flake mixed in. The 
panel graphics highlight a 
Japanese sunburst, which 
was applied by airbrush 
using various shades of 
blue and black for 
contrast. 

“I think one of the 
coolest parts about the 
bike is the paint,” Greg 
explains. “It really sets it off and gives it an old-school feel.” 
Apparently, the folks at the Rat’s Hole Custom Bike Show 
think the entire combination is clean and tidy, enough to 
merit an award. As for Greg, he now has a statue of a rat on 
his trophy shelf to prove he’s Rat-worthy — just don’t call 
the exterminator. AIM 
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Owner: 

Builder: 

De Brown 

Greg Carpenter, Thunder Custom Cycles, Elk City, OK 

Final drive: 

DNA Spoke pulley 

Year/model: 

2006 Harley-Davidson Heritage Softail Classic 

CHASSIS 


Time to build: 

Three months 

Frame: 

2006 Harley-Davidson Softail 

Chromer: 

Classic Components, Santa Ana, CA 

Rake: 

35 degrees 

Powdercoater: 

Jet-Hot High Performance Coatings, Oklahoma City, OK 

Front forks: 

Arlen Ness Deep Cut 

Painter: 

Mark Whiteskunk, Skunkwerx Paint and Body, Sayre, OK 

Mods: 

Raked 3 degrees 

Color: 

House of Kolor Blue Pearl with blue flake 

Front wheel: 
Rear wheel: 

DNA Mammoth Spoke 3.50-23" 

DNA Mammoth Spoke 3.50-18" 

POWERPLANT 

Front brake: 

Arlen Ness four-piston caliper 

Engine: 

2006 Harley-Davidson Twin Cam 

Rear brake: 

Arlen Ness four-piston caliper 

Builder: 

Thunder Custom Cycles 

Front tire: 

Vee Rubber 120/70-23" 

Displacement: 

103" 

Rear tire: 

Vee Rubber 130/70-18" 

Horsepower: 

115 

Front fender: 

Klock Werks Kustom Cycles Benchmark 

Cases: 

Stock 

Rear fender: 

Klock Werks Kustom Cycles Benchmark 

Cylinders: 

Pistons: 

S&S Cycle 3.875" 

S&S Cycle 10.2:1 

Fender struts: 

Stock/Thunder Custom Cycles 

Heads: 

S&S Cycle 

ACCESSORIES 


Cams: 

Feuling 

Headlight: 

Stock/Thunder Custom Cycles 

Lifters: 

S&S Cycle 

Taillight: 

Custom Dynamics all in one 

Pushrods: 

S&S Cycle 

Handlebars: 

Carlini Design Gangster Ape 

Carb: 

Stock EFI 

Risers: 

Carlini Design 

Air cleaner: 

Carlini Design 

Seat: 

James Carter, Bitchin’ Stitchin’, Springdale, AR 

Exhaust: 

Vance & Hines Longshots 

Pegs: 

Arlen Ness Deep Cut 

Ignition: 

Power Commander V 

Chain guard: 

Stock, chromed 

Wires: 

Taylor Cable Products 

Speedo: 

Dakota Digital 

Charging system: 

Stock 

Dash: 

Arlen Ness 

Oil pump: 

Feuling 

License bracket: 

Klock Werks Kustom Cycles 

Transmission: 

2006 Harley-Davidson five-speed 

Mirrors: 

Arlen Ness 

Clutch: 

Barnett 

Hand controls: 

Arlen Ness Deep Cut 

Primary drive: 

Chain 

Foot controls: 

Arlen Ness Deep Cut 
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AMERICAN MADE 


Victory Project 1 56 


Prototype engine — Victory Motorcycles, Wisconsin, U.S.A. 


Builder — Roland Sands, California, U.S.A. 


Tires — Dunlop, New York, U.S.A. 


The Race — Pikes Peak, Colorado, U.S.A. 


What could be more 

American than that? 


Share your I RIDE story 
@RideDunlop 






RSD sponsored by Dunlop. For more Dunlop tire information go to dunlopmotorcyde.com or call 800-845-8378. ©2015 Dunlop. 

Do not overload your tires. Never exceed vehicle load capacity found in your owner's manual. Never exceed maximum load molded on the tire sidewall. Check your tire pressure frequently and 
always before extended trips. Obey all traffic and safety laws. Dunlop does not endorse or encourage exceeding legal speed limits. 



NEW BIKE REVIEW • by Tyler Greenblatt • Photos courtesy of The Harley-Dovidson Motor Company 




2015 H-D 

cvo 

Street 

Glide 

Harley o premium bedt seller p added 
the ultimate road teot 


A S YOU KNOW, WE TEST QUITE A FEW MOTOR- 
cycles over the course of a year. It’s more 
than a company policy, too; we try to test 
bikes the same way that AIM’s readers ride 
their own bikes. Essentially, our tests reflect 
what you might experience on the open 
road. But I did things a little differently last March when I 
plopped my butt onto a 2015 CVO Street Glide's sculpted 
saddle to experience a ride through some of the most 
extreme conditions we've probably ever tested a bike. 

Sometimes we get a crazy offer that we simply can’t pass 
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NEW BIKE REVIEW 


up, and such was the case when Harley-David- 
son invited me to sample a 2015 CVO Street 
Glide with a new midyear paint option. The 
catch was that the invite included a mid-March 
ride from Milwaukee to Sturgis, South 
Dakota, for the official groundbreaking cere- 
mony at the new Harley-Davidson Rally 
Point plaza. We covered that incredible ride 
m issue #325. 

I was introduced to my FLHXSE and its 
Carbon Ciystal/Phantom Flames paint 
scheme outside Harley's Juneau Ave headquar- 
ters in Milwaukee. Snow had been accumulating on the 
bike for a couple hours, so before we left for Sturgis, I 
brushed the white fluff off the seat and the racy stadium- 
style gauges. Like all new CVOs, there's no ignition switch 
so, with the fob tucked safely in my pocket, I thumbed the 
start button. The 110" engine fired promptly, and I was 
ready to ride. 

Initially for 2015, four insane CVO pamt schemes were 
available midyear. Then out popped the new Carbon Ciys- 
tal/Phantom Flames paint job as on my bike. This option also 
features a blacked-out powertrain, hand controls, handlebar, 
engine guard, brakes, exhaust tips, and tank console. I was 
looking forward to this Sturgis ride. Well, sort of looking 
forward to it. There was the snow issue that concerned me. 

The FLHXSE's five-spoke, mirror chrome Aggressor 


Custom wheels — 19" m the front 
and an attractive 18" hoop out 
back — remain with this midyear 
paint option, too. Their 130/60B-19" 
front and 180/55B-18" rear Dunlop 
Harley-Davidson Series tires handle 
flawlessly on diy pavement and, to 
my surprise, rather good in snow! So 
far, so good! 

LED lighting front and rear is stan- 
dard on all Street Glides. A Daymaker 
LED headlight illuminates the road 
ahead, and the FLHXSE's LED taillights 
are concealed in the fender's fascia, and 
they not only look cool, they provide an insane amount of 
visibility. Following three other CVOs through a Wisconsin 
white- out snowstorm was easy, thanks to those bright lights. 
Now that I think about it, though, how did the guy in front 
see where he (we!) was going under such conditions? 

The sleek tank console with carbon fiber-style insert and 
CVO medallion is another sporty custom touch found on the 
midyear FLHXSE. The flush-mount, pop-up gas cap on the 
right flank certainly cleans up the lines of the gas tank, too. 

Like the Street Glide Special, the CVO packs a 6-1/2" 
Boom! Box 6.5GT full-color touchscreen display in its gloss 
black inner fairing. There's also a convenient jukebox stor- 
age box with USB port, but the similarities end there. The 


58 • American Iron Magazine • Issue #328 


AIMag.com 








Unpvtdlefed Unmtittdmble Sournt Ltacwr^fomrsing Ow%. Why Settle for Lets WhenYouC&rt Ride the Ortgiftal 

mjSTTHE NAM6, TRUST THE PIPE, LEGENDARY REPUTATION OF PROVEN PERFORMANCE* 


Rinehart Racing XtremeTrue Duals Part No, 1 00-0200 

Any 'jdd ui ' «f 'mod^ca' cmai*eri& rotated puita tanlswied n 1M otfeiillscmerit IhH arc >u4j)tst \o jnti Umpcririq Ijsvs itaw no* been rvdujflcd ond itucn^rtedi by the QMetrw Aw Reset# to fewd As j 
mamitociiW'rf. ftifMw l fating frtii*» no <<$*e*tiiuftion or vwrriinty rwh onpect to rttwHwr far iniwionvriMjrttd jMts in tt*t jdwtrswm^H me Ivgatfet **ta, imtaflafcon o< nw in any state undent ihe pui n *v>t*lhrd 
m AwNcto- owdonty let ctewtHewrw competHwrulfw dl-ML^tmo-r ihal ripply in (fv Sfetfr 1 of Cifttain*a « other italrt whir *tfi-Uiniptftng Mw regulate modiftt^wm dul effect tfTHsuom tar motor vnhtfn, 
RincKwl facing Apt roly prohibits the uw of any Rirtrtiurt facing product that vtotates or i i usrd in unh o way to vttfate the l«n of thr State of GAfa™* os thJi beatavulnd And enfewced by the OihlbmM Air 
(tasouKB Board For father idvmaborLrirbting tollicuseotfemivvom Mated podi or sornpowrtt on potation <Q/itTe«tW metorrydm, vrut th# CjWorrma A* FU-kmci' (Stkirch. .-.Mj page at http- v^w^rtLCAgo* 


Photo Liken aithc Sugar fvSpte* Dlirer, Spiiftonbury, SC 



NEW BIKE REVIEW 

faired CVO models are treated to an 
upgraded 6.5GT radio that puts out 75 
watts of power per channel (instead of 
25) and has unique static and dynamic 
equalizers with a midrange DPS 
crossover to adjust the various functions 
for greater clarity based on volume and 
speed. It also has a 3-D navigation 
screen that displays buildings and struc- 
tures when you zoom in. I didn't have 
many opportunities to play with the 
infotainment system, though. Most of my 
time was spent navigating the FLHXSE 
within the tire tracks in front of me so that 
I wouldn’t drift off into the snow. 

But I had an opportunity to use the au- 
thorized dealer locator feature that tracked 
our progress to the dealers we visited along 
our route to Sturgis. With a few gentle finger taps to the 
touchscreen (which works with fully insulated heated 
gloves, by the way), I accessed the nearest dealer as his 
contact information automatically popped up on the screen. 
In fact, the program displays information about Harley 
dealers up to 150 miles away. No doubt, a clever built-in 
emergency feature, but one you really hope to never use. 

Astride the upgraded 6.5GT sits a pair of 6-1/2" Boom! 
Stage II three-way fairing speakers with a 300-watt dedi- 
cated front amplifier. This year, The Motor Company made 
the CVO Street Glide the poster child of its vast Boom! 
prowess, so a pair of external tweeters in the fairing ensures 
clear highs when breaking wind at highway speed. No, not 
that kind of wind, although the audio performance doesn’t 
necessarily stop at the fairing. Each stretched saddlebag has 
a Boom! 5" x 7" three-way lid speaker powered by an 


additional 300-watt amplifier tucked 
in the left saddlebag. Talk about 
power! What better test for such a 
system than to be riding 80 mph 
down an interstate in the middle of a 
snowstorm while wearing a full-face 
helmet and balaclava underneath? 
The tunes came through crystal 
clear at about 60 percent of maxi- 
mum volume, and the aural per- 
formance only got better as I 
thumbed the volume joystick up. 

The stereo isn’t the only place 
where the sleek CVO puts out 
gobs of power: the 110" Twin- 
Cooled Twin Cam engine delivers 
115 ft-lbs. of torque at 3750 rpm. Acceleration is 
impressive in any gear, even in sixth where acceleration at 
around 75-80 mph rewards you with instant gratification as 
you motor smoothly forward with authority. The added 
torque proved to be a bonus in my riding conditions, allow- 
ing me to run the bike comfortably at lower rpm to avoid 
wheel spin. The Twin-Cooled engine package means that the 
FLHXSE must have fairing lowers to house the radiators 
and coolant reservoir, and those lowers also help neutralize 
foul weather conditions by shielding your lower legs and 
feet from cold and ram . . . and snow. My ride through the 
Midwest snow and sleet could have been miserable without 
the CVO Street Glide's ample wind protection. It helped, 
too, that I wore Harley’s new heated apparel; look for that 
review in an upcoming issue. 

Like all CVO models, the FLHXSE’s seat is trimmer 
than the bulky seats found on the regular Touring models. 
The stylish leather seat perches your butt 26.1" off the deck, 



1 TECH SHEET 

• FLHXSE CVO Street Glide 


Length: 

96.7" (2455mm) 

Rear brake: Reflex Linked ABS, fixed four-piston (32mm) caliper, 

Unladen seat height: 

27.2" (690mm) 

11.81" x 0.28" fixed rotor 

Ground clearance: 

4.9" (125mm) 

Exhaust system: Chrome 2-into-1-into-2 dual with tapered mufflers 

Rake: 

26 degrees 

Front forks: 49mm, telescopic, triple-circuit damping 

Trail: 

6.7" (170mm) 

Rear shocks: Premium Low hand-adjustable 

Wheelbase: 

64" (1625mm) 

Front wheel: Five-spoke Mirror chrome Aggressor Custom; 3.50-19" 

Engine: 

Twin-Cooled, Twin Cam 110 (1801cc) with 

Rear wheel: Five-spoke Mirror chrome Aggressor Custom; 5.00-18" 


granite powdercoated powertrain and 110 Screamin’ 

Handlebars: Stainless steel, wide set; 


Eagle identifiers on cylinder heads 

Airflow Collection heated handgrips 

Compression: 

9.2:1 

Audio system: Boom! Box 6.5 GT infotainment system with GPS 

Fuel system: 

Electronic Sequential Port Fuel Injection (ESPFI) 

and touchscreen; Boom! Stage II with two 300-watt 

Coolant capacity: 

1.1 quarts (1.04L) 

amplifiers with static and dynamic equalizers and a 

Transmission: 

Six-speed Cruise Drive 

midrange DPS cross-over, four 6" x 5" woven carbon 

Front tire: 

Dunlop Harley-Davidson Series D408F 130/60B-19" 61H 

fiber cone woofers, four 1-1/2" midrange polypropylene 

Rear tire: 

Dunlop Harley-Davidson Series D407T 180/55B-18" 80H 

fiber dome speakers, four 1" aluminum dome tweeters; 

Fuel capacity: 

6.0 gallons (22.7L) 

Bluetooth capability; jukebox media compartment with 

Oil capacity: 

4.0 quarts (3.8L) 

USB connection and One-Touch access door to jukebox 

Shipped weight: 

836 pounds (379kg) 

Colors: Scorching Yellow/Starfire Black Flames, 

Gross Vehicle Weight 


Ultraviolet Blue/Molten Lava Flames, 

Rating (GVWR): 

1,360 pounds (617kg) 

Hard Candy Mercury/Smoky Quartz Flames, 

Front brakes: 

Dual Reflex Linked ABS, 

Starfire Black/Gold Dust Flames 


fixed four-piston (32mm) calipers, 

MSRP: $36,349 


11.81" x 0.20" floating open rotors 
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It's the Performance that makes the Sound, 

Visit www.sscycle.com/media/muffler-sounds 



PulUtRTUnt 


PERFORMANCE EXHAUST 


Power Thruster 


4" Race/Taur Mufflers 


Proven Performance® Products 

FOR AMERICAN V-TWINS 

HI B3 M HI g 1 www.sscycle.com 



Not legal for sale or use on CA or EPA pollution controlled motorcycles originally equipped with mufflers containing catalyst 



NEW BIKE REVIEW 


so you feel as if you're sitting in the saddle rather than on the 
saddle, and the lower overall center of gravity helps 
promote rather friendly road manners. 

Harley claims rear suspension travel of 2.15" from the 
FLHXSE’s Premium Low rear manually adjustable shocks. 
The left-side twist knob is accessible by removing the saddle- 
bag to crank the spring and damping rates up (firmer) or 
down (softer). The rear suspension is matched with 4.6" of up- 
and-down travel from the 49mm fork legs, and the combina- 
tion produces a custom bagger that serves up a rather smooth 
ride for the highway with firm response through the turns. 

This was my first experience riding a Project RUSH- 
MORE Street Glide of any 
variety, and one of the first things 
I noticed was the improved lean 
angle compared to the pre- 
RUSHMORE Street Glides. All 
RUSHMORE Street Glides have 
a 31 -degree left lean angle while 
the 2013 Street Glide that I last 
experienced offers only a 29-de- 
gree left lean angle; the right-side 
lean angles are both 32 degrees. 

This 2-degree difference may not 
seem like much, but the increase 
in turning room was noticeable 
right away. 


Warm and welcoming sunshine greeted us upon our 
arrival at Sturgis. The occasion also included relatively 
warm temperatures and dry roads, which allowed us an 
incredible rip through the twisty Vanocker Canyon. The 
CVO, with its upgraded suspension, proved nimble and 
responsive, making this the most impressive 836-pound 
(diy weight) rolling sound system I've ridden yet. And the 
110" engine rewarded me with snappy acceleration out of 
the turns. My kind of riding. 

I've been a fan of the Street Glide model since I first 
rode one in 2011, and this 2015 CVO is the epitome of what 
that namesake represents. The FLHXSE Street Glide 

offers a sleek cruiser experience 
with the long-range comfort and 
capabilities of a more conserva- 
tive Touring model. After 800 
miles of riding in subfreezmg 
conditions, my CVO test bike 
had gathered quite a bit of road 
grime. Even so, the ride proved 
that the CVO Street Glide is a 
capable foul-weather, long-haul 
motorcycle. And cleaned up after 
such a long ride, it makes for 
quite the eye-catcher for bike 
night or a stop at the local 
roadhouse. AIM 
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A smoother ride for the long haul 


For 30 years. ChampionfLehman has 
been the leader of the three world. 
Ride with the Leader 





The Gladiator® is a low profile, high quality windshield that looks great 
on any Harley-Davidson® motorcycle. Its clean look is achieved by the 
DualPivot™ mounting bracket that mounts directly to the handlebar 
top clamp, leaving the handlebars and forks clean and uncluttered. 


The DualPivot mounting bracket is simple to adjust and allows a 
wide range of personalized height and rake positions. There’s 
a perfect setting for any size rider and any wind conditions! 


The Gladiator is made from FMR hardcoated 
polycarbonate in your choice of Light Tint or 
Dark Tint. The included mounting hardware 
comes in brilliant chrome or wrinkle-finish 
black to match your bikes’s OEM finish. 


Models are available to fit most XL, FXD, FXS and FLS models. 

If you have a custom handlebar mount, call for fitment information. 
Visit our web site to learn more. 


877-WSCREEN or 708-343-0400 
aim@nationalcycle.com 



U.S.A. 




THE WORLD’S BEST MOTORCYCLE WINDSHIELDS 








Top-speed record holder Jody Perewitz's other bike 
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f ODY PEREWITZ IS ONE FAST RIDER. 

^ y Leader of Team J'Witz, she's perhaps 

V ✓ best known as the fastest woman 

■*" — ^ on an American V-twin motorcycle. 

During her rookie season at the Bonneville Salt 
Flats in 2011, she rocketed into the land speed 
record (LSR) books with a blast over 200 
mph. That particular bike is powered by 
a 100" Big Twin equipped with a 
ProCharger that's good for more 
than 200 hp. Her latest LSR bike, 
set to debut this year, has an up- 
graded powerplant, a 120" job that's force-fed 
with a turbo. More records? We ll see! 

Jody's day job is working as a marketing 
manager for Perewitz Cycle Fab. Essentially, 
though, she and her famous father, Dave Perewitz, 
run the shop together. And as most Harley riders 
know, Dave is one of the world's pre-eminent 
painters of custom motorcycles. He’s also recognized 
for his custom builds and, of late, his superb vintage 
motorcycle restoration work. 

That brings us to Jody's Candy Blue and 
(almost) purple Dyna. Think of it as her 
other bike, the one not capable of 200 
mph. After Jody sold her Road Glide 
that she had been riding for a few 
years, she figured it was time for a 
more lithe ride, say, a Dyna or FXR. 

One thing led to another, and it wasn’t 
a day later that Dave found a perfect 
2014 Dyna Low Rider. A busy work 
schedule forced the bike to sit during 
the first part of winter 2014-15. That 
changed a month or so before Daytona 
Bike Week when the Perewitz crew blew 
the bike apart to start the build. 

She had a prestructured theme: 
foremost, the new bike had to project the 
standard Perewitz flash factor. It also had to 
be nimble, handle like it was on rails, and be 
reliable. And as further incentive, she wanted it 
to break some of today's motorcycle stereotypes, 
which we'll talk about later. 

First order of business was to swap the stock 
triple trees for a set of Hawg Halters Inc. (HHI) 
trees with 5 degrees more rake. The objective was to fit 
a 21" wheel up front. The stock 49mm fork tubes remain. 

Next, Jody peeled out the stock steel swingarm, replac- 
ing it with a cool fabricated aluminum job from Brock's 
Performance. This swingarm increases the wheelbase up to 
6". The Brock’s swingarms are TIG-welded using 6061-T6 
extruded aluminum that has billet aluminum axle adjusters 
to fit 25mm, 1", or 28mm axles. The entire package weighs a 
mere 15 pounds, which is roughly half the weight of a stock 
swingarm setup. Remember when we said this bike is going 
to break some of today's stereotypes? That’s one of them. 
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attached to carriers machined from 6061 T6 
billet aluminum that's locked in place with 302 
stainless spiral retaining clips. The 
four-piston brake calipers (two up 
front, one in the rear) are from 
HHI. Hand and foot controls 
remain stock items while the 
pegs are from San Diego 
Customs. And the handlebars 
are Westcoast-Tbars MX- 
Tbars with an 8" rise. 

As for power, Jody left 
the Big Twin engine pretty 
much stock. The Roland 
Sands air cleaner gives enough 
styling attitude to complement 
the 2-into-l exhaust system by 
Sawicki Speed Shop in British 
Columbia that was fabbed 
from raw, brushed stainless 
steel. Internally, the exhaust 
incorporates a hand-ported 
merge collector, similar to 
what's found on high-end 
race bikes or NASCAR 
Sprint Cup racers. The 
balance of the machine's 
powertrain also remains 
stock, save for a chain swap 
in place of the familiar final 
drive belt. 

As for tin and plastic body 
panels, J ody replaced the front 
fender with a tire-hugging Russ 
Wernimont Designs piece. The 
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The wheels are actually high-end BST carbon fiber mod- 
els (also from the Brock's stockpiles). The front is a 3.50-21" 
hoop that tips the scales at a mere 8.85 pounds. The rear 
5.50-17" wheel checks in at 9.8 pounds. The combination 
creates an incredible improvement in the bike's unsprung 
weight, which is important when trying to improve a bike's 
handling performance. Factor in the weight savings from 
the aluminum swmgarm, and you can see how 
Jody's bike is distancing itself from other 
customs. And, by the way, the rear 
wheel has a static load rating of 640 
pounds while the front has a load 
rating of 440 pounds — a margin 
that's more than safe for a one-up 
streetfighter such as this. But I digress. 

Front and rear tires are Avon Cobras. 

Brakes are far from the norm, too: 
the rotors are Lyndall Brakes' Lug 
Drive full-floating composite design. 

Each rotor consists of an extremely light 
friction ring (CNC- machined from func- 
tionally gradient metal composite material) 




Perewitz crew modified 
the rear fender, and fash- 
ioned all-new struts for it, 
too. The fairing is another 
part from Perewitz, and 
certainly adds to the bike's 
attitude. As for lighting, 

Jody selected a Head- 
winds front light and a 
Custom Dynamics LED 
setup for the rear. The seat 
is a new Jody Perewitz 
signature solo saddle from 
the folks at Mustang. 

Now let's talk paint, the 
ingredient that the Pere- 
witz name became famous 
for in the first place. From 
the get-go, Jody wanted to 
paint the bike with her 
dad, Dave. She told him, 
up front, that the machine 
would not (and could not) 
have any of Dave's trade- 
mark flames ! Instead, she 
wanted to turn the clock 
back in time to use some of Dave's 1960s and ’70s fancy lace 
and big-flake schemes. The color (not the actual colors, but 
the shades) was another sticking point. Jody wanted it all 



dark. Dave wanted some 
light tones. Turns out that 
father knows best because 
Dave won that round. And 
anything that wasn't 
painted was powdercoated 
by the folks at D&T 
Powder Coating in nearby 
Pembroke, Massachusetts. 
Chrome? You'll have to 
look hard to find any. 

So, finally, what's with 
the 2 64 emblazoned on the 
right-side flank? The 
answer is two-fold. The 
number 2 64 is the street 
address where Jody grew 
up. It's also the competi- 
tion number she selected 
for her race bike, so it pays 
homage to both. 

In the end, Jody built 
this bike to be a rider. 

She's ecstatic about the 
way it runs, stops, and 
carves corners. No doubt, 
it’s a different take on custom Harleys, a machine you just 
know you want to ride. And we're pretty sure Jody knows 
that, too. AIM 
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Owner: Jody Perewitz 

Primary drive: 

Stock chain 

Builder: 

Year/model: 

Perewitz Cycle Fab, Bridgewater, MA 

2014 Harley-Davidson Dyna Low Rider 

Final drive: 

Chain conversion 

Time to build: 

Matter of weeks 

CHASSIS 


Powdercoater: 

D&T Powder Coating, Pembroke, MA 

Frame: 

2014 Harley-Davidson Dyna 

Painters: 

Dave and Jody Perewitz, Perewitz Cycle Fab 

Rake: 

34 degrees 

Color: PPG Candy Blue mix 

Front forks: 
Mods: 

49mm 

Hawg Halters Inc. (HHI) plus 5-degree triple trees 

POWERPLANT 

Swingarm: 

Brock’s Performance 

Engine: 

2014 Harley-Davidson Dyna 

Front wheel: 

Brock’s Performance BST 21" 

Builder: 

Stock 

Rear wheel: 

Brock’s Performance BST 17" 

Displacement: 

103" 

Front brakes: 

HHI dual four-piston calipers/Lyndall Brakes rotors 

Cases: 

Stock 

Rear brake: 

HHI four-piston caliper/Lyndall Brakes rotor 

Flywheels: 

Stock 4.374" 

Front tire: 

Avon Cobra 21" 

Cylinders: 

Stock 3.87" 

Rear tire: 

Avon Cobra 17" 

Pistons: 

Stock 9.6:1 

Front fender: 

Russ Wernimont Designs 

Heads: 

Stock 

Rear fender: 

Perewitz Cycle Fab 

Cams: 

Rockers: 

Stock 

Stock 

Fender struts: 

Perewitz Cycle Fab 

Lifters: 

Stock 

ACCESSORIES 


Pushrods: 

Stock 

Headlight: 

Headwinds 

Carbs: 

Stock EFI 

Taillight: 

Custom Dynamics 

Air cleaner: 

Roland Sands Design 

Fuel tank: 

Stock 

Exhaust: 

Sawicki Speed Shop 

Handlebars: 

Westcoast-Tbars MX-Tbars, 8" rise 

Ignition: 

Stock 

Seat: 

Mustang Jody Perewitz Signature 

Charging system: 

Stock 

Pegs: 

San Diego Customs 

Oil pump: 

Stock 

Speedo: 

Stock 

Transmission: 

Harley-Davidson six-speed Cruise Drive 

Dash: 

Stock 

Case: 

Stock 

License bracket: 

Custom Dynamics 

Gears: 

Stock 

Hand controls: 

Stock 

Clutch: 

Stock 

Foot controls: 

Stock 
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100% MADE IN USA H 


SHARP CURVE RADIUS 

FEATURES A BENEFITS 

* Designed with a cross over chamber for balanced power 

■ Head pipe diameter begins at 1 .75" building to 2.1 25* for 
anti-reversion, full range torque & horsepower 

■ Covered by one piece (220°) Blue-Proof heat shields 
(available in chrome or ceramic black) 

■ Offered with chrome or black sculpted end tips 

* fncludes 02 sensor ports, plugs & all mounting hardware 

* Fitments for 1995-2015 Harley- Davidson® Touring models 

* Hot Rod sound (Optional Quiet Mufflers available} 

* Proudly made from 100% American Steel 


it************************************ 


WWW.FREEDOMPERFORM.COM (310) 324-0415 FEEL THE POWER OF FREEDOM 

Harley- Davidson is a registered trademark of Harley -Davidson Motor Company. * Not legal for street use on any pollution controlled motorcycle 








EVENT • by Jay Hirsch 



Thunder from the roar of 
350,000 motorcycled 


R olling thunder xxviii may have been 
the largest Rolling Thunder ever! Despite 
chilly, wet, 48 F weather on Thursday, May 
21, Friday brought promising conditions 
for the duration of the weekend, with 
temperatures in the low 70s. 

Fortunately, Thursday afternoon's rain stopped in time 
for the annual Flags In ceremony at Arlington National 
Cemetery in Arlington, Virginia. Flags In is the placing of 
an American flag by members of the 3rd Infantry Regiment, 
The Old Guard, before eveiy headstone. By 4 pm, each of 
the 260,000 headstones had an American flag placed on the 
center of the headstone and 1 1 out. Hand salutes are ren- 
dered by the flag bearers at the headstones of Congressional 
Medal of Honor recipients. Sometimes, though, headstones 
are saluted by members of the 3rd Infantry even though the 
fallen hero didn't receive a Medal of Honor; those salutes 
signify that the person placing the flag knew the fallen hero. 
That was witnessed too many times this year. Army 
chaplains place flags at the four religious memorials and 
headstones located on Chaplains Hill in Section 2. 

The first-ever Rolling Thunder, or The Ride for Free- 
dom, began with 3,000 bikers, and has now grown to over 
350,000 bikers and a million people cheering them on. Ini- 
tially, The Ride for Freedom primarily acknowledged the 
POW/MIAs (prisoners of war/missing in action) of Vietnam 
and all wars and that our government should be accountable 
for those names. Most recently, though, Rolling Thunder 
has also taken up the fight for veterans' health care, in 
particular those who served in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Veterans paid dearly with their blood and the blood of their 
buddies for those rights. Veterans' benefits should never be 
on a delete list. 

Today, Rolling Thunder is at a crossroads in its life, as 
Artie Muller, the president of Rolling Thunder, acknowl- 
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BEFORE f CONCLUDE THE SU8IECT OF PUBLIC JUSTICE. I CANNOT OMIT TO 
MENTION I HE OBLIGATIONS THIS COUNTRY IS UNDER, TO THAT MERITORIOUS 
CLASS OF VETERAN MON COMMISSIONED OFFICERS AND PRIVATES WHO HAVE 
BEEN DISCHARGED fOR INABILITY NOTHING COULD HE A MORF Ml L ANC HOLY 
AND DISTRESSING SIGHT THAN TO BEHOLD THOSE WHO HAVE SHED TMUA 
MOO D tlH LO S T THEIR LIMBS IN THE 5 L H VI C EOT TH E I Ft C OU NT B Y 
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AMERICAN VETERANS DISABLED FOR LIFE 

M E M- O R I A L 
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EVENT 


edges. The simple fact is that each year, the Vietnam-era vet- 
erans are dwindling in numbers, and there must be younger 
people — veterans from Iraq and Afghanistan — to take up 
the pace. If Rolling Thunder XXVIII is any indication, this 
is, indeed, happening. 

At 5 pm on Friday, a thunderous roar from the front of 
the Washington National Cathedral filled the air. About 250 
bikers wearing black leather vests, boots, and jeans, 
dismounted from their bikes. They were here to receive the 
blessing of the bikes on behalf of all the bikes and riders in 
Rolling Thunder. Reverend Gaiy Hall, dean of the 
Cathedral, and other clergy members conduct the ceremony. 
When I good naturedly mentioned to one of the attending 
clergy about the bikers' attire, she said “I understand what 
you mean, but all too often, people do not realize it is the 
character behind the clothes that matter, and these bikers — 
these veterans — humble all of us." 

Saturday remained cool and diy, and at 6 am, the tem- 
perature hovered in the low 50s. Three women could be 
seen drinking hot coffee near the new American Veterans 
Disabled for Life Memorial. A photographer was annoyed 
that they were in the background of a picture he wanted to 
take. An hour later, a National Park Service officer 
approached the women, giving each a long squeegee with a 
soft rubber end. This is Park Ranger James Pierce, who 
demonstrated how to use the squeegee. I asked James about 
the squeegees. 


Despite all the planning that went into the memorial and 
the reflecting pool, the engineers never considered that algae 
might form on the pool's bottom. So once a month, volun- 
teers come to gently scrub the bottom and sides of the shal- 
low pool. James continued, telling me and my friend about 
the memorial, and it's obvious he has a very deep affection 
for it. I mentioned that he considers this to be more than just 
a job. He slowly tapped his left leg, generating a hollow 
sound. James lost his leg in Afghanistan. James is also 
responsible for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial where he 
displays as much pride in his work. 

All day Saturday, a procession of visitors fed the Viet- 
nam Memorial, with tens of thousands of bikes parked on 
the grassy fields adjacent to The Wall. If you didn't know 
better, you'd think it was Rolling Thunder, which was actu- 
ally scheduled for Sunday. Saturday affords many veterans 
and the families of those veterans living on The Wall a more 
leisurely time to walk the hallowed valley of The Wall. They 
quietly speak to their buddy, father, brother, uncle, or loved 
one, telling them everything that has happened the past 
year. Many visitors touch their loved one's name on The 
Wall, as if to make lasting contact with him. 

Shortly after noon, riders walked down the path to The 
Wall, heading right for the apex, which is the center of the 
large black piece of polished granite. They were there to lay 
a wreath and plaque for their buddies living on The Wall. 

The plaque reads: "God, please take them to your home. 
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Classic Design, Modern Construction, Superior Performance 

The 240 combines an aramid belt for durability wit h an offset tread distortion for better grip 
Available in traditional blackwalf or classic whitewall single stripe or double stripe 

The 270 features a classic, full aspect ratio sawtooth design and 4 ply rated nylon carcass 
for extended wear Available in traditional blaokwall or classic single stripe whitewall 
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EVENT 


They were the men and women who stood alone. Forgotten 
by a country that couldn’t welcome them home.’’ 

By 8:15 am on Sunday morning, the Pentagon’s parking 
area was awash in chrome and American flags. There were 
more bikes at this time than at 10 am in previous years, an 
indication of how big this Rolling Thunder was. 

One Harley I saw near the front of the line at the Penta- 
gon bears the name “Gary Wetzel Medal of Honor’’ on it. 
Gary has been riding Rolling Thunder since 1993. Riding 
with Gary was Gold Star Mother Jill Stephenson to honor 
her son, Cpl. Ben Kopp, who made the ultimate sacrifice 
July 18, 2009. 

At noon on that clear day, the boom of Thunder began. 
The ground trembled, but there was no rain. Only thunder 
from the roar of 350,000 motorcycles preparing to embark 
on the ride across Arlington Memorial Bridge, down Consti- 
tution Avenue, before heading back to the grassy fields near 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial for the final stop to visit 
The Wall. For four hours, motorcycles four to six abreast 
travel this route. Among the first bikers to cross the bridge 
were Wetzel and symbolically on his left Congressional 
Medal of Honor recipient Leroy Petry. Petiy lost his right 
hand m Afghanistan; Wetzel lost his left arm in Vietnam. 

As the bikes entered 21st Street, standing tall on the con- 
crete median, dressed in his crisp Marine dress uniform and 
giving a firm hand salute, was Tim Chambers. He doesn’t 
move from this spot until the last bike rolls safely down 21st 
Street. Tim does this for his fallen buddies and all fallen 
heroes from all wars. 

Kneeling in front of Tim, gently holding a pair of dog 
tags hanging from an inverted rifle between a pair of jungle 
boots — the battlefield memorial — was US Army veteran 
Eric Cantu. 

From the sanctity of a stage set up near the Lincoln 
Memorial Reflecting Pool opposite the Lincoln Memorial, 
people gave short speeches about veterans, those killed in 
combat, and the thousands of veterans still unaccounted for. 
One of the speakers was actor Robert Patrick who rode his 
Harley from LA along with his buddy New York Myke. 
Robert talked about this countiy, our government, and its 
debt to members of the military and veterans. Veterans 
should never be forgotten, along with members of the 




military who serve this great nation, he said. Throughout 
the year, Robert quietly goes about assisting America’s 
wounded warriors, so today is unlike most other days when 
he helps. 

On Monday morning, there was the annual gathering of 
family and friends of the Fallen Heroes resting in Section 60 
at Arlington National Cemetery (ANC). Section 60 is a 
recent addition to ANC, which is composed primarily of 
personnel from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Families 
spread blankets and tables to celebrate the lives of particular 
names on headstones. Young children are reminded that the 
names on the headstones are of a fallen father, mother, 
uncle, aunt, or loved one and that America “should never 
forget them or what they did.” 

At 1 pm the same day, there was a ceremony at The Wall 
commemorating the limited edition National Medal of 
Honor Forever Stamp. In the audience were 11 Medal of 
Honor recipients from Vietnam. 

The keynote speaker, Medal of Honor recipient Jack 
Jacobs, like all recipients, truly feels he didn’t do enough, 
and did nothing that any other soldier would have done for 
his buddies. Perhaps Medal of Honor recipient Major 
General Patrick Brady (Retired) said it best when he 
humbly related: “We wear this medal to represent all those 
who were with us and did things far greater than we did, 
but no one saw it.” Nobody saw, but we will forever watch 
over them. AIM 
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Ryan Hurst “Dpie” & Tommy Flanagan "Chibs 
and Mark Boone Junior ’'Bobby" 
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Register Now ta receive our 
Pre-Event Pricing 

Price goes up on-si te , 

Daily (Thurs.-5aL) "15th Anniversary 0 Giveaways. 
Register for your chance to win. 

Use Promo Code: 
l i Mf fjjto raeiw DEE! 
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ARTISTRY 
IN IRON 


Headline Entertainment Friday and Saturday 

(Included with Party, Ultimate and VIP Passes) 

Visit www.LasVegasBkeFest.com and sign up for our eNewsletter 
For more information call 866-BIKEFEST (245-3337) 
or 702-450-7662 • Email: Inf 01 SLasVega 5 BikeFest.com 


Motorcycle 
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Jared Blake performing live 

at the 

Rev It Dp Kick Off Party 
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HEADQUARTER HOTEL 

CALL 800-634-3454 

r ind ask for the Los Vegns BikeFest 
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Billion 

Dollar 

Baby 

A custom with XL principles and class 

T here are plenty 
of places to get 
inspiration for a 
custom motorcycle 
build, but a charity auction 
usually isn't one of them. 

Even so, that's where the idea 
for this radical Sportster came 
from. It started back in Janu- 
ary 2014 when Mr. Norelli 
was at the Mecum Auction in 
Kissimmee, Florida. Among 
the customs up for auction 
was a trike, with the proceeds 
from its sale going to charity. 
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A charity auction bike appealed to Mr. Norelli because he 
was in the process of establishing the Norelli Family Foun- 
dation. He figured that building a custom bike through his 
foundation could not only help raise funds for charities, 
but raise awareness for those charities, too. So while 
watching the bidding at the Mecum Auction, Mr. 

Norelli decided to have a custom bike built and be 
auctioned off at the same event the following year. 

Mr. Norelli left the build itself to a 
highly capable team that he drafted 
from his assorted 
businesses. The 
team con 
sisted of 
Peter 
Fen- 


project 

manager, Matt 
Leyen over- 
seeing 
graphic de- 
sign, Rodger Shambhn tasked with 
the bike’s mechanical design, and 
Eric Klenk in charge of the build 
and assembly. Along with a 
skilled build team through 
Mr. Norelli’s various 
companies such as 
Shadow RT, the 


crew had access to a host of fabri- 
cation equipment to make the 
build process much easier. 
Rather than building a ground- 
up custom, a brand-new Harley- 
Davidson Forty- Eight 
Sportster served as the 
basis for the project. Aside 
from being a highly versatile platform that 
plays well to a variety of build styles, a new 
bike ensures that a dependable drivetrain 
with a full warranty also awaited the 
highest bidder. 

There’s a lot to visually take 
in on this bike because it 
boasts plenty of detail 
work. For instance, the 
swingarm was 
stretched 5" to 
blend in with 
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seating area. The single-shock 
absorber assembly is so discreetly 
mounted that it takes a keen eye to 
notice that there's even rear suspension 
on the bike. 

But there was even more work to be 
done to the rear section. First, the team 
hammered a new seat pan, and the 
exposed area below was boxed in with 
handcrafted sheet metal to create a 
more uniform look with the rear. The 
team fabricated an Axed Alien- style 
gas tank that was then Frisco-mounted 
over the backbone, and side panels 
were welded along the bottom to con- 
ceal the external fuel pump. The new 
side panels also help minimize the gap 
between the engine and exposed back- 
bone. The net result gives the bike an 
exaggerated dropped- seat look. 

While the build team focused on 
completing the bike, Mr. Norelli lined 
up two charities to receive the future proceeds from the 
forthcoming auction. The chanties he chose were New 
Hope for Kids, based in Maitland, Florida, and Alice 

Cooper's Solid Rock, located in Phoenix. And, 
yes, it's that Alice Cooper, so there 
was now a celebrity name 
attached to the project. 
Buoyed by the Alice 
Cooper name, the bike 


the custom rear fender and integrated 
oil tank; Peter's team used a piece of 
14-gauge steel to create the underside 
of the fender before welding the new 
assembly to the swmgarm. They also 
created a skeleton for the fender's top 
section using pieces of 3/16" steel rod. 
This also formed the oil tank at the 
front portion of the fender where the 
team used sheet metal to seal up the oil 
tank before adding metal over the 
exposed skeleton to create a 3-D 
fender. Make no mistake, this isn't a 
bolt-on aftermarket piece. 

But with the stock fender mounts 
gone, there was no place to bolt the 
stock rear suspension. The solution 
was to incorporate a single coil-over 
shock mounted between the front of 
the swmgarm and the underside of the 
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gained a common theme, and to that effect, custom painter 
Chris Cruz worked his magic. Chris laid down a Candy 
Apple Red basecoat before spending countless hours dress- 
ing the body panels with airbrushed renditions of Alice 
album covers from the 1970s. Perhaps the most eye-catchmg 
piece is the Raioe Your FLit and Yeti cover, with the hand 
visually ripping through the gas tank's metal surface. As a 
bonus, Alice autographed the gas tank. Clearly a fistful of 
Alice for the bike's future owner. 

In addition, the team created unique one-off covers for the 
derby, air cleaner, and points covers. The cov- 
ers were milled out of billet aluminum and an- 
odized before being laser-engraved with the 
Billion Dollar Babieo album cover art. 

After an intense 15 weeks of building, the 
team put the finishing touches on the project. 

The modified Sportster was given a custom 
jockey shift setup, and the Biltwell Keystone 
handlebar has accessory handgrips with 
integrated turn signals. Finally, a Vance & 

Hines/Roland Sands Design Tracker 2-into-l 
exhaust helps account for the engine's melodic 
tones, appropriate for this rock and roll tribute. 

Promotion for the charity bike went very 
well, receiving plenty of preauction attention 
at several prestigious events throughout 
Florida before the Mecum Auction itself. 

Finally, the bike was rolled to the forefront 
of the auction arena, and when the auction- 


eer's gavel dropped, bidding peaked at $30,000. The money, 
of course, went directly to the two chosen charities. 

As you can imagine, Mr. Norelli is proud of the bike, his 
team's hard work, and the money his foundation raised for 
the New Hope for Kids and Alice Cooper's Solid Rock 
charities. “My team — Peter, Eric, Matt, Rodger, and I can't 
not mention Chris Cruz — created a custom motorcycle that 
was beyond my expectations. I couldn't be happier," Mr. 
Norelli says. No doubt, the bike's winning bidder probably 
feels the same way. AIM 
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Owners: 

Norelli Family Foundation 

Clutch: 

Stock 

Builders: 

Peter Fenninger, Eric Klenk, Rodger Shamblin 

Primary drive: 

Stock 

Year/model: 

2014 Harley-Davidson Forty-Eight Sportster 

Final drive: 

Chain conversion 

Time to build: 
Painter: 

15 weeks 

Chris Cruz, Chris Cruz Artistry, Deland, FL 

Mods: 

Tensioner, fabricated by Shadow RT 

Graphic artist: 

Matt Leyen 

CHASSIS 


Colors: 

Candy Apple Red/black 

Frame: 
Front forks: 

2014 Harley-Davidson Sportster 

Stock/Harley-Davidson fork boots 

POWERPLANT 

Swingarm: 

Stock, stretched 5" 

Engine: 

2014 Harley-Davidson Evolution 

Shocks: 

Monoshock, customized 

Builder: 

Harley-Davidson 

Front wheel: 

Stock 16" 

Displacement: 

74- 

Rear wheel: 

Stock 16" 

Cases: 

Stock 

Front brake: 

Stock 

Flywheels: 

Stock 

Rear brake: 

Stock 

Balancing: 

Harley-Davidson 

Front/rear tire: 

Stock 

Connecting rods: 

Stock 

Front fender: 

Shadow RT 

Cylinders: 

Pistons: 

Stock 

Stock 

Rear fender: 

Shadow RT 

Heads: 

Stock 

ACCESSORIES 


Cams: 

Stock 

Headlight: 

Stock with accessory grille 

Lifters: 

Stock 

Taillight: 

Harley-Davidson V-Rod 

Carb: 

Harley-Davidson fuel injection 

Fuel tank: 

Shadow RT 

Air cleaner: 

Shadow RT 

Oil tank: 

Shadow RT 

Exhaust: 

Vance & Hines/Roland Sands Design Tracker 2-into-l 

Handlebars: 

Biltwell Keystone 

Ignition: 

Stock 

Seat: 

Shadow RT seat pan/Hunf s Upholstery & Interiors, Deland, FL 

Charging system: 

Stock 

Pegs: 

Stock 

Points cover: 

Shadow RT 

Speedo: 

Stock 

Derby cover: 

Shadow RT 

License bracket: 

Led Sled Customs LEDs 

Transmission: 

Stock five-speed 

Hand controls: 

Accessory grips with integrated turn signals 

Case: 

Stock 

Foot controls: 

Harley-Davidson 

Gears: 

Stock 

Levers: 

Harley-Davidson 
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CDITIFDRT AT 
RIDE’S EDD 

When you take the long ride” 

to Las Vegas, you want a place that 
offers you everything you need all 
under one roof. We offer special room 
rates for motorcyclists and a free 
covered parking area for your bike. 


We also offer: 


■ 2,160 Rooms and Suites 

■ 11 Great Restaurants 

■ 60 Table Games 

■ Spa & Fitness Center 

■ Over 2,600 Slot Machines 

i Showroom 

■ 22-Table Poker Room 

■ 16 Movie Theaters 

■ Race & Sports Books 

■ Liquor Store & Gift Shop 


For Reservations Call 

1-BEE-791-7E2E 

Mention Offer Code AIM0701 


LAE VEGAS 

5outhPointCasino.com 




EVENT « by Chris Maida 


Pate Swap Meet 

If it has anything to do with transportation, 
it was at the Texas Motor Speedway 


W e've all heard how everything is 
big in Texas. Well, I'm happy to say 
that it also holds true for vintage bike 
and car swap meets ! As cliched as 
that sounds, it doesn't change the 
fact that it's true. I saw many cool 
parts, bikes, and cars at the Pate Swap Meet in Fort Worth! 
But that's not all. There were also antique gas pumps, signs, 
and a ton of other stuff I've either heard about or seen on 
TV shows like American Tickers. If it has to do with trans- 
portation, it was there. The Pate organizers wanted to have 
motorcycles as a part of their event for many years, but 
couldn't attract anybody who wanted to organize it. That is, 
until the Cherokee Chapter (CherokeeAMCA.org) of the 
Antique Motorcycle Club of America (AMCA) offered to 
bring vintage and classic motorcycles to the party. 

My host for this event was respected collector Steve 
Klein, a member of the Cherokee Chapter and one of the 
people responsible for combining motorcycles with the 
already prestigious Pate Swap Meet (PateSwapMeet.com). 
When I asked Steve what they had on hand for the motor- 
cycle section of the event, he told me “Chris, we have 381 


vender booths. There are 126 bikes in the show today, and 
that number will double by tomorrow, Friday. The oldest 
bike in the show is a 1903 Rex; we also have a 1908 Thor. 
There are bikes here from the teens, '20s, '30s, '40s, '50s, 
'60s, '70s, and '80s. There's a period-modified class with 
bobbers, choppers, and customs. There's also a lightweight 
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970 SERIES REMOTE 
RESERVOIR SHOCKS 

High performance suspension and massive touring 
machines are not often spoken of in the same 
sentence, yet we know these are the bikes that 
need it the most. With that in mind. Progressive 
has taken our top shelf 970 Series damper and 
engineered a remote reservoir to create the 
pinnacle of bagger suspension. 


♦Applications for 1993-2015 
HD Touring Models 

♦Adjustable preload 


♦Easy compression adjustment 

♦Available in 12" 
or 13" Heights 


♦Remote reservoirs mount in 
front of the bags 


□ □□ 


677.690.741 1 | 714.563.8700 

www .progress! vesuspension.com 


♦Available in standard or 
heavy duty spring rates 




suspension 





EVENT 


class with Cushmans, Mustangs, and Vespas.” 

This was the first year where there was a section for 
motorcycles. The event started at Pete Pate's farm when a 
bunch of Pete's friends had a barbecue and brought their 
street rods, hot rods, and pickup trucks. The event now has 
over 11,000 venders with close to 150,000 people attending 
during the event's four days. The Pate Swap Meet has cars 
and trucks from the steam and brass eras, 1920s, '30s, '40s, 
'50s, '60s, hot rods, rat rods, street rods, muscle cars, trucks, 
and almost anything else on wheels, even bicycles. On the 
motorcycle front as you can see in the photos, there are also 
lots of vintage and classic motorcycles, with a heaping help- 



ing of vintage parts to help you with whatever project you 
have in mind. Everyone I met and talked with was friendly 
and helpful even if I wasn't buying anything. These are en- 
thusiasts who love what they do, and it shows. Even the 
weather cooperated! There was no rain, with temps in the 
80s during the day and in the 60s at night, with a light 
breeze and white, puffy clouds overhead. In a word, perfect! 

This event has been going on for 42 years, and the peo- 
ple in charge really have it dialed in. It's well- organized with 
great security, an important factor, considering the rare and 
expensive motorcycles, cars, trucks, and parts for sale and 
on display. The Pate Swap Meet should definitely be on 
your short list of events to attend if you're into vintage and 
classic vehicles, parts, and memorabilia. Next year's event 
will be at the same spot, the Texas Motor Speedway, a 
NASCAR facility, in Ft. Worth, from Thursday, April 28, 
until Sunday, May 1. 

It's worth the trip! AIM 
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1970-2015 Carbureted or 
Fuel Injected Ignition Needs? 
Yes , We’ll get you running . 

Models 1005 and 1005S Internal (Nose Cone) ignition 
for 1970-1999 Big-Twin®and 1971-2003 Sportster** 

Two advance curve families with adjustable advance slope 
accommodates stock to highly modified engines 
Digitally set RPM limit (100RPM steps) 

Selectable single or dual fire mode 

Selectable multi-spark mode for quick starting and smooth cruise 
Coil outputs protected against short circuits 
Optional PC link cable and software for programming 
custom advance curve 
Biliet aluminum housing 

Models 1006 and 1007 Plug-In Ignition Modules 
for 1990-1994 Evolution Big Twin® and 
1990-1993 Sportster** 

•Two advance curve families with adjustable slope 
accommodates stock to highly modified engines 
•Digitally set RPM limit (100RPM steps) 

•Selectable single or dual fire mode 
•Selectable multi-spark mode for quick starting 
and smooth cruise 

•Coil outputs protected against short circuits 
•Optional PC Link cable and software for programming 
custom advance curve 

• Billet aluminum housing with black anodized finish 

Model 1006 has a 7-pin connector and is inf ended for 1990-1994 HD Motorcycles , 

Model 1007 has an 8-pin connector and is in fended for 1995-1999 HD Motorcycles. 


TC88 Series Plug-In Ignition Module for 1999-2006 Carbureted Twin-Cam 88* Engines 

•Wide timing advance adjustment range accommodates stock to highly modified engines 
•Digitally set RPM limit (100 RPM Steps) 

•Selectable multi-spark mode for quick starting and smooth cruise 
•Coil ouptus protected against short circuits 
•Optional PC Link cable and software for programming 
cutom advance curve 

•Billet aluminum housing with black anodized housing 
•Supports all sensors including theft/security Module 

TC88 Version for 2003-2006 Models supports J1850 Data Bus , 

TCFI Fuel Injection Kit for 2001-2015 Twin-Cam 
with 36 Pin Delphi 6 system 

•Simultaneously auto-tune 
fuel curves for front and rear 
cylinder under actual riding 
conditions with the new 
WEGO HID dual channel 
wide-band oxygen sensor 
interface 

•Extended data logging and 
diagnostics. Stores full 60 
minutes of operating data 
at 10 Samples/second 
•Easy Plug-in installation 


weoomit 

TWfntmc 


Twin Tec 


I S 3 




IN* 


^ uctyiuna 

w Twin Tec 


To order: Coll 386-304-0700 
Online - Daytona-TwinTec.com 
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READER'S RIDE »_by Steven Wyman-Blackburn • photos by John Feola 


FULL CIRCLE 


Legacy of a Panhead 


It's common knowledge that the longer you're with 

something, the less likely you'll notice it change, especially if 
the alterations are subtle, few, and far between. Unless 
you're some kind of sorcerer. But when it comes to motor- 
cycles, these changes are easy to spot, especially when 
they're done to Harleys because, as proclaimed on the cover 
of this magazine, "People who love Harley-Davidsons" are 
hard to get anything by. Even small add-ons (like the skull 
on this 1961 Duo- Glide Panhead's left-hand shifter setup), 


miniscule changes in hue (unlike this 
Pan's Candy Tangerine Orange over 
ghost flames), or minor extending of 
the forks (also not the case on this 
Harley's 6 M -over front end) will never 
be overlooked by H-D enthusiasts. 

It just so happens that when it 
comes to this Panhead, we have some- 
one on hand who last saw the bike 
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this story. Who am I to word it any 
other way? 

But before this Panhead could reach 
any sort of legendary status, it had to 
first be purchased, and, as it turns out, 
Chris was the one who made the deal 
possible. “Chris turned me onto this 
bike/' Dragon John remembers. 

“Some old man was selling it, and 
Chris knew I wanted to get into a big- 
ger bike, and I had picked up that dog 
for $1,500 bone-stuck under Chris' 
find. He would rather see me enjoying 
myself on it than make a profit." 

Of course, hindsight being 20/20, 
Dragon John wishes that he had kept 
the bike stock. It was, as he says, “blue 
and white with the windshield and 
bags, the white handgrips, two-tone 
horse saddle seat," — pogo, of course 
— “the spotlights, the sickle lights, not 
a lot of chrome, just the basics from the 
factory." Dragon John says it would 
have been “worth its weight in gold and 
still been a great bike because it had the 
original grease fittings from the factory. 
It was so pristine." In fact, the guy from 
whom Dragon John bought it still had 
the original 1960s owners manual for 
the bike. “It's done in cartoon draw- 
ings, almost," adds Dragon John. 

That said, Dragon John kept key 
features that identify his custom as a 
Panhead-era bike. It's a specific-era 
custom resto project with the majority 
of its modifications completed back in 
the day when Panheads were still 
relatively new. Changes done from that 
period are comparable to someone 
today slapping a 26" front wheel onto a 
bagger. As Dragon John says, “It's set 


when it was mostly stock as a Duo- 
Glide. That would be American Iron 
Magazine s editor Chris Maida. The 
current owner, John Feola, recalls his 
time with Chris and when he first got 
the bike “back in the early '70s when 
we were just pups, and we were hang- 
ing out, riding bikes, and building 
them." And for the sake of how awe- 
some John's nickname is, I will share 
certain mods earlier than I usually do 
so that I can refer to him as such for 
the duration of the article rather than 
just plain “John." People call him 
“Dragon John," hence the dragon 
painted on the front fender, the ghost 
flames throughout (dragons spout fire 
for all of you who, for some reason, 
didn't know), the flames stitched on 
the Corbin Gunflghter seat and flames 
on the handgrips, and the one-off 
dragon on the sissybar that was originally a handle from an 
old cast iron ashtray whose eye Dragon John replaced with 
a rhinestone. Yes, Dragon John has an affinity for dragons. 
In other words, this bike has gone through some major 
changes, and Chris would therefore undoubtedly notice 
them all. But seeing as Chris is a busy guy, we're going to 
have to imagine his surprise. 

Whether Dragon John was known as Dragon John 
when he and Chris hung out and whether or not Chris 
called him that will have to remain a mysteiy, too. What's 
important (and also isn't ambivalent), as Dragon John said 
to me verbatim, is that, even though he and Chris lost con- 
tact over the years, the bike “has come full circle back to 
Chris' attention after 35-plus years," which is pretty re- 
markable. “It is a legacy of a Panhead." Hence the titles of 


Got d bike you think bdonys here? Well, send it to ReadersRide(®AmericanlronMag.com or Reader’s Ride, c/o American 
Iron Magazine, 1010 Summer Street., Stamford, CT 06905. Be sure to send a few digital images showing both sides of the bike shot the 
same way we do a bike feature, as well as some shots of you with the bike. Well also need full contact info for you, including a daytime 
phone number. Sorry, images will not be returned. 
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up like a ’70s version of a custom Glide” because, well, it 
was mostly modified in the 1970s. 

“With a Panhead, it has to stay within the theme of the 
era,” touts Dragon John. Some of these period-correct parts 
include the original powerplant “because I wanted to keep it 
reliable internally. It's got a mild cam and it's got the S&S 
Super E carb, but it's not big-bored or super- worked out,” he 
says. The bike still includes its old foot boards, generator 
charging system (although it jumped from 6 volts to 12), the 
iconic star decal on the tank, and the front and rear bumpers, 
which, according to Dragon John, “you don't see that much 
anymore.” Al l of this is exemplified by what normally comes 
with age and especially use: “there are some nicks and 
scrapes here ’n’ there, like the pipes are blackened up front, 
loaded up a little bit.” But even after all these years, it's still 
running well, only requiring wrenching now and then. It's 
like Dragon John says, “a legacy of a Panhead.” 

While some changes to the bike took place while Dragon 
John was still living in New York, once he moved south to 
Florida, he took further steps to acclimate his Pan to the area. 
“The bike is where it is because of Florida riding conditions,” 
he relates, insinuating that it gets rather hot in the Sunshine 
State. “I took the shield off, all of the dresser stuff, and loaded 
it like a custom Glide. I didn’t need all of the bags.” 

So other than stripping parts off, what are these personal 
flairs? Among the more impressive mods are the aforemen- 
tioned blackened-up, loaded-up pipes, which, to further 
articulate their awesomeness, Dragon John said were 
“painstakingly bent” before they were “done just right” and 
welded with the front section of the pipes and the fishtail 
extensions. But there’s more to these pipes than just having a 
crazy upswept angle. The fact that they were installed on a 
swmgarm bike should convey a sense of how difficult it must 
have been since the pipes must work in compliance with the 


“It’s a little 
crazy off 
the line at 
a light, but 
once you’re 
going, it’s 
just like a 
shift.’’ 


rear shocks without compromising their 
mobility. “The brackets are mounted to 
the fender struts,” explains Dragon 
J ohn, “which keep the pipes supported, 
but you’re still able to move up and 
down with the swmgarm on the rear 
section, so they pivot and work with the 
shocks, and the pipes stay put.” That’s 
the key. The swmgarm and rear shocks 
need to move but the pipes can’t move 
(for obvious reasons). “There is really 
close clearance, but they work. It just 
takes a little thought and engineering,” 
he adds. 

One of the miniscule, albeit “mind- 
blowing,” “innovative” mods was done 
after receiving some advice from an old 
man about popping the clutch unex- 
pectedly. Basically, what you see on 
Dragon John’s bike is a 1961 -era setup 
with an old tank shift bolted to the 
mouse trap or a spring-loaded assist 
(when you squeeze on the clutch lever, 
it helps ease with the pull of the 
clutch”), and the cable is connected to 
the mouse trap and goes up to the left- 
hand lever. Well, Dragon John got to 
test it out himself firsthand after his 
clutch broke. “You just pull the tank 
shifter back, and it engages the clutch, 
and you throw your gear with your foot 
and you clutch it with the shift. It’s a 
little crazy off the line at a light, but 
once you’re going, it’s just like a shift.” 
Among other personal flavors include a 
Yuasa battery residing inside the wrap- 
around horseshoe oil tank’s well, steel- 
braided oil lines, and 16" apehangers 
that were drilled for internal wiring. 

If you like this bike, you should 
thank the inmates at the prison where 
Dragon John works. See, most of 
them subscribe to AIM. And after 
Dragon J ohn finally put two and two 
together that Chris is the editor (“I’ll 
be damned he doesn't look like how he 
did when we grew up. He had long 
hair and a beard”), they kept on insist- 
ing Dragon John send in photos of his 
bike. “They were pushing me and 
pushing me,” he recalls. “‘Oh, boss! 
You really got to get a hold of him! ’” 
And because of their insistence, we get 
to enjoy this Panhead’s legacy. Thanks, 
guys ! And, of course, we have some- 
one else to thank: “Other than that, 
yeah, that’s my ride. It’s been my ride 
for 30-something years, thanks to 
Chris.” AIM 
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Too much glare masks 
slick spots and potholes 


* Eliminates glare but 
can distort road hazards 
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BIKER’S CHOKE REBUILD 


Part II: Our 1998 Evo Road King’d owing arm geto a Cud tom Cycle Engineering upgrade 


•Motorcycle 

•BAGGER 


1 Here’s our 1998 Evo 
Road King up on 
Chuck’s lift with the 
engine out, which 
you don’t have to do, 
and thetranny 
propped up on a 
jack, which you 
should do no matter 
what. The rear wheel 
is also removed from 
the bike. 


A COUPLE OF ISSUES BACK, WE STARTED A NEW 
project bringing a 1998 Evolution-powered 
Road King back to its original safety stan- 
dards and functionality. Actually, where possi- 
ble, we're improving on the old King, not that 
it needs much of that. In essence , our carbureted King is 
what some might call the perfect motorcycle. There are no 
computers, few sensors, and it uses a basic electronic igni- 
tion system. Its heavyweight chassis, 80” motor, and five- 
speed transmission offer some of the same touring 
experience that a brand-new one does. Just without all the 
bells and whistles, and at a fraction of the price. 

The point of this project is to show how to turn one of the 
best deals in used Harleys (1995-98 Road Kings) into a 
dependable rider while getting everything we need from one 
convenient source: Biker's Choice (BC). At 1,819 pages, the 
2015 BC catalog is chock-full of just about eveiything you 
need for your Harley. We didn't exactly set a budget for this 
project, but the BC catalog features tons of quality parts 
that allow you to follow the same general procedures we're 
doing at whatever budget or pace you're comfortable with. 

With the front wheel rebuilt and rolling on a new Dunlop 
wide whitewall, it's time to turn our attention to the rear. At 


the veiy least, the bike will be easier to 
roll around the shop. The rear end of 
the Road King is getting a well-worth- 
it upgrade with a Custom Cycle Engi- 


TOOLS NEEDED 


• Blue Loctite 

• Red Loctite 

• 3/16” Allen 

• Brass hammer 

• Brass punch 

• Long prybar 

• Flat-bladed screwdriver 

• 5/8” socket 

• 3/4” deep socket (two) 

• 1-1/2” special socket 

• Torque wrench (in-lbs.) 

• Torque wrench (ft-lbs.) 

• Large open spacer 

• Hydraulic press ■ 
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INDIAN MOTORCYCLE 
O't/a/uta- 


USE PROMO CODE 


IRON15 


\ FOR $4 OFF TICKETS 


At AIAAExpoUSA.com 


AIM Expo 

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL MOTORCYCLE EXPO 

OCTOBER 17-18, 2015 

ORANGE COUNTY CONVENTION CENTER • ORLANDO. FL 


500+ EXHIBITORS 

2016 BIKE/PRODUCT INTROS 

STREET AND DIRT DEMOS 

CHOPPER LEGENDS 
SHOWCASE 

FREE MOTORCYCLE PARKING 

ON DISPLAY: CUSTOM BIKES 
FROM DAVE PEREWITZ, 
JESSE JAMES, DENNY BERG, 
PAT PATTERSON AND MORE 


MEET GARAGE PARTY AMBASSADOR 
LETICIA CLINE 


AND POWERSPORTS SHOW 
1 IN NORTH AMERICA 








He then uses a 5/8" socket to remove the two 
bolts that hold the stock left rear fork 
(swingarm) bracket. He puts the bracket aside as 
it will be reused. The nut will not be. 



5 


Chuck uses a long prybar to take the pressure 
from the transmission off the swingarm bushing, 
so he can remove it, with the spacer inside it, 
from the left side of the swingarm shaft. 



B After removing the same parts from the right 
side of the frame, Chuck uses a hammer and 
brass punch to tap the old swingarm shaft from 
the frame, swingarm, and rear tranny mount. 



7 After removing the right bushing, Chuck pulls the 
two dust shields from the bike, which were 
against the bushings. He then uses a 3/4" socket 
to remove the bolts from the bottom of both 
shocks. 



8 Chuck uses a flat-bladed screwdriver to pop 
open both brake line clips so he can hang the 
rear brake caliper safely out of the way. He 
then pulls the rear swingarm from the bike. 



9 After removing the seals, Chuck positions the 
swingarm on his press with a large open spacer 
under it so the old deavebloc has a place to go as 
he presses them out using the proper size socket. 



m After coating the outer side of the Custom 
Cycle Engineering (CCE) bearing with red 
Loctite, Chuck positions the CCE bearing so 
the flat side goes into the swingarm first. 




Chuck positions the swingarm and CCE bearing 
onto his hydraulic press. Using the CCE-supplied 
driving and positioning tool, he drives the 
bearing in until the CCE tool bottoms out on the 
swingarm. 



92 • American Iron Magazine • Issue #328 


AIMag.com 




SUMMIT REAR FENDER WITH 992 TAILLIGHTS SUMMIT REAR FENDER WITH 957 TAILLIGHTS 

REAR FENDEF BAD DAD'S SUMMIT REAR FENDER BAGS: BAD DAD'S STRETCHED BAGS LIGH 992 TAILLIGHTS BAD DAD'S SUMMIT REAR FENDER BAD DAD'S STRETCHED BAGS 957 TAILLIGHTS 
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Chuck replaces the old rear drive belt with the 
new one from Biker’s Choice. Make sure you 
can read the writing on the belt when it’s on 
the tranny pulley, which properly positions 
the belt. 



lightly greases and then sends the new CCE 
shaft through the frame and transmission 
using a brass hammer. 



Chuck then positions the CCE end spacers in 
both ends of the stock swingarm. 



If the shaft moves the bearing out of the 
swingarm, just use the CCE driving tool and a 
brass hammer to properly position it in the 
swingarm again. 



After putting the new H-D rubber against the 
stock bracket, Chuck positions both against 
the frame and swingarm. 



Using the stock hardware, blue Loctite, and a 
5/8" socket, Chuck lightly snugs the bolts 
down for now, so he can reposition the 
swingarm rubbers as needed for the next 
step. 



M He can now position the swingarm around the 
rear mount on the tranny. This can take some 
time and finesse to do, so be patient. 




washer (beveled side in and over the end of 
the shaft) and nut onto both sides of the 
CCE shaft. 
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(one on each nut) and the stock bracket bolts 
to 34-42 ft-lbs. using a 5/8" socket. 

neering (CCE) FLT/FXR Swingarm 
Retrofit Kit with axle (#4 9 7732/$ 380). 
As long as we have to replace all these 
parts anyway, the CCE kit is the obvi- 
ous choice. The kit replaces the old 
stock cleavebloc-style swingarm bush- 
ings with spherical bearings, which 
greatly improve the handling and 
tracking of 1980-2001 FLT and 
FXR models. The swingarm can react 
quicker with the CCE kit, allowing the 
shock absorbers to function even 
better. Lateral and torsional movement 
is also reduced thanks to the spherical 
bearing design. We opted for the kit 
that included an axle, but it's also 
available without one. CCE recom- 
mends replacing the old rubber mount 
isolators with new ones from Harley- 
Davidson (#47564-86B). 

This month, were also installing a 
Twin Power 32-tooth drive pulley 


THERE MAY BE A REAR BRAKE 

line clamp on the right side 
bracket, so don’t forget to 
remove it. 

When it’s time to 

I TIPS St install the CCE nut 
TRICKS onto both sides of 

the CCE shaft, Chuck 
first packs some paper into his 
deep socket to hold the nut to- 
wards the end of the socket. This 
makes it easier to get the nut 
onto the CCE shaft. ■ 
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After slightly spreading the tangs on the 
stock chrome end caps, Chuck presses both 
of them back into their brackets. He also 
reattaches both rear shocks using the stock 
hardware and blue Loctite. 




To swap out the old rusty tranny pulley for 
a new BC one, Chuck uses a 3/16" Allen to 
remove both holddown bolts. 



M Chuck then uses a 1-7/8" special deep 
socket and an impact gun to remove the 
pulley nut, which is reverse-threaded. 




After putting some red Loctite on threads, 
he threads on the stock nut/washer using 
just his fingers to make sure he doesn’t 
cross-thread the nut, which is reverse- 
threaded. 




Chuck then torques the nut to 50 ft-lbs. and 
then turns it 30-40 degrees more and 
makes sure he lines up two bolt holes. 



He uses a 3/16" Allen to torque them to 
100 in-lbs. 

(#489758/$79.95) for five-speed Big 
Twins; ours was rusted. Since you need 
to take off at least the left side of the 
swingarm to swap out the rear drive 
belt, we’re also putting on a Gates 
Polychain 139-tooth, 1-1/2” final drive 
belt (#439063/$ 192.95), which fits 
1997-2003 FLs. The Gates belt is made 
of precision-ground neoprene rubber 
backing, which has excellent wear, 
vibration, and noise characteristics. Of 
course, we got these items from Biker’s 
Choice as well. 

As with the majority of this Road 
King rebuild, we’re doing this installa- 
tion at Chuck’s V-Twin in Port St. 
Lucie, Florida. Chuck runs a well- 
known and reputable independent 
shop, and he’s done tons of rebuilds 
like this over the years. Check out the 
accompanying photos and captions to 
follow Chuck as he takes us through 
upgrading our Evo Road King's 
swingarm using a CCE retrofit kit and 
various other parts from the Biker’s 
Choice catalog. AIM 

SOURCES 


BIKER’S CHOICE 

BikersChoice.com 

CHUCK’S V-TWIN 

772/807-1810 

ChucksVtwin.com 
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FLARE™ WINDSHIELDS. 

Eliminating bobblehead since 2006. 
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BOBBLEHEAD 

Verb [bob-uh l - hed] v 


A repeated, jerky movement due to 
riding without a Flare™ Windshield. 

%ie of thl^tare* 



As we brought our original and patented Flare™ 
Windshield to events and rallies with our “Try It 
Before You Buy It” test ride program, the same 
response was heard over and over again: Riding 
with the Klock Werks Flare™ Windshield got rid 
of head buffeting or “bobbling”. 

The Klock Werks Flare™ Windshield is designed 
in a way that eliminates bobblehead. 

Find out how you can #ELIMINATEBOBBLEHEAD 
at WWW.KUSTOMBAGGERS.COM. 
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PICKARD 23" 
WHEEL KIT 

Part II: Our 2009 Electra Glide geto a new Pickard front 
wheel and matching rotor 

W HEN IT COMES TO GOING BIG WITH YOUR 
bagger's front end, few other sizes can 
match the overall looks and performance 
of a 23" front wheel. You get the cool 
custom look of a 26" or larger wheel with 
the on-road performance of a 21-incher. At this stage in the 
bagger game, 23" tires are readily available just about any- 
where in case you have a problem, but that size tire still has 
enough of a sidewall that it shouldn't. And as we're showing 
over the course of this two-part series, it can be a relatively 
simple bolt-on installation. 

The key ingredient in this series to turn your 23" bagger 
into reality is Pickard USA's 6-degree triple trees, which we 
installed on our 2009 Electra Glide in the last issue. The 
Pickard setup automatically corrects the headlight and fair- 
ing angle as well, making upgrading to a 23-incher as pain- 
less as possible. Obviously, there's another major component 
involved, and that's the wheel itself. For the ultimate in ease, 
we turned to Pickard yet again for a 3.75-23" chrome Fat 



iMotorcvde 

BAGGER 


1 


Here’s where we left 
off in our last issue. 
The Pickard triple 
trees and the altered 
stock front forks are 
installed. The front 
end is ready for 
Brandon to install the 
new Pickard 23" 
front wheel with 
matching rotor and 
Avon tire. 


Boy wheel ($1,599). The Fat Boy hoop 
features hot rod, live-spoke styling and 
Pickard's signature 3-D surfacing. It's 
available in sizes from 2.15-19" to 
4.00-30" up front while matching rears 
come in 16", 17", and 18" heights and a 
variety of widths. ABS bearings are op- 
tional, and matching rotors and pulleys 
are also available. We opted to run a 
single stock size, matching polished 
rotor ($349). 

A larger front wheel is great, but it's 
important to run a tire that can handle 
the size and weight and still maintain (or 
improve) the bike's performance. For 
that task, we turned to Avon Tyres for a 
130/60R-23" Cobra radial ($219.44). 

The Cobra series was designed specifi- 
cally for the touring, power cruiser, and 
custom market like our Electra Glide. 
Avon combined sport tire technology 
(just take a look at that aggresive tread) 

TOOLS NEEDED 


• Blue Loctite 

• Waterproof grease 

• 1/4” Allen 

• T-40 Torx 

• #3 Phillips screwdriver 

• 1/2” socket 

• 15/16” socket 

• 1/2”-drive ratchet 

• Torque wrench (ft-lbs.) ■ 



2 


The first step is to mount the new Avon Cobra 
130/60-23" tire, noting the directional arrow 
and balance dot. Brandon then tops off the tire 
pressure to 40 psi. 
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3 He also checks the rotor hardware torque on the 
new Pickard matching brake rotor using a T-40 
Torx to ensure that it’s 45-50 ft-lbs. It is. 




Brandon then positions the wheel between the 
fork legs and puts a skin coat of waterproof 
grease on the stock front axle. 



5 


Next he positions the stock right wheel spacer 
between the wheel and right fork leg and sends 
the axle partway through the wheel. 



1 (888) 441-3331 

CRAN KAN DSTROKER.COM 


Crank & Stroker 


SUPFLV COMPANY 


THE MOST ADVANCED 
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B Brandon positions the stock left wheel spacer 
between the wheel and left fork leg and 
sends the axle fully through. 



7 After he installs the stock flat washer and axle nut 
on the axle, Brandon torques the axle nut to 
55-60 ft-lbs. using a 15/16" socket and a #3 
Phillips screwdriver through the hole in the right 
side of the axle. 



8 After putting some blue Loctite on the threads, 
Brandon uses a 1/2" socket and the stock hard- 
ware to secure the stock axle clamp to the right 
lower leg. He torques the nuts to 10 ft-lbs. 



9 Brandon now pulls out on the front end to check 
the neck bearing endplay. He wants and gets no 
vertical movement and the front end turns 
smoothly. 



m lf there’s some vertical play, tighten the 
bottom fork stem nut using a 1/2"-drive 
ratchet until all the vertical play is removed. 




The Pickard bottom front steering stem lockbolt 
(short one) goes into the bottom tree using 
blue Loctite and a 1/4" Allen. Brandon lightly 
snugs it for now; he’ll tighten it after he lightly 
snugs down the next bolt. 


with a compound that promotes stability 
and longevity making it perfect for our 
customized Electra Glide. 

There you have it. With a one-stop 
outfit like Pickard and a day in the 
shop, our 2009 Electra Glide is sport- 
ing a completely new look and feel that 
will not only fit right in at a bike show 
but, more importantly, look great going 
down the road. Like the previous 
project on the front end, Chris and 
Brandon completed this one in 
Brandon’s shop in just a couple of 
hours. Now this bagger is ready to hit 
the road in style! 



using blue Loctite and a 1/4" Allen. Brandon 
lightly snugs this bolt, then tightens the front 
stem lockbolt, and then tightens this bolt. 



SOURCES 


AVON TYRES 

800/624-7470 

AvonMoto.com 


PICKARD USA 

972/231-1298 

PickardUSA.com 
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SE SHOTGUN MUFFLERS 

Our Fat Boy getd a tough, d tick- looking det of piped 


1 Here’s our 2015 Fat 
Boy up on the lift and 
ready to get its new 
Screamin’ Eagle 
Shotgun mufflers. Of 
course, you don’t 
need a lift to do this 
swap. 


L ast month, we gave our bone stock 2015 

Fat Boy test bike a little kick in the pants with a 
Screamin' Eagle Ventilator air cleaner kit. We 
got an across-the-board power increase, as well 
an improvement in the bike's throttle response 
and sound. The big advantage when going with Screamin' 
Eagle parts, though, is that it's a great way of keeping that 
brand-new bike looking fresh and performing hiccup-free. 

With more air going into the 103" Twin Cam, and a nice 
rev limit upgrade (to 6250 rpm instead of the stock 5550 
rpm), it's time to help get more air out. We picked a set of 
Screamin' Eagle Street Shotgun slip-on Softail mufflers 
(#80680- 12/$449. 95). The Shotgun mufflers feature high- 
flowing internals to give the bike a little growl. Don't worry. 
It's nothing that will annoy the neighbors. With the EPA 
stamp of approval, these mufflers are 50-state legal when 
used on stock displacement engines thanks to the 
catalytic converter inside each one. When installing new 
slip-on mufflers, you must get two new muffler clamps 
(#65296~95A), which don't come with the mufflers. 

Even though you can reuse the stock heat shields and 
clamps, we wanted to give the system a little extra looks 
upgrade by installing chrome Screamin' Eagle Shotgun 
muffler heat shields (#64806~07A/$49.95). The Screamin' 



Eagle lettering on the top heat shield 
shores up the bike's already tough 
appearance. 

While it's not necessaiy to reflash 
the bike when doing a slip-on muffler 
install like it is for the Screamin' Eagle 
air cleaner, our bike has already been 
recalibrated to a higher rev limit. This 
install took about an hour in the 
American Iron garage. 

TOOLS NEEDED 


• Glass cleaner 

• WD-40 

• Rubber mallet 

• Flat-bladed screwdriver 

• 5/16” nutdriver/socket 

• 3/8” wrench/socket 

• 9/16” deep socket 

• Ratchet extension 

• Torque wrench (in-lbs.) 

• Torque wrench (ft-lbs.) ■ 



2 


Using a 5/16" nutdriver or flat-bladed 
screwdriver, remove both stock muffler heat 
shields. There are two clamps per shield. 
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3 Using a 9/16" deep socket and an extension, 
loosen each muffler’s stock clamp. Then spray a 
little WD-40 where the muffler contacts the 
header pipe, so the muffler will come off easier. 


B Gently tap the muffler with a rubber mallet to 
loosen it from its header pipe while pulling back 
on the muffler to walk it off the header. Then 
remove the muffler clamp from the header and 
discard it. 




4 Using a 5/16" nutdriver or socket, or flat-bladed 
screwdriver, remove both header heat shields. 
There are three clamps on the bottom heat 
shield. 


Using a 3/8" wrench and/or a 3/8" socket, 
remove the four bolts that hold the bottom 
muffler to its frame bracket. 



socket to remove the two bolts that hold the top 
muffler to its frame bracket. 


8 You may need to also tap on the front of the 
muffler to get it off its header. Then remove 
the muffler clamp from the header and discard 
it. Don’t forget to wipe the WD-40 from the 
header pipes. 





Put a new muffler clamp over the front of both 
new mufflers. Position each clamp so its nut is 
below its muffler’s opening and facing out. 



m Slip the new bottom Shotgun muffler and its 
clamp onto the bottom header. Gently tap the 
muffler onto the header with a rubber mallet 
until its bolt holes line up with the frame 
bracket’s holes. 



Reinstall all four stock bolts using a 3/8" 
wrench and/or a 3/8" socket and torque them 
to 96-120 in-lbs. 
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Position the muffler clamp around the very 
end of the muffler and torque its nut to 38-43 
ft-lbs. Then do the same for the top muffler 
and its clamp reusing its two stock bolts. 



clamps into the slots on the back of the new 
heat shields. Position the drive end of the 


clamp so it’s on the bottom of the shield and 
it faces out. 




Install the new top shield, the one with 
the Screamin’ Eagle logo, onto the top 
muffler using a 5/16 rr nutdriver or socket, 
or flat-bladed screwdriver. Then do the 
same for the bottom shield. 



Reinstall both stock header heat shields using 
a 5/16" nutdriver or socket, or flat-bladed 
screwdriver. Then wipe the entire exhaust 
system down with glass cleaner again. 



SOURCES 


THE HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
MOTOR COMPANY 

Harley-Davidson.com 
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GUNNER BOBBER BUILD III 

Kyle at Speed Foundry Id transforming a stock Victory Gunner into a cool bobber l 


1 Picking up where we 
left off in issue 
#326, Kyle installs 
an Arlen Ness air 
cleaner setup using 
the Ness-supplied 
hardware. 


A t the beginning of the summer, Kyle 
Shorey of Speed Foundry Of Texas got a 
special delivery sent to his Dallas shop. It was 
a 2015 Victory Gunner with a little note 
instructing him to do whatever it takes to 
make it the coolest bobber he could and then bring it to 
Sturgis for the 75th rally festivities. 

After a short stretch of figuring out the best direction for 
the Victory, which he had never worked with before, Kyle 
got down to the basics. For starters, he cut away the entire 
rear of the frame, which was severely limiting his fabrica- 
tion options. In Kyle's mind, a badass bobber has to have a 
springer front end, and he pulled one of his own designs off 
the Speed Foundry shelf. Originally designed as a bolt-on 
part for late-model Harley Softails, it looks and functions 
perfectly on the Gunner, after some slight modifications, of 
course. A matching set of Ride Wright spoked wheels — 
wide in the back, tall in the front — got the bike to the point 
where Kyle could start his fab work. 

To really clean up the rear end, Kyle crafted a floating 
fender that hugs the rear tire and is mounted to the 
swingarm. The bike's new gas tank has the traditional 
bobber feel, with all the internals, such as the EFI system's 



fuel pump, needed to feed the edgy Vic- 
toiy powertrain. To complete the look 
of the engine, Kyle used a black and 
chrome air cleaner from Arlen Ness, 
which blends in well. Kyle then went to 
Hawg Halters Inc. (HHI) for the rest 
of the components required to turn this 
project into a fully functioning motor- 
cycle. He installed a black HHI brake 
caliper up front that came with a black 
bracket for the springer front end. He 
also opted for the clean look of HHI’s 
switch housings, clutch perch, and 
front caliper master cylinder. 

By now, you've got to be really itch- 
ing to see this custom Victory bobber. 
Just in case you didn’t make it out to 
Sturgis this year, we'll be running a full 
color feature on the bike in the next 
issue. Then you can decide for yourself 
whether or not Kyle lived up to the 
task. Hint: from what we gathered at 
Sturgis, the answer is a resounding yed I 



2 


It’s now time for the hand controls and front 
brake setup from Hawg Halters Inc. (HHI). First 
on are the HHI black front caliper and mount, 
which get secured to the front end using the 
HHI-supplied hardware. 
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3 Moving to the handlebars, Kyle installs the clutch 
cable and HHI black clutch control onto the left 
side using the HHI-supplied hardware. 



B Kyle installs the HHI switch housing using the 
HHI-supplied hardware. He’ll wire them up 
later on. 




7 Kyle attaches the rear fender he made for the 
Gunner using the fender supports he also made 
and some Gardner-Westcott stainless steel 
hardware. 



Kyle then installs the front brake master 
cylinder assembly onto the right side using 
the HHI-supplied hardware. 



8 Kyle can now secure the front of his fender to the 
swingarm using more Gardner-Westcott stainless 
steel hardware. 





The lower seat cover he made to hide all the 
electrics normally covered by the stock seat goes 
on next. 



it? However, all the important stuff, like the 
fuel pump, is inside and ready to go. A I M 

SOURCES 


A BIKER’S GARAGE 

817 / 491-5200 

ABikersGarage.com 

GARDNER-WESTCOTT 

800 / 897-5025 

Gardner-Westcott.com 

HAWG HALTERS INC. 

877 / 442-5837 

HawgHalters.com 

METZELER MOTORCYCLE 
TYRE NA 

See your local Metzeler dealer 
Metzeler.com 

RIDE WRIGHT WHEELS 

714 / 632-8297 

RideWrightWheels.com 

SPEED FOUNDRY OF TEXAS 
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SpeedFoundryOfTexas.com 

VICTORY MOTORCYCLES 

VictoryMotorcycles.com 
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HOG HELPLINE 


BURNING OIL, NOISY GEARS 
& A FRIED STATOR 


Q # My bike is a 2007 FLHTCUI that I got with 9,750 
• miles on it. The only modifications are a Stage 1 air 
filter and MAP download and Kuryakyn Crusher mellow 
mufflers. I just had the 20,000-mile service done on it before 
a recent trip to Gatlinburg with a group of friends. After 
every stop on the trip, whoever was behind me said they 
could smell oil coming from my bike, but no smoke. I have 
30 psi of oil pressure at 3000 rpm and have ran Amsoil 
every since I've had it, and it's never overfilled. I live just 
two miles off the interstate and after every long ride on the 
super slab I park it in the garage, and when I come back out 
a short time later I smell a strong gas odor. Plus, it was a 
half quart low on oil after the just under 800-mile 
Gatlinburg trip. The bike runs great. What 's going on and 
should I worry? 

STEVEN TYLER 

Clarksville, 77V 


problem, you could try pulling the 
spark plugs to see if there are any de- 
posits built up on the electrodes. 

I have another thought since you 
mentioned the fuel smell. You could 
have a leaky injector that is causing a 
rich condition. The rich condition 
could then wash the cylinder walls 
down to the point where the rings 
won't seal properly causing the oil 
usage and oily smell. Then when you 
shut the bike down in the garage 
you'll smell the excess fuel lying in 
the induction module. Again, a look 
at the spark plugs can help determine 
the problem. 


You might want to look at your valve guide seals, 

• Steven. If they're just starting to fail, your buddies 
may smell the smoke before they see it. To verify the 


Whenever someone is 
riding behind you, does 
he detect a burning oil 
smell coming from your 
bike even though there's 
no smoke? Is the oil level 
a half-quart low after 
only a 1,000-mile or less 
trip? Your valve guide 
seals may be just start- 
ing to fail. Your buddies 
may smell the smoke but 
not see it. To verify the 
problem, try pulling the 
spark plugs to see if 
there are any deposits 
built up on the 
electrodes. 



To submit a question to our H-D-certified mechanic, who has been working in dealerships 
for over 20 years, send in as much info about the problem and bike as possible to Hog Helpline, c/o Ameri- 
can Iron Magazine, 1010 Summer Street, Stamford, CT 06905, or e-mail ChrisM(g)AmericanlronMag.com. 
Sorry, but due to volume, we cannot respond to requests for personal replies or to all letters. 


I have a bone stock 


2015 


Street Glide Special. The bike 
has 700 miles on it. When the bike is 
cold, it's quiet as a mouse. As soon as it 
warms up, I start having issues with 
the dnvetram. Shifting is very loud. 
There is a slap/bang, like it's hitting an- 
other gear when going from first to 
second gear. There is a slap/bang when 
rolling the throttle off and on. The bike 
also appears to be bucking and lug- 
ging, especially in first through third 
gears when just cruising or slowing 
down. The dealer said that he'll put in 
Belray for the tranny, and it would 
quiet it right down. It didn't. My sales- 
man and I took out another Street 
Glide, and we switched bikes. We 
came back to the dealership and he 
talked the service manager into order- 
ing the "updated high performance 
compensator." When that came in, they 
pulled open the primary case and 
found out that the updated compen- 
sator is standard in 2014 and later 
Touring models. I took the mechanic 
for a ride on the back seat. I demon- 
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strated the issues I was having. He said 
everything I am complaining about is 
normal. They even tried to pawn off 
the Harley neutral rattle issue on me. I 
have driven five different 2015 models 
(three Street Glides, and two Ultras) 
and none of them exhibit the issues to 
the extent my bike does. I would al- 
most point to an extra lean air/fuel 
mixture for the bucking and lugging, 
but that doesn't resolve the slap/bang 
noise, and the extra slap/bang when 
going from first to second. 

PAT HENNESSY 
Via Internet 

A 0 We've been having these same 
• types of complaints on the 
six-speed since 2007. The neutral 
rattle is a real thing as is the loud 
shifting. The biggest problem is, as 
you're seeing, Steve, is that no two 
bikes are the same. Some are very 
loud, others not so bad. I recently 
had a customer test ride a new Lim- 
ited Low and a Street Glide back to 
back. He wondered what was wrong 
with the transmission in the Low as 
it was so loud compared to the Street 
Glide. Bottom line is, there's nothing 


wrong with it. Yes, it's louder than 
some but that doesn't mean some- 
thing is about to blow up. They call it 
a stack up of tolerances. All the 
pieces assembled in your transmis- 
sion are a little looser fitting than 
someone else's. It may be louder than 
the other bikes, but it's still within 
the acceptable tolerance range of the 
manufactured part. I've also tried the 
Belray gear oil. I haven't seen any 
advantage to using it in the six-speed 
as it didn't help the noisy ones. My 
feeling is your dealer is trying to fix 
a problem that isn't really there. 

As far as the bucking/lugging, that 
may be just what is it. The six-speed 
has taller gear ratios on all gears. If 
you let the engine's rpm drop too 
low, the tranny will make all sorts of 
bangs and clanks when opening or 
closing the throttle. And the new 
improved compensator assembly has 
come stock on the Touring models 
since 2011. 

I have a 1997 Ultra with EFI. 

• Every three years my stator 
burns out. Three years ago, my 
mechanic put in an on-demand stator, 


which means it puts out what you need 
when you need it. It fried as well. 

What could be causing this problem? I 
haven't had any electrical problems 
other than the stator. 

ROBERT MUELLER 
Via Internet 

What kind of battery are you 
• running in your bike? An off- 
brand battery from the aftermarket or 
an auto parts store may overwork the 
charging system to the point of over- 
heating. When the stator windings get 
hot enough, the enamel insulation 
melts, which allows the windings to 
short out. The battery keeps starting 
the bike, so you never suspect it as 
being the cause of the problem. Do 
you have any extra electrical acces- 
sories attached to the bike? These can 
also overheat the stator and cause the 
same thing. You should perform a total 
current draw test on the bike to show 
how much current is needed to run 
your motorcycle and the accessories. 

If it's close to the max output of your 
charging system you're probably 
cooking the stator. If that's the case, 
lose some of the accessories. AIM 
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Toll Free 800-875-0949 
www.championsidecars.com 


SPORTSTER CORNER • by Dan Umstead 



Oil Pumps & Hard Starts 



The best oil pump for 
pre-1977 Ironhead 
Sportsters was released 
in 1967. It has much 
larger vent windows in 
the breather gear 
assembly. This helps 
reduce the engine’s 
internal crankcase 
pressure, which helps 
reduce leaks. 


I would like to know what Ironhead Sportster oil 
• pumps fit what years and which ones do you 
recommend? 

JIM 

Via Internet 

A q Jim, this is a good question, but it would have been 
• nice to know what year bike you have. It’s not 
really a problem though as we’ll just go through all three 
types. The first oil pump used (#26203-52E) was a carry- 
over from the 1954 and later K Models. It has the small 
diameter feed and return gears (0.987” OD). This pump 
also has small vent windows in the oil pump breather 
gear (#26331-60). I only use this pump when doing 
restorations. 

The best oil pump (#26204-67) was released in 1967 on 
XLH models and has larger feed and return gears, plus 



much larger vent windows in the 
breather gear (#26331-72). The 
larger gears produce more oil flow 
through the entire engine, which 
makes it run cooler. The larger vent 
windows in the breather gear reduce 
the internal crankcase pressure, 
which helps reduce leaks and 
improves performance a bit. 

A couple of other things you’ll 
notice when looking at the complete 
oil pump assemblies side by side is 
that the early pump feeds and 
returns oil through the engine cases 
while on the later version the oil goes 
directly from the tank to the back of 
the pump. The return and small vent 
line that runs from the cam cover to 
the oil tank is the same on both style 
of pumps so all you need to do is plug 
the feed port in a set of early cases 
and run the oil pump feed line from 
the oil tank right to the pump like 
the later models do. This is the only 
modification you’ll need to do when 
converting to the newer (#26204- 
67A) style pump on early cases. 

BTW, the oil pump body casting 
number is 26215-52 on the early 
pumps and 26215-72 on the later, 
better pump. 

The third type of oil pump 
(#26204-75) came along with the 
sump-style case upgrade in 1977 and 
was used till the Evo XL. This type of 
oil pump was used in all the later 
Ironheads and is a gerotor design. I 
really like this type of oil pump as it 
has good oil flow throughout the 
engine and, as an added bonus, you 
don't even have to time the oil pump 
like both of the early pumps require. 

I do need to mention a couple of 
things when working with this pump. 
There were some problems with the 
internal check valve sticking, so 


Got a question about a problem on your Sportster? Send your query, with as much info on the bike as possible, to American Iron Magazine, Sportster Corner, 1010 Summer 
Street, Stamford, CT 06905, or e-mail it to ChrisM(6)AmericanlronMag.com. Sorry, but due to volume we cannot respond to requests for personal replies or to all letters. 
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always install a new redesigned check 
valve (#62435-76 A). Another thing to 
be aware of is the oil pressure idiot 
light. The oil pressure port is before 
the check valve so if you put the 
check valve in reversed, or it sticks 
closed, you won’t know you’ve lost oil 
pressure till the engine locks up. Yep, 
the light comes on to let you know 
your motor is probably junk. Hey, it 
happened to me on a new 1978 stro- 
ker rebuild that was done before the 
upgraded check valve was available. 

(GGRR! $#!%). 

Now before you go out and buy a 
new- style gerotor oil pump for your 
1976 and earlier Sportster, be ad- 
vised that it does not fit, period. Use 
the #26204-67A pump on the early 
models. In fact, always use the 
#26204-67A oil pump assembly when 
building any 1957-76 Sportster 
stroker or high-performance motor. 

As a last thought, if you’re build- 
ing a nostalgic or early racing Iron- 
head engine, the feed and return oil 
lines (but not the vent) can be run 
from the oil tank directly to the oil 
pump and, yes, the 67 A oil pump it- 
self can be blueprinted and modified 
for better flow and performance, if 
you know how to do it. 

Now just when you think we're all 
done with Ironhead XL oil pumps, 
here’s a final thought. I need to warn 
everyone working with XL oil pumps 
that there are only two complete oil 
pump assemblies listed in the Harley 
part books: the early obsolete forever 
#26203-52E for 1954-69 models, and 
the bigger-geared, improved pump 
#26204-67A that I recommend. How- 
ever, watch out for an oddball set of 
pump gears and body that were pro- 
duced in late- 1962 until 1971. These 
parts are slightly different than any of 
the other two that fit pre-1977 Iron- 
heads. Do not use these parts with the 
other versions. Using normal gears 
with the oddball pump body can cause 
the oil pump to bind. Using the odd- 
ball narrower gears in a normal pump 
body will cause very low oil pressure. 
The part number for the oddball oil 
pump body is #26216-62A. The odd- 
ball scavenger gears are #26315-62 
and #26317-62 (idle). The oddball 
feed gears are #26323-62 and #26322- 
62 (idle). The best advice I can give 
you here is if you don’t know what oil 
pump parts you have, check and 
measure everything out closely and 


dry-run the pump before installing it 
and firing up the motor. Check twice 
and be right once is my motto! 

^ Dan, I’m having a hard time 

• kickstarting my 1971 kickstart- 
only XLCH. I've already done all nor- 
mal tune-up settings and adjustments. 
I’ve had the bike for many years, and it 
always started pretty well until the last 
couple of years. Do you have any 
ideas? The bike runs great once it 
starts, and the spark plugs are clean, 
and eveiything else looks perfect, too. 

TIM L. 
Via Internet 

Tim, I do have a couple things 

• you can try. I’ve already cov- 
ered the problems with starting kick- 
start motorcycles in depth in earlier 
issues, but here’s the short version 
just for you. Make sure you have 
solid core wires for all mechanical 
ignition points or magneto ignitions. 

I like Autolite #4275 spark plugs for 
pre-1977 bikes and #4123 plugs for 
later-model ones. I set the spark plug 
gap at 0.018" for magnetos and 0.028" 
for points. Set the ignition timing at 
38-40 degrees total for all models and 


don’t retard the magneto or manual 
retard distributor completely when 
starting. Try setting it at about the 
halfway point. Check the intake 
manifold O-rings/bands. Also check 
all carburetor rings, gaskets, and 
accelerator pump diaphragms to be 
sure they’re in good condition, not 
decomposed, cracked, or hard due to 
the new fuels and additives. Last but 
not least, check to see that you have a 
nice blue spark at the plugs when 
kicking at normal starting speed. As 
an added thought, you may need to 
change your cold- start prime routine 
to work with the fuels now being 
sold. After doing these adjustments, 
all the kickstart motorcycles, Sport- 
sters and Big Twins alike, usually 
start and run fine. 

Two other things to do are to run 
nonalcohol fuel whenever possible, 
and if your point-style auto advance 
ignition is still being temperamental, 
you can send me your complete igni- 
tion weight assembly (#32517-70), 
and I’ll modify it for you. 

Dan Umstead 
D&S Performance 
Lake City, PA 


I JlGClTIL 

THumcR 

momk of rnuNnCfi MOMincno 
THE POWetflJAFFlB 


B POWeBUflPFU! 
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Installs in 
Minutes 

\W 1 



3$ 



□ on’t be baffled 
about sound 
and power, Choose 
Thunder Monster® 
Baffles, the worlds 
best! They deliver 
better sound than a 
straight pipe and 
improved performance 
over a standard baffle. 
Superb sound, wicked 
midrange and 
uncompromising 
quality. 


Supercharge 
Your Sound 
& Performance 
with Our Dyno 
Proven Products! 

Baffles for most 
exhaust systems, 
Including 
Screamin’ Eagle® 


Order Online: www.BigCityThunder.com 
or Call: 704.847.1222 
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PRODUCT REVIEW » byChris_Maida 


NAVIGATOR GPS 

GarmLn u> my co-pilot 



I FINALLY GAVE IN. I'VE BEEN USING THE GPS FEATURE ON 
my phones for years though it was a pain in the butt. I had 
to keep pulling the phone out of my jacket pocket to find the 
next turn ! 

I finally got a Garmin zumo 590 last summer, and I love 
it! Besides all the stuff you expect from a GPS, the 590 puts 
a reddish ring around your speed if you go above the legal 
limit. That feature has definitely saved me from quite a few 
tickets, since I didn't notice that the speed limit had 
dropped, but the cops I passed sure would have known. The 
590 also tells you if you're about to enter a school zone, as 
well as if there's a quicker route available, all 
without you having to ask. 

The 590 displays the road you're on and all in- 
tersecting streets, your arrival time, current time, 
distance to your next turn, direction of that turn, 
the street you're turning onto, the name of the road 
you're on, your actual speed, the posted speed limit, 
and the compass direction you're traveling in. The 


running map is easy to follow and when 
you're approaching your highway exit 
an actual picture of the exit (Junction 
View) comes up on a split screen so it's 
easy to know where to go. The 590 also 
has a curvy road route option, which is 
perfect for motorcycles. That feature is 
definitely a favorite on mine. There's 
also a detour feature if you encounter a 
bad traffic jam or road work. 

And, yes, the 590 is available with 
mounts for your car windshield and 1 " 
motorcycle handlebars. I got both! AIM 

SOURCES 


GARMIN 

Garmin. com 


Put it where the 
sun don't shine! 


Those dark, hidden places can kill 
your steel. Dirt builds up and 
traps moisture. Next thing, 
corrosion starts. StOO® Total 
Cycle Cleaner is the answer. Its 
creeping power can get to places 
you can’t reach or even see. Then 
its penetrating action zaps even 
the toughest stains. (it's even got 
a corrosion inhibitor so it washes 
safely.) Ordinary washes and 
cleaners can't do all that! No 
wonder it's been the favorite 
of bike makers themselves for 
over a generation. Protect your 
expensive investment with the 
best cleaning it can get! Find it 
at your Harley- Davidson® Dealer. 

Learn more at www.s100.com. 
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THE ORIGI 


E BEST | ESTABLISHED 1998 1 MADE IN 


ON REVERSE MOTOR* 

The Voyager is the #1 selling convertible trike kit since 1 998 and the only convertible trike kit independently tested for strain 
Z/ L y‘ l and stress. With no permanent modifications to your motortyde, the kit can be removed and attached in only minutes. 
/T J Enjoy the best of two-wheel and trike riding on over 1 40 different motorcycle models. Call us today for more information ! 


www.mtcvoyager.com 
(815)534-1489 


with 







PRODUCT REVIEW » byChris_Maida 


HARDWARE & PARTS CLEANER 

Thu Ecutwood Vibrator}/ Tumbler doeo all the work for you! 


Need to clean up some rusty hardware or brackets? 



Forget the wire wheel! This Eastwood 18-pound Vibratory 
Tumbler (#20153/$249.99) does all the work for you. No 
more risking finger tip skm, shooting parts across the 

oom, or any of the other fun things a wire wheel can do 
when you’re trying to get into a tight corner or recess 
on a bracket or bolt. Just add the cleaning media, 

water, the rusly parts, and flip the switch. The 
Tumbler will work its magic on the parts for the next 
several hours while you do something else. 

This Tumbler (a 5-pounder is also available) can 
hold up to 18 pounds of media, water, and whatever it 
is you want to clean. It comes with one 

bowl, 7 pounds of green 1/4" pyra- 
mid-shaped media for removing 
rust, and 7 pounds of corncob 
media to lightly polish the 
parts/hardware once they’re 
clean. I also got two replacement bowls 


(#20164/$27.99 each), so I can load the 
polishing media in its own bowl and 
load the third bowl with another load 
of rust- removing media. This way, 
instead of having to keep swapping the 
media in the supplied bowl to do 
different jobs, I just swap out the bowl. 
Sometimes I also add Eastwood 
Tumbler Additive Cleaner 
(#13476Z/$ 14.99), which helps remove 
the rust. 

Hey, why work harder than you 
have to? AIM 

SOURCES 

EASTWOOD 

800/345-1178 

Eastwood.com 




mEmums 


SNl^EEESTi 


HflENDEEi 


itlSlftG! 


Worried About Dropping That Heavy Motorcycle? 
Do you Have Problems Making U-Turns? 


mm ommss? ssramaaaats 

uLsCv i tv p Plol&k 


r/wt<* "Pa-ttaJ/MS 

IMD 




il5JS£3£^ 


This DVD w iff (sect} you the 
3 motor officer techniques 
for low speed handling in 
toss than 4 hours 


This DVD wilt ipva you o quick This book coven 

and easy way to sharpen your you* ever need to 

anywhere, anytime know about tiding a heavy- 
weight motorcycle. 


Trtts DVD witl teach you fo use 
the motor officer techniques at 
high speeds 00 winding roods 


This DVD deals with avoiding 
common motorcycle crashes, safe 
group riding, riding in rein, send, 
gravel and much mom. 


WWW.RideLikeAPro.COM 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: RlDE LIKE A PRO, 12702 Split Oak Drive, HUDSON, FL 34667 

Florida residents. 7% sales la* must tie included when sending check/money order 


0 *. Call toll free: 1 - 866 - 868-7433 

International customers call toll-free 1-727-819-9200 


EU&EI 


VISA 
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THE REKLUSE EXP™ USES CENTRIFUGAL FORCE TECHNOLOGY TO MAKE CLUTCH LEVER USE OPTIONAL 


JUST SHIFT, TWIST, AND GO! 


^REKLUSE WWW.REKLUSE.COM SCAN WITH SMARTPHONE 

clutch revolution 866 - 735’5873 TO SEE IT IN ACTION 







SNAPS • C ompiled by Steven Wyman-Blackburn 


WORTH THE WAIT I waited 
almost a year and a half to buy 
my 2011 Heritage Softail Classic 
and have been thrilled with it. 

I’ve been customizing it the way 
I want and have many more 
projects planned for it. Your 
magazine was my first subscrip- 
tion to a motorcycle magazine, 
and I've learned so much from it. 
I appreciate all you do and can't 
wait for each issue. 

RICHARD JOHNSON 
Fennimore, W! 



Got a bike you think belongs here? If so, send a few high-resolution (300 dpi at 8" x 8" minimum) images to Letters@AmericanlronMag.com or American Iron Magazine, 1010 Summer Street, Stamford, CT 06905. 





WRECKED OPPORTUNITY After a 


1984 Ironhead Sportster and a 2006 
Night Train, I figured it was time to 
give a bagger a try, and found this 
2013 Road King available for sale. A 
bit banged up from a low-speed drop 
by a new rider, I saw the opportunity 
for a good deal and as an immediate 
excuse to hit the catalogs to clean it up. 
A Screamin' Eagle exhaust, a few 
blacked-out parts from Drag Special- 
ties, and some H-D parts for the motor 
are the start. Looking forward to many 
rides with my wife, Shannon, through 
the Sierra Nevada foothills. Keep up 
the great work in the magazine ! 


KEITH PIERCE 

Via Internet 



ESSENTIAL 


FOR ANY 


MODIFICATION 






l 


FUEL INJECTION MODULE 

SUPERIOR OPTIONS - PRECISE CONTROLS 

WWW.POWERCOMMANDER.COM 

This product is intended to be used only on racing vehicles on closed courses, and not for use on roads or vehicles otherwise subject to emission control requirements. 


f m 1 0 





SNAPS 


I'M SENSING A 
THEME I started 
rebuilding this 2009 
Street Bob two years 
ago from stock. It even 
has skull turn signals, 
a custom skull brake 
light, and molded skull 
heads. I plan to take 
the bike to Sturgis, 
South Dakota, this 
year for the 75th Stur- 
gis Rally; it will be a 
first for both of us ! 

SCOTT COBURN 
Kenai, AK 




Horns work on any 12Volt system. Easy internet ordering. Fast shipping. On demand Compressor 
Removable back for easy cleaning. Show chrome or black. 


Anti-vibration installation. Sound on website. Dealers welcome. Technical tips on website. Single 
source air manifold. Ultra install for bikes w/fairing lowers. Newly redesigned sound unit, more air 
more sound. 


Visit 
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MY FORTY- EIGHT This is my 
daily rider, a 2010 XL1200X 
Forty- Eight. It won a First In 
Class award from the ABATE of 
Ohio Region 5 Clinton County 
Car and Bike Show on June 13. 
My Forty- Eight has 10" mini-apes, 
Brawler saddle, and engine 
guards. I repainted the tank 
Mirage Orange Pearl and added 
various touches of bling. I also use 
a detachable windscreen and 
luggage rack whenever the ride 
calls for them. I look forward to 
eveiy issue of AIM. Keep up the 
good work. 

MAC MCKIBBEN 

Wilmington , OH 




Adjustable 


Legendary Strength 

Legendary Performance 





SNAPS 


25 AND COUNTING My 

wife, Becky, and I ventured out 
West for our 25th anniversary. 
We rode my 2003 Harley- 
Davidson Road King to places 
such as Mt. Rushmore, Devils 
Tower, and the Badlands. 
Beautiful sights are made even 
better when riding a Harley! 

MATTHEW WINTERS 
Ripley, 77V 
AIM 




The Cure for 
the Common CV 


Is the Murk CV carburetor on your 1990 
ami Utter Harley4>avidMin Evolution or 
Twin Cum motor now worn out and 
running poorly. in need of a major rebuild or 
repLicenieoi? Well now you have no more 
excuses. This is perfect time to step up to 
the renown Mi U uni HSR42 Carburetor* 

Wre talking easier sinning, improved 
throttle response, acceleration and 
ridabilty, still great fuel economy* 
plus an incredible performance gain across 
the cm ire power band from idle to full 
throttle For altoul the same cost as replacing 
thiil old CV Carburetor with Its flow 
restrictive throttle valve you can mow l>uli 
an easy to install Mikurti I ISR 1 2 Sjnnnthht*rc 
Perfomiantx.* Carburetor and have your 
old bike perform ev en I mi i i t ihan new 

Whal arc 1 you wailing lor? 


M JiTl: 'Mikum * ll*H l| Easy hit when u*4sJ with a 
Vi m' r.ij:k' ,\ir I iIect jfkl ^Hermirkei t'xhaust. the 
HNN i2 Easy Km atkb mur power h* rhe Harley 
iTMm kvt) Hhrwpim , rr is tnnrJWd fftW 8 rn 
Ti2 h\i jin I maximum from ~l i to HJi” ft |ti 


Mikuni American Corporation 

t Jntfmnior ktt$ mu 
in ttk. r ski 


PERFORMANCE CARBURETORS 

Northiidge CA 91324 USA * www.Mik uniPowcr com 

nuhxias < A K ft vxtmfft nn> nuf motor tx^Uckx tjfxrrvled otf puhik btfihmtK 

Aiiijarttki or in atfjtrJArito mtdunnitrhs uinrttsimticir tittii-poUiitkm Unis rnnyuff^y 
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WIDGETS • Compiled by Steven Wyman-Blackburn 


WindVest 

Motorcycle Products 



Belt One Out 

This classic pewter- finished belt 
buckle features an iconic skull, 
proudly framed by the words Harley- 
Daviddon Motorcycled. This is an officially 
Licensed Motor Company Product. It measures 
2-3/4" round and will fit most belts. Several other Harley- Davidson styles are 
also available. $40. Info: GreaseRag.com. 



Outcasts For Outcasts 

LePera's Outcast GT looks sporty and, thanks to its steep contour rider area, 
there's plenty of support during long hauls. For even more support, LePera 
includes a removable rider backrest. Just slip it in the provided slot and then hit 
the road. The Outcast GT's rider area is 15" wide for a comfortable fit. A racy 
inlay center stripe with matching side graphics is available in either red or white. 
The Outcast GT has a black powdercoated steel baseplate covered with soft 
carpet to protect the bike's paint, and it's ready to mount using OE attachment 
points. To boost rider comfort, the Outcast GT has Marathon foam that's 
upholstered with premium black vinyl for a lasting fit. $875. 

Info: LePera, 818/767-51 10, LePera.com. 


All claims and specifications are those of the manufacturers. Submissions are welcome and should include a color digital (300 dpi jpeg) 
image, detailed description, and suggested retail price. Send submissions to Widgets, American Iron Magazine, 1010 Summer Street, 
Stamford, CT 06905, or Widgets@AmericanlronMag.com. 


The Latest in Windshield 
Design Technology 

Rock Solid Performance 
Rock Solid Construction 
Rocking Great Style 
Made in the USA 

Rocking the Competition 
in Performance and Style! 



Now Available 

The hottest windscreen 
for the hottest bike of 201 4 


877 - 370-7326 

Follow: f 

Visit: 

www.windvest.com 
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duality Hard Saddlebags 
airings and Tnur Packs 

• 9 chorees of Fairings and more than 25 choices 

oi Mardbags available 

- Fgr hfarley Davidson Honda. Yamaha. 

Suzuki. Kawssafc), Victory, Triumph. ale 

“Patrol-* 


Amp iooow & 
Ha n die bar 
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remote ( optimmH- . Ftb*igtaM Rroduci&ajH 
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BalwinjGPS Fairing 


Now Available In 3 Mflz Colors 


LJgniwaignt vet durable me? n body 
bobs up and slips Into 0* steraie bop 
large reflective safety stripes 
Expandable sides for over Jacket 
Removable ID Wallet 


MISSING .... 

www-missingLnk-com 888-489-9984 


WIDGETS 



Takin’ It To The Street 

Help pack more air into the Street 
Revolution X powertrain with the 
Screamin' Eagle performance air 
cleaner kit. It has a washable, high- 
flow, oiled cotton media element that 
fits under the OE air cleaner shell. The 
kit also includes a Screamin' Eagle air 
cleaner medallion and all the required 
hardware. $79.95. Info: Harley- 
Davidson Parts & Accessories, 
H-D.com. 



Blinded By the Light 

Vision X Lighting introduces the XiMC 
line of state-of-the-art DOT-approved 
lights, which were engineered specifi- 
cally with today's motorcycle riders in 
mind. Compact housings in multiple 
colors and finishes allow for full cus- 
tomization. Vision X and Paul Yaffe's 
Bagger Nation offer you the latest in 
super-bright bagger lighting. The 
Vision X product line is diverse with 
lighting sizes from 5" to 7" and has 
many other motorcycle-related prod- 
ucts and applications. There are head- 
lights for cruisers, Softails, Dynas, 
baggers, and most other models that 
Harley offers. Info: Vision X Lighting, 
888/489-9820, VisionXUSA.com. 
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Me Gusta! 

Featured in Classic, Diamond, and 
Carbon Fiber stitch patterns, the 
Caballero seats from Drag Specialties 
Seats boast improved styling with 
a classic cafe look. The lower profile 
creates a relaxed and improved rider 
position. Select styles feature solar 
reflective leather in the seating area, 
helping to keep your seat up to 25 F 
cooler with higher durability. A 3/16" 
ABS thermoformed seat base makes 
for a comfortable ride, complete with a 
carpeted bottom to protect your ride's 
paint. They're available for all 2004-15 
XL models. From $259.95. 

Info: Drag Specialties Seats, 
Seats.DragSpecialties.com. 




CUSTOM BUILT BIKES, TONS OF SAGGER ACCESGRIES 


HO tU-flM 
&1GM4LS 


COM ^*(954)763-2100 
STREET, FT, LAUDERDALE, FL 33311 



The original powersport connector is 
now so much more. Designed for simple 


plug and play operation, the Powerlet 



Equipped System can power any 
electronics froma single 
Powerlet 12V outlet. 


Power Outlet Kits • Charging Cables • USB Chargers and More 
877.752.7835 www.powerlet.com 


NEW HEATED GEAR NOW AVAILABLE 


ATOMIC 
(VJ SKIN 

Atomic Skin™ is designed with 
functionality and rider comfort 
in mind. Producing Infrared 
Heat through Microclimate™ 
Technology, the garments are 
controlled by the only wireless 
remote controller capable of 
controlling 4 garments with 
the touch of a button. 

Atomic Skin - Stay Warm 


v 


X, 


877. 752. 7835 www. atomicskin . com 









VOLUME FOUR 


Oa It Vourittf Tech For Hurley 


How To 


BUILD A CHEAP 

CHOPPER 


fr&m SS'ftOO t« *20,000 


WRENCH THIS 


wmm%m 

SEPCAT 


KNUCKLEHEAD 

1936 1947 














SUPERIOR MOTORCYCLE COVERAGE 
IS CLOSER THAN IT APPEARS. 


INDECISION BAILED EIGHT MILES BACK. 

IT’S TIME TO RIDE 


Ride with Rider. Get your quote today. 

Visit rider.com or call (844) 586-0045. 


eg# 


SINCE 1971 

Available in Delaware, Indiana, Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia. INSURANCE 











BARS 

d 


Revolutionizing Handlebar Design 


**New for 
Indian 
Chieftain £ 
Roadmaster 


Improving 
performance, 
handling and 
comfort through 
adjustability. 


HORIZON 

Come see us Oct. 15th ■ Oct 18th 
At Daytona International Speedway 
»&_ ^ for B/ftefotierfesI or 

Orlando Convention 
”'*-4 Center for AIMExpo 


(800) 859- 
HeliBars. 


AIMag.com 
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IronBraid 


Hand/Braided/ Leather Lever Covery 

Function and Fashion 


-The Lever Cover that will not move, slip, slide, or twist. r ' 

-And with 19 colors to choose from function and fashion go hand in hand. 

Call for Free Color Swatches 



Get Back Whips 


DeerSkin Leather Gloves 


ITUuiBim 






Cruise-Mate Throttle Assist 


Operated 

Qr'ip tifvb yjh&jm&w 



phone: 800-461-IRON (4766) 
www.Ironbraid.com 
info@Ironbraid.com 
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Cool excessive engine heat drop too in 5 minutes 


Thermal Image of a Harley engine. 


RIDE LONGER, RIDE MORE OFTEN 
WITH A COOLER ENGINE 

EASY TO INSTALL 
BOLTS ON IN LESS THAN AN HOUR 
PLUGS INTO STOCK HARLEY WIRING HARNESS 


Love Jugs are positioned perfectly 
tp dramatic ally^ppl the hottest 
area of the engine. 


AVAILABLE IN THREE STYLES 


PATENTED - WARRANTY 


QUESTIONS? EMAIL LOVE JUGS 

CEO STEVE WEST; STEYE@LOVt JUGS.CtlM - WWW.LOVE~JUGS.COM 
DEALER INQUIRES INVITED! 


WIDGETS 



Everything Old Is New Again 

The “new” ThrowBack seat from 
Mustang fits all 2004 and later 
Sportsters. Mustang used all its 
21st-century seat-building techniques 
to bring this old style forward into the 
present. Technological updates include 
Mustang's proprietary foam formula 
and durable steel-remforced, marine- 
grade fiberglass baseplates. It has a 
10"-wide rider seat area and a 
6~l/2"-wide passenger seat area. It's 
finished off with a diamond- stitched 
pattern and covered buttons. $409. 
Info: Mustang Motorcycle Seats, 
800/243-1392, MustangSeats.com. 



Ride That Indian Wright 

Ride Wright Wheels introduces its 
complete line of El Camino, Omega, 
and Exotica wheels for Indian Chief 
and Chieftain models. Ride Wright 
implemented its three-piece modular 
billet hub system into these wheels, 
allowing a simple and quick crossover 
to the Indian platform. Only the hub is 
being refitted, not the entire wheel. By 
stocking these hubs, dealers can add an 
Indian option overnight. It also allows 
dealers to stock one wheel and multiple 
hubs to fit a boundless array of models 
and manufacturers. The billet hub 
system allows the consumer to move 
the wheels from manufacturer to 
manufacturer and from model to 
model. Info: Ride Wright Wheels, 
714/632-8297, RideWrightWheels.com. 
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Stack Of Power! 

Bare Knuckle Choppers' new Retro 
velocity stack is the result of people 
asking for something new and unique 
for their trusted Super E/G and Link- 
ert carburetors. Designed and cast in 
the US and machined at Bare Knuckle, 
it comes with the clever cover plate, 
which doubles as the screen retainer. 
All the necessary hardware is included. 
Choose from polished or raw as well as 
a brass or stainless steel screen and 
short or tall sizes. Info: Bare Knuckle 
Choppers, 888/240-NUKL, 
BareKnuckleChoppers.com. 



Adjust The Horizon 

HeliBars' multi-adjustable Horizon 
handlebar optimizes riders' wrist 
angles so they can more easily support 
their weight. HehBars' handlebars 
offer three planes of adjustability, 
resulting in superior comfort. Made 
from DOM tubing with pivots CNC- 
machmed from solid 6061 billet 
aluminum, the bars offer increased 
comfort and control. They utilize the 
stock control clamps, accept heated 
grips, and are torqued down using the 
highest quality hardware. The Horizon 
is a direct stock replacement for the 
2014-15 Indian Chieftain and Road- 
master. From $750. Info: HeliBars, 
800/859-4642, HeliBars.com. 
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WIDGETS 



Control That Sporty, Bro! 

TC Bros. Choppers’ new bolt-on forward controls kit for 2004-13 Sportsters 
features CNC- machined 6061 aluminum folding footpegs with a knurled, nonslip 
finish for great looks and performance. Heavy-duty steel mounting brackets are 
TIG-welded and powdercoated Satin Black for durability. Stainless steel linkage 
rods provide smooth shifting and corrosion resistance. Highly detailed mounting 
instructions allow for simple installation. All pivot points utilize oil-impregnated, 
precision-fit bronze bushings for long life. The foot position is the same as a set of 
OEM Harley forward controls. Kits for 1991-2003 Sportsters are also available. 

$ 574.95 without pegs, $449.95 with pegs. Info: TC Bros. Choppers, 

419/265-9399, TCBros.com. 


©SPORTRx. 


www.SPORTRX.com 



EE 

ETTER 


BETTER 


$25 OFF PLUS FREE SHIPPING 

ON PRESCRIPTION ORDERS OF $250 OR MORE - ENTER CODE IR0N15 - OFFER ENDS 12.31.15 


CALL AND SPEAK TO AN OPTICIAN 1.888.831.5817 

Not valid on prior purchases anil cannot be combined with any other niters or discounts. Offer valid on prescription orders of $250 or more. Offer exclodes Maui Jim and ZEAL Optics. Offer expires 12/31/15. Free shipping applies to orders placed in the U.S. Product will be shipped via UPS grand. 



4k OR IP-FREE 


MftNyfABTIJfllNO INC 


Oil Filter Funnel 

Fils pH Hatley Davidson* EVQ & Twin Cam 1985 to present with forward mounted oil filter. 

For all current Harley Davidson* Touring, Dynax, Snftail*. Sportster* and forward control models. 

o Prevents dirty oil 
mess on your bike. 

o Includes funnel, drain 
tube and punch. 

o Doubles as refill 
funnel! 

Find one at your focal dealer or 
order direct by phone or online. 

Toll Free 877-376-7865 
www.ernsfmfg.com 


fPRnuQLYtMAaE;iN t TH£ ‘ U* 

Tin ytMifoimAfifriimM 


'Harley Davidson 1 ®, Dpa®, Sdftsil®, and Sportster® are registered trademarks of Hartey Davidson foe. 




Pow! Amp 

Rockford Fosgate announces its 
new RFKHD9813 amplifier in- 
stallation kit for Harley- Davidson 
fairings from 1998 to 2013. The 
kit contains a mounting plate, 
heat sink, and wiring kit for 
installing Rockford Fosgate ’s 
compact Punch and Power series 
amplifiers on Harleys. The heavy 
duty cables provide the necessaiy 
current and voltage requirements 
for the amplifier and do not 
require any cutting or modifica- 
tions of the factoiy wiring. 
$149.99. Rockford Fosgate, 
RockfordF osgate . com. 



Find items from 
magazines 
to motorcycling 
collectables 
in one virtual garage. 
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No Hitch In This Hutch 

Originally sold by Roland's dad in the 
1980s for motorcycles, it was only fit- 
ting that Roland Sands Design (RSD) 
brought the Kimtab wheel into the 
future and make it out of high-quality 
forged billet aluminum with signature 
RSD detailing. The Hutch relives 
those glory days without the swap 
meet searches and the questionable 
safety of vintage cast wheels. It was 
designed with weight savings in mmd 
for a light, reliable, and high-quality 
wheel with enough funk to turn out 
any race chopper. The wheels are fully 
sealed and maintenance-free with deep 
groove wheel bearings. Matching 
rotors, pulley, and air cleaner are also 
available. Eveiything is available in 
contrast cut, Machine Ops, and 
chrome. Info: Roland Sands Design, 
877/773-6648, 

RolandSandsDesign.com. 



Go-Fast Indians 

Wimmer Custom Cycle launched its 
new air cleaner kit for the Indian Chief 
Thunder Stroke motor. The classic 
round high-flow air cleaner will not 
only boost performance, but increase 
rider comfort as well. With the ad- 
vanced billet aluminum backplate that 
houses the throttle body, the complete 
air cleaner kit is shifted inwards, 
making the entire profile 1 11 narrower 
than stock. Sandwiched between billet 
aluminum plates is the deep-pleated 
reusable air filter, which provides 
superior air filtration and added per- 
formance. The filter is available in five 
standard colors and features diy filter 
technology, which requires no oiling. 
Info: Wimmer Custom Cycle, 866/468- 
2925, WimmerCustomCycle.com. 




mauntainma5tBr.net 


E23-451-7121 


LOAD 8' TO 9' MOTORCYCLES 
IN 5' TO 8’ TRUCKBEDS 


DO NOT REMOVE TAILGATE 
& TAILGATE CLOSES 
WITHOUT MOTORCYCLE 


*ta 


We cool your oil. 

Cooling your oil 
cools your engine 


see why @ 


better. 
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WIDGETS 


Don’t Be a Soggy Gator 

Hopnel Rain Gators were developed for riders by riders who need a little some- 
thing to protect their feet and lower legs without requiring a full rain suit. They're 
designed extra long to provide over-the-knee protection with mid-height elastic 
around the calf to prevent billowing at highway speeds. Made from water-resis- 
tant nylon, Rain Gators come equipped with heat shields in all the right places to 
protect your ankle and shin areas, allowing you to wrap tight to the bike without 
having to worry. They even have nonslip wear-resistant boot pads so you can 
wear them without wearing out the bottoms. An adjustable full-length hook and 
loop fastener with a wide contact area provides a one-size-fits-all leg design. 
$32.95. Info: Hopnel, 715/234-3336, BigBikeParts.com. 




Get The Sag Out Of Yuur Bags” 


Saddlebag 

Restoration 

Systems 


The ULTIMATE SOLUTION to provide a PERFECT SHAPE to jour hugv. 
All problem areas of the hag are addressed, I ID, ENDS, FLOOR, and FRONT, 


INVISALOC„, 

Saddlebag Lid Locking System 
Secure your bags with the latest 
Saggy Bags Product. Fits 2000 
and Newer Saggy Bags Heritage 
Restoration Systems, 

Do Both Bags far $59.05 


HERITAGE RESTORATION SYSTEMS 

"IMJ IT YOUR SELF INSTALLATION” 


702 - 558-0497 'Vww.gotsaggybags.com 


Buy Direct or From One of 400 Dealers Across (he US & Canada 


SYSTEMS FOR 

SADDLEBAGS 

SYSTEMS DC) BOTH BAGS FOR $119.00 
I’lusS&H 


SPRINGER SADDLEBAG 
RESTORATION - ALLY KARS 
This installation must hr done by 
uur staff at our facility. $1 75.00 
Plus Return S&ll 


a 

handful. 

Hand Clutch Jockey Shifts. 

I fatal I a UU.M.I. Jockey Shift on youn late model 
Hanley® and make youn bike even mone of a blast 
jC to aide than it alneady a. they 'ne made in Amenica 
and can be installed in about 45 minutes on less. 


Available in black powden coat on ehnome fon 
Softails. Pynas. 5a g gens. Spontstens 8 Tni-Glides. 


Visit us at 
handshffter.com 
or call 

602-509-4776 




The Wanted Wheel 

The new LOGAN wheel from 
Renegade features a nontraditional 
five -spoke design that gives off 
maximum attitude. Renegade wheels 
are CNC-machined from forged 
lightweight billet aluminum. Once 
machined, all Phantom- Cuts are hand- 
polished, which highlights the accents, 
black, or color-anodized finishes. All 
Renegade wheel designs are available 
in chrome, Phantom- Cut, black pow- 
dercoated, and custom color finishes. 
Renegade offers a complete line of 
matching components including rotors, 
sprockets, pulleys, derby covers, and 
air cleaners. Available in lG M -30" sizes, 
the LOGAN is made in the US. From 
$1,249 each. Info: Renegade Wheels, 
714/998-7241, RenegadeWheels.com. 
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Remote In 

Sena Technologies' new handlebar remote is 
specially designed to control Sena 
Bluetooth headsets from the comfort and 
safety of your handlebars. They feature a 
glove-friendly joystick and buttons and 
are compatible with the latest Sena 
Bluetooth Smart Ready communication 
systems. Additionally, users can operate a 
Prism Bluetooth audio camera when it s 
paired with a 20S communication 
system. The handlebar remote provides 
up to three months of power with a charg- 
ing time of only two hours. $99. Info: Sena, 844/297-0267, 
Sena.com. 




Gauge Your NESSessities 

Arlen Ness' product line for 
Victoiy features 10- Gauge gas 
caps, 10- Gauge muffler tips, and 
10- Gauge engine covers. Each 
product is finished in chrome or 
is black-anodized, made in the 
US, and sold separately. All 
10- Gauge products complement 
each other to enhance the custom 
appeal of your Victoiy! From 
$89.95. Info: Arlen Ness, 
925/479-6550, ArlenNess.com. 


WINmHIS 

2015 INDIAN CHIEFTAIN 



ONLINE! 


SPONSORED BY: 


102 CHAMBER DRIVE ANAMOSA, IA 52205 - PHONE: 31 9.462.3925 

WWW*NATI0NALMCMUSEUM*0RG 







YOU'VE RIDDEN A LONG WAY. 
0W RIDE FARTHER. 


I LA 


The National Motorcycle Museum is a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation. 
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PVT BAGS ON IT! 



BIGS TO FIT ANY NEED! 

SADDLE DAOS • TOOL DAOS • SISSY BAR DAOS 

209 / 983-9200 

Stockton, CA • www.le4therwork3inc.com 


WIDGETS 



Victorious Sissy 

The new sissybar mounting kits from Ginz Choppers are 
available for all Victory Cross Country Cross Roads, and 
Magnum models. The standard finish is Ginzs show-quality 
chrome with powdercoating options available. All sissybars 
are custom-made, and welds are precision hand-blended for 
a flawless finish. Ginz also offers backrest pads and light- or 
heavy-duty luggage racks. Info: Ginz Choppers, 
949/916-2701, GinzChoppers.com. AIM 




888-TAB-0070 | TABperformance.com 


Specializing in 
performance 
exhaust and 
accessories for 
Harley-Davidson 
motocycles. 


Ride every day, perform every second. 


Enter code: IRONIO 
'receive 10% OFF ANY PURCHASE 
et TARPerformance.com 
Offer good through 1015. 



HARLEY-DAVIDSON * HONDA * VICTORY 
YAMAHA • SUZUKI * KAWASAKI * TRIUMPH 

fa \ "FAIRINGS A 

re working nan 

LCM! FAN AFFORD 


mot£W m 
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TECHLINE 

continued from page 48 

has perfect, intricate paint. Was it per- 
fect before I took delivery? Maybe not. 

Bruce emphatically perseveres: “So 
the bottom line here is Donny's Victoiy 
may have jumped ahead of Harley's of- 
ferings in many other ways, but when it 
comes to paint absolutely no one paints, 
or chromes for that matter, better than 
Harley. Just thought you should know." 
Bruce, I'm not maliciously attacking 
H-D, as, I too, love its product, but that 
does not mean competition will not 
make H-D even better. H-D has excel- 
lent quality paint. My complaint was not 
directed at quality but that, in my eyes, 
much of it is drab. Victoiy also has drab 
paint on some models. However, the 
Magnum paint is stunning for a produc- 
tion vehicle. I know how to do fine metal 
flake, to make it sparkle and dance, to 
create depth, and to add dimensional 
quality subtlety changing color depend- 
ing on light and angle. The Magnum ar- 
rests the eye with the initial paint design 
and color. Then closer inspection reveals 


the fine, glistening metal fleck, Trust me, 
Magnum pamt has many more layers 
than H-D. That said, beauty is in the eye 
of the beholder. Everyone likes some- 
thing different. 

Then there are those that blindly fol- 
low the party line and are taught what 
to like. Many riders are new to Harley. 
They are taught the traditions they are 
supposed to like to fit into the fold. To 
step back with a critical eye is sometimes 
difficult and can open one to criticism 
from the faithful. 

I also happen to know much about 
chrome. It's impossible to do lustrous, 
deep chromium plating with present 
American/ Canadian/European pollution 
laws. It's easy to do great chrome in 
countries that have lax environmental 
concerns. Both H-D and Victory have 
great chrome as a result. 

Conclusion 

IN THE NEXT ISSUE, WE’LL DISCUSS 
stability, handling, ABS brakes, fuel 
economy, and whether Victory or 
Harley is faster. 

Donny Petersen 
DonnyPetersen.com 



NAMZ Custom Cycle Products, Inc, 


* Electrical Connectors 

« Complete Wiring Harnesses 

* EFI & Ignition Harnesses 

* Handlebar Extensions 

* Throttfe-by-Wire Harnesses 
v Braided Hoses & Clamps 

* Plug-n-Play Headlights 

* Tools & Installation Supplies 

✓ American V-Twin & Metric . / / 

* * Custom - OEM - Private Label 
— - £V - 

F/ovfdtcg oyer 
For'cjSflsttinO'a 

www. n&miccp . com 



m 


g excellence 
Manufacturers. 



Cjlnz C Eoppcrs 


Why settle for cookie cutter? 

Every sissy bar custom made to order 


Harley Davidson, Honda, Victory, 
Yamaha and Custom Bikes 


Custom Sissy Bars. Backrests, Luggage Backs & More 


f. ginzchoppers.com 949-916-5926 



Jhe Original! 


aarken. 

IKER STIRRUPS 

mm i & . 

Ml "xlnrt 


(a. priced from 19.95 la. picket plated Hardware 
(& One fye pits ;\11 ^ Hand Made [n The USA 

Faarken Biker Stirrups ' 1 
508-210-2707 

[mail: bob<?>faarken.eom 

for Morn (Models R Jnfb visit wwwJaarteti.com 


AIMag.com 


Issue #328 • American Iron Magazine • 135 





CAIMAG.com 


American Iron Magazine Issue #328 


AIMag.com 




AIMag.com 


Issue #328 American Iron Magazine 137 



1975 H-D FL WITH SIDECAR 





C RUISING THE INTERNET AND WINDOW SHOPPING 
for cars, motorcycles, and any other mechanical 
wonders that happen to show up during our 
endless search for cool are pastimes that can be 
fun and dangerous ! Dangerous because I know 
so many cases of people buying something they 
absolutely never contemplated owning or they spend way 
beyond their means on an impulse or a wild jag! Shopping 
those ways just has that crazy effect on us all. 

Of course, the opposite can also be true when shopping 
over the Internet. If you re looking for something in 
particular and you Ve already committed to owning that 
certain something, then cruising the ’net can be the perfect 
way to find what you’re looking for and maybe even score 
a bargain in the process. 

Joe Scalisi is one of those Internet shoppers. First, know 
that Joe is a hardcore motorcycle 


enthusiast. He has a few bikes in his garage that serve as his 
regular rides. There’s his 1978 Harley-Davidson FL that’s 
set up with a solo seat and painted like a 1957 Panhead for 
riding when he’s feeling in the nostalgic mood, while his out- 
law alter ego is satisfied with a 1972 Triumph chopper. 
Recently though, he was looking for something different. He 
wanted a bike with a sidecar that he and his wife, Mary 
Carol, could ride and enjoy together. He wanted a classic, 
but one that is turnkey and easy to ride without woriy of 
breakdowns and such. He also wanted a bike that his wife 
would feel comfortable on during long afternoon rides. 

One day, Joe’s prerequisites were fulfilled while surfing 
the Internet, spotting this 1975 Harley-Davidson with 
sidecar listed for sale. He immediately went to check it at 
Thunder Cycles, a local shop in Port Jefferson Station, New 
York. The bike boasted all the qualities he was looking for, 
plus it had great paint, which is important to Joe because he 
works in an auto body shop where he paints cars for a 
living. His work is so good that he’s won Best Paint awards 
at some prestigious local car shows. 
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Eventually, Joe struck a deal with Thunder Cycles, and 
he and Mary became the proud new owners of this rig. Joe 
loves Shovelheads, Joe having come of age when 
Shovelheads were new in dealerships during the 1970s. He 
feels the old Shovels render a classic look that's straightfor- 
ward to maintain, ride great, and have amazing sound and 
visual appeal. 

Joe also feels that his rig’s Glacier Blue paint gives it an 
eye-catching stature, and the sidecar serves as icing on the 
cake. The sidecar itself is based on a 1942 Ural outfit that’s 
been adapted to fit the Harley chassis. The combination 
must work because J oe says it handles fantastically and 
rides and stops easily in a 
perfectly straight line. 

As with all old bikes, Joe 
had to do some tinkering to this 
rig to get it roadworthy. He 
cured some top-end oil leaks 
before tuning up the old 74" 
engine and he changed all the 
fluids. He also inspected the 
entire motorcycle 
and sidecar to en- 
sure both were tight 
and ready to roll. 

The old Shovel- 
head engine sports a 
couple of S&S prod- 
ucts, including the 
carburetor and oil 
pump. After a thor- 
ough inspection of the 
engine’s parts, Joe was 
convinced that the 
previous owner had 
gone through everything 
to assure reliability and 
smooth running opera- 
tion. Today, the rig has 
about 40,000 miles on it, 
and prior care is evident 
throughout. Joe says the 
four-speed transmission 
performs great, especially 
for hauling the side hack, 
and the front and rear 5.00- 
16" tires add to the comfortable 
ride, as does the bike’s pogo 
sprung seat. 

Joe says that riding the 
sidecar took a little getting used 
to at first, but eventually, he got 
the hang of muscling it around 
turns rather than leaning left 
and right. The real fun? That’s 
picking up the third wheel 
while making sharp left-hand 
turns ! 

Joe and Maiy ride their rig 
throughout Long Island’s road 
system, taking it to concerts, 
cruising the beaches, and 


enjoying the back roads and undiscovered (make that 
less-discovered ) places on the island. Throughout, the 
sidecar never fails to draw a crowd. In fact, Joe says that he 
feels the side hack, of all his bikes, seems to garner the most 
attention these days. And that’s what makes it such a great 
adventure machine! 

So if you’re out cruising the byways of Long Island and 
you happen to see an unusual vehicle dressed in Glacier 
Blue paint coming your way, just wave and smile. It’s just a 
couple of happy people in their 40-year-old classic American 
motorcycle out for some fun and relaxation in a machine 
doing what it was built to do so many years ago. AIM 
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Zippo 


THE FIRST 9 

COLLECTION 


ALL YOU MEN OF MAYHEM. 

GET FIRED UP! 

Satisfy all your passions, respond to all your 
instincts... anarchy has arrived and it’s yours to 
embrace. Claim it in the all-new Sons of Anarchy™ 
The First 9 Collection. An exclusive you won’t find 
in any store, it has no rival. No prospects here, each 
and every fully functional lighter in the collection 
makes the cut as a true Redwood Original. 

Ablaze on every # 200 genuine Zippo® windproof 
lighter you’ll find a different symbol of SAMCRO. 
Chromed-out and completed with a Zippo bottom 




Actual size 13 " wide x 9 %" high. Glass covered case displays your collection on a tabletop or 
wall. Mounting hardware included. Lighters ship unfilled; lighter fluid not included. 


©2015 bge 01-22550-001-bd www.bradfordexchange.coni/904248 


stamp, they’re the real deal. Proudly presented by 
The Bradford Exchange, the collection includes a 
custom, lighted display showcase ruled by a fully 
sculpted Reaper. A $100 value — the case is yours for 
the price of a single lighter. 



STRICTLY LIMITED. 

TO 9000 COLLECTIONS! 

Order the 10 limited editions (9 lighters plus display) 
at the issue price of $39.99 each, payable in two 
installments of $19.99. You’ll receive one edition about 
every other month; cancel at any time by notifying 
us. Send no money now. Return the coupon today. 


Distinctive bottom 
stamp authenticates this 
collectible as a genuine 
Zippo® windproof lighter. 


, “zippo: ippo, and 


* 


are registered trademarks in the United States 


and in many countries. The listed Trademarks are used in the United States 


under license of ZippMark, Inc. All Zippo lighter decorations are protected by 


copyright. Zippo Manufacturing Company. All Rights Reserved. 2015 


Stw* * iif Miardiy™ A O 2015 Trcnttafc Century Fus FSlm 
Corporation and JUucbush Praducrloas, LLC. Ml rlgttte reserved 

^ _ f e- - - -- 1- - 

| PLEASE ORDER PROMPTLY SEND NO MONEY NOW 

THE 

llKAltFOKI) K XTHANGK 

"■COLLECTIBLES- 

; 9345 Milwaukee Avenue • Niles, IL 60714-1393 

;YES. Please accept my order for the Sons of Anarchy™ 

; The First 9 Collection. I need send no money now. I will be 
j billed with shipment. Limit: one per order. 


Mrs. Mr. Ms. 

Name (Please Print Clearly) 

Address 


City 

State Zip 

Email (optional) 

904248-E35091 

*Plus $8.99 shipping and service per edition. Display will be shipped after your second 
lighter. Limited-edition presentation restricted to 9,000 collections. Please allow 4-8 
weeks for shipment. Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance. 


CYCLEMART 


Cydemart advertising space is available in 
r to 3" sizes and black and white rates are 
as shown below. Please call for two-color & 
four-color ad rates. 


Size 

Six Times 

14 Times 

1" 

$225 

$200 

1/12-Page 

$350 

$320 

1/8-Page 

$425 

$395 


Info: American Iron Magazine, Cydemart Divi- 
sion, 1010 Summer Street, Stamford, CT 06905, 
203/425-8777 (US & Canada), or 
e-mail terryo@tamcommunications.com. 



craiDd/iy 
9AM~ 5PM 
YEAR ROUND! 



MOTORCYCLES 

ON DISPLAY! 

ra present? 


NATIONAL MOTORCYCLE MUSEUM 


31M62-3925 ■ 102 CHAMBBt OR, AMAMOSA, IA 51205 

WWW.HATI0BALMCMUSEUVI.0II6 


The Naiiorjf Mfftofcyd? Muse an b a non-profit SOI (e)(3) otganiaiion 


BUILD YOUR 
OWN BIKE! 


[We offer: Frames • Motors] 
| Transmissions • Wheels 
I Drive Systems • Tanks 1 



Front Ends 'Fenders 
More! 



heBikeBarn.net 




Drive in & Close 
Non-contact- Hot Pipes no problem 

^ 1 .866,668.61 64 

sa tes i©th eb i keba rn . net 


uvwin/.classictjoij (jles.com 


TEL: 845-856-4896 



RIOII) FACE MASKS FOR 
MOTORCYGLI: RIDERS 



WWW.SOLIDSTATECOVERS.COM ? 



The Fast, Easy & Safe Way 
To Load A Bike 

+AI5G for rrikes, Snowmobile, AWs, W^iercrsfT; 
Easy InstaMbn/Removal *Frts Most Trucks & RVs 

0 

Qpmttetf 

925.40S.0365 
www.rampagelift.eom 


Your Trailer 6 Qur Tent Kit tun u»i,om pirate. 
Flexibility l Protection for Less Stay dry, sleep ntt the ground. 

Sea us in Storms At Da Bus &top/lamphQte fljw/i pbUS Ml£p yOUr h\ k0 J1 d 



crptettw lrom;h€ weahe: 




FLATBED 


SP 


Heairy Duty Construction, Easy to tt», Lob of Custom Options 

wwwflatbeiitentscoin or call 317-417-1871 



Subgcribo & S ml 

1 Issues Only $14.99 

SZI .99 n Canada 


subscribe online at 

TheMotorcycleMag.com 

or call 877/693-3572 
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Creepy 

Bones 

Ring 


OUTRIDER 

ONE AT A TIME... BY HAND 


Sterling 
Silver $58 


0 w 


800 - 895-1244 

WWW.OUTRIDERJ.COM 


•nifrimsi*'' 

* ^yiV » 


“One of my favorite tour 
companies. My yearly vacation 
with them is the highlight of 
my summer! n ^ch*u nui&* 

Editor, American Iron ftUgexine 

www JwfstedTrall^cdm * (802) 795-8888 




Canipus Quilt Co. 


800-880-8534 

www.CampusQuilt.com 



Call today for $10 off. 


American VTwm Touring Products 



DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Only $19.99 a Year Worldwide AIMag.com 



Invisible under 
y out jeans, m 


Tout Secret 
and Smart 
Protection! 


alraighf Ic your Inbox at www CrulstngPints.com/tntt 


BJttB FAST SHtPF 


^totally, U1 

When you wear 

these under yum jeans , you'll 
lwve profound, comfortable 
& cool protection, 
whatever yam tide. 

Armor in knee/ shin, 
thigh, hips tt tailbone. 


fUtonuhta 


hi [ATI 


ininq 
testimonial 
o aline! * 
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LED Headlight Bulb 
HS, H9, HI 1, H16 

FLHX N on 
VRSC V-Rod 

Plug fli Fliy 


The Hoi 
Set Up! 

* FjuirnUcd Bk$d 

* Turn Signal t 

* Spcti light tt 

* Light Bir 

* 


Black Cut Viking 

.5-3/4* Ih'atiiffy 


626-359-8044 licadwlnds.coru 



The 'ortyuwlf 1 9 90 . 

► Illuminator Modules 

► Intensifier Modules t 

► Isolator Modules 

► Load Equalizers 


► Self Canceling Modules 

► Illuminator PRO-111 Modules 

► Red Lens Kits 

► American V-Twin & Metric 

► Custom - OEM - Private Label 

PLUG&PLAY 

www. ba diandsmotorcyc leproducts com 


i7ih.c.fi. 2 7a.fi. 

Take your bike. Ditch the straps. 

Your motorcycle becomes an extension of 
your trailer. Now, the trailer's shocks are 
absorbing the impact of the road instead of 
your bike's shocks. Less bouncing means a 
safer ride and no stopping to retighfen straps. 

Get ready to enjoy the convenience. 


Mounting plates bolt Temporarily clamp Ride into the latches Your bike is secure 

to trailer allowing for Biker Bar onto frame 






MEMORIES • SponsoredbyCAIMag.com 



Phil Fisher sent in these 
great photos of his 
father and mother 
Emerson and Helen 
Fisher: (left) Emerson 
and Helen in front of 
the home of Emerson’s 
parents, Emery and 
Gladys Fisher, at 324 
West Mechanic Street, 
in Shelbyville, Indiana, 
around 1938. Emerson 
was born in 1916, Helen 
in 1912. (right) A much 
younger Emerson on a 
1929 Harley-Davidson 
JD Two-Cam - a very 
fast bike for its day — 
behind his parents’ 
house. 




(left) This photo shows 
Emerson and Helen 
(center) on a ride with 
some friends, probably 
somewhere in 
southern Indiana. 

PHIL FISHER 
Milwaukee , Wl 


If you have a submission to Memories, send it with all the info you have about the image to Letters@AmericanlronMag.com or Memories, American Iron Magazine, 1010 Summer Street, Stamford, CT 06905. 
If we use yours, you'll get a free one-year subscription or extension (let us know which). Do not send the actual photo, only a high-resolution image. 
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NEW limited edition 
tshirts available I 


Contact us or your 
local dealership! 


WWW.SCOTTJACOBSSTUDIO.COM 


gmgm. licejusfji ptipngcT 
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YOU BONT NEED A LOT 
K RAVE A III. 


